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The author of these Memoirs, Joiihar, was a con- 
stant attendant of the Emperor Humayun. His post 
being that of an Afiabchy^ or an ewer-bearer, he 
had to attend on his Majesty wherever he went. The 
services of an aftabchy in the IMoghul Emperors’ 
establishment were a ^ine qud hon^ more so with an 
Emperor of Humayun’s stamp, ’who was too fastidi- 
ous an observer of the laws and injuncti\ 'S of 
Mahomet. An aftabchy had to look after the hver 
Department'” of the Emperors, which consisted of 
ewer, musck and flagons of water for the purposes 
of ablutions and drinking. Besides, the aftabchy, 
had to prepare cordial and refreshing drinks, such as 
sherbets^ for the Emperors. The office of an ewer- 
bearer was formerly well-known in all the courts of 
Europe, and is still to be found in the establishment 
of the King-of-England’s household. Besides the 
very meagre account which [ouhar gives of himself 
in the Preface of these Memoirs, nothing further can 
be known, youhar doesmoLJ;ell us what position he 
keld when he wrote these -Memoirs ; but that he 
became a man of some marks, is beyond the shadow 
of a doubt. Abui'Fazl mentions his iippointment in the 
‘district Qf l^a^ba^ur, ' and Subsequently speaks of 
him as “^gj-osity oTTiUi"^^'^surer of the Punjab.” 
Jouhar toe • ^'^^un assigned to the 

“humble jCing Humayun.’^ It is a\ collection of the 
revenues ifc^ncl Times of ^ 
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v^hoHy relied on Feristah’s account and has trans- 
lated ^ a portion of it for his celebrated History of. 
Hindostany while the Honourable Monstiiart Elphin- 
stone has- diligently collected materials for his 
, Histiry of India from the three authorities. Baber’s 
autobiography and Humayun Namah of the veteran 
historian Khonda Mir, may also be of invaluable 
help to those scholars, who, unlike the superficial 
nnd circumstantial readers, .see deeper into things of 
the' past,, especially when they are connected with 
the chronology of that vast empire, which boasts of 
itvS ownr material prosperity and civilisation, long 
before, the pre-historic times of Assyria, Babylon, 
Athens or' Rome. Elphinstone’s indebtedness to 
J'ouhar,, the aftahchy to- his Imperial Majesty 
Humay un- Shah) is too large to -have been adequate- 
.ly repaid with a few frigid, but sincere remarks on 
these Memoirs.- Says- Mr. Elphinstone : 

“ He was in constant attendance on Humayun, and although 

* unacqu ainted with his po liti cal relations a nd secret designs, was 

a minute and'correct observer of all that came within his reach. 

— -**■ ■ “ — ^ ' — ^ 

.and describes what he saw with simplicity and distinctness. He 

vras devoted‘to Humayun, and anxious to put alhhis actions^ in 
- the most favourable light ; but he seldom imagined that any- 
thing in his master’s conduct required either concealment or 
apology.” 

The author of these Memoirs was a faithful 

adherent and a constant attendant of a personage 

whO'Was so- kind.and'' generous, to him, that he looked 

upon him- not as- a stern master but as a fostering 

father. Moreover, he owed' his rank and promotion, 

which p'erhaps, he did not well deserve, solely to 

the generosity of his master. When a man so 
» ^ ^ 

nr the “ King Humayun.” It is also called Tdrikh-i Htwtayun 
,oi the -“Life^and Times of Humayun.” _ ^ 
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devoted an admirer of Ins patron, writes Irs memoirs 
almost in a spirit of Tdril reverence, lie vcr> 
seldom sees an>lhinK to rcFo^cIi in Ins hero’s con- 
duct. The aiilhot was. petlnps “ ahxtous to put all v 
his (Hiima)rn’s) actions m the most favourable 
hfiht,” as Mr Dplnnsione very pcrtmcrll) remarks i 
But this an XI ct>, we art kd to btlievc, is inherent | 
in a p retire 

loulnr, a mcnnl of the Emperor and a man of 
scarcely more tinn ordnnO wit, was not endowed 
with lint knowledge and acumen of a liogrvpUcr 
which had created a nci^^ epoch for the work's of 
Plutarch, Abbot or Boswell. “The Author of tins 
work,*’ sa>s Maior Stewart, the tnnslalor, “was not 
a learned person, it Ins no claim to crnduion.” 
“This book/ he conimuc?, “ being wnitcn with the 
greatest sincerity and naive fi^, sometimes to the 
disparagement of Ins hero, I have no doubt of its 
•authenticit} ’’ Professor Po ^on jilso remarks that 
“these Memoirs afford much amuscmcn^“Trbm the 
nane and simple stjlc m winch they arc written’’ 
He praises the book because it bears all the 
“appearance of truth and honesty/ and compliments 
Its author, who is “to a Rfcat degree exempt from 
the exaggeration and fulsome eulogy to winch 
Oriental biograplicrs arc prone " 

These Memoirs winch purport to be a faithful 
and true representation of the life and career of 
\k\rniaynn, lack m one vila^ point, i tz , they do no t 
give^isagjtnk hng into h iS-P-rLyalOJin d domestic tr ails 
They do not gue us siinficicnt personal trails and 
anecdotes — dita for judging Humejiin as a man, not 
as a King The autobiographies of Ins illustrious 
father JJaber and Ins ease loving grandson Jahangir, 
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^nd in such anecdotes. Jahangir has carried them 
' iich an extent, that a certain- portion of his 
If, biography is full of incredulous, weird stories 
re amiTsin’g'than a best written romance. But non e 
egive us a more vivid and life-like portrait of the 
at personality in all his pu-blic alfairs than Jouhar. 
{e minute and glowing description’ of Humayun’s 
‘■,ape after his defeat by Sher Shah, of his adven- 
ous- retreat through the deserts and unfriendly 
entries, of his perilous situation at the court of 
ab Tahmasp, of his courage and fortitude in times 
danger and peril, of his bearings in adversity,, of 
} forbearance and clemency, of his- kindness and 
manity^and after all, of his piety and resignation, 
3 stood nnthout its eqnal. In kingl y virtues. 
irmayun has been accused of showin g unmist ak- 
‘I'e signs of weakness.- But his weakness ‘leaned 
virtue’s sid'e”; and, it has been even said’, that 
|f he had been a worse man,, he would have been a< 
sater King.” 


I We have alVeady said that these Memoirs do not 
mmence till his mounting the throne of Dehli at 
age of twenty-three.. Here too the Memoirs- 
not give us any light as to his career,, prior 
he assumption of the crown,, which covers a 


''ofj of more than two decades. It is certain that 
ra jd'ered valuable services to hfs father in his 
slJnth the Afghans- and his campaign' in India. 
pfc4| alwa'ys tried to- put him on the right track 
iWgood advice and gentle reprimands. Baber 
\ IS to him : 

'jl'ai! not to exert yourself sLreneousIy to meet every situa- 
*|s it occurs ; for indolence ahd ease suit but ill rvitb royalty... 
great should excercise self-command ; and I do hope that 
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jou v.i\\ aUva>$ maintam a Rood undcrstandinR with lum^ 
(Kamran) If>ou arc (1c5iro«» of RatninR rn) app^oSation, 
jou mmt not ^\iste joiir time in pnsatc pariicj, hot rather m 
ilulgc in liberal contcrsation and frank mtercoura/' nth all about* 
j-ou There IS no greater bondage than that in which a Kinfj 
IS placed, &.c ' * h 

He repnrmncls Hnrmjtin for the laclc of uarmtlr 
of hts parenlil nlTcciion in this strain 

“ I ha\c some quarrels w settle with jou For two or three 
jears past none of jour people has mitcd on me from jou, ami 
the messenger whom I sent to jou did not come back to me for 
a twcKcmonth * f 

Bnber is famous for his vast learning and crudt» 
tion ; he is also a first rate composer and hisst^le 
IS simple blit dignified and unaffected Once he 
was very much offended with Hiima} un for his wnt 
ing him a letter full of sonorous and bombastic 
words, without pa) mg particular liCed, either to 
orthography or adequate sense, for which Baber 
takes him to task in the folloiwng manner • 

" In compliance with mj wishes, joii ha\e indeed written m< 
letters but jou certamlj never reid them o%cr; for hadjct 
attempted to read them, jou m st haie found it absolutelj im 
possible, and would then undoubttdlj ha\c put them bj I con 

E ved indeed to decjpher and comprehend the meaning of jou 
t letter, but with much dc/nciihj *It is excesmelj- confusci 
and crabbed Who ever saw a Modmma ( a nddle or a charade 
in prose? Your spelling is not bad, jet not correct You hav 
written tllaJAt with a /oe (instead of a *) and nilh a ^ 

(instead of a ilf) Your letter may indeed be read , but ii 
consequence of thn farfetched words jou have cmplojed, tli 
vweasvvwjj vs, by ww wvt^ws,vevy iwttAVvgvMe Yon certmnH dont 
excel m letter writing, and fail chiefly because j ou have too goo 
a desire to show jour acquirements For the future, jou shtml 

• Memoirs of Zehir ed dm Muhnmmed Baler^ ( bj Job 
^ Lejden, Esq and William Erskine, Esq LondoA iSzt 
pp 3CI J 92 j 
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j.' unafiectedl}!;, with clearness, using plain words, which would 
^ess trouble both to the writer and the reader. ”♦ 

,^aber has had no occasion to complain of his son 
r,iny gross misconduct shown towards him. 
nayun, on one occasion, had repaired to Dehli, 
ciad there opened several houses which- contained 
^treasure, and taken possession by force of the 
(Knts. “ I certainly never expected sucli con- 
L from him,” writes Baber, “and, Taeing extremely 
I wrote and sent him some letters containing 
/r’ severest reprehension.”! Humayun had com- 
rted a guilt — nay, the highest crime against the 
ate for which the Emperor, Ins father though, 
'S only 7iu7‘i and wrote “some letters containing the 

i 'eresi 7 'epreliension !” But unfortunately, not one 
these letters has been preserved for us in the 
^moirs of Bab ci\ so as to be able to see the nature 
the “severest reprehension.” It also goes to 
ove, how much Baber loved his son. It is said, 
jce Humayun fell ill and his life was dispaired of. 
ml Baka, a venerable and pious man told Baber, 
it in such cases God had sometimes granted a 
ther lease of the dying man’s life in exchange for 
} most valuable thing possessed by a nearest and 
|,irest friend of the invalid. Baber, without a 
nent’s hesitation, made a sacred vow to ojffer his 
life for that of Humayun. The Omrahs entreated 
to retract that terrible vow and offer the diamond 
t i: -n at Agra, which had been reckoned the most 
I able on earth. But he was inexorable. Mussul- 
f j historians assure us, that Humayun almost 
^ lediately began to. recover, and that, in proper-' 
y as he recovered, the health and strength of 


Memoirs of Baber, p. 392 t Memoirs of Babe};, p. 372 
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Bibcr Msjbl) iKca)ed* n-\J[>cr (hcd shorti) ifitr tlv 
recover) of IlDnn)iiH ( Vj^c Mfwoirs 0/ /Safe 
P 427 seg) ‘ I 

Ilunnjrns clnncter, as far i's wc can judp 
from ihcsc Memoirs, is irrcproacfnblc Bui tin 
allo) eel goodness IS a tirtue, rarel) lo be found t\ 
mortnls He lias, lioivetcr, sliou n a v cikness *' ‘'“Ik 
the orl) bhcl. spot in Ins oihcnnse purt ico^'- Jr 
Biber, at Its death bed, besought him to 
and forget mg to his brothers ( Vide text, /o 

His brothers hnd been guilt) of Ingh treason [p 

grossest misdemeanor, Huma)un not or!) fo’^''')l 
(hem on seteral occasions, but embraced ?’»S 
as Ins lot nig brothers Prince Ivamran is tiie mos 
guilt) ofthtimlL At list being dnten to exispcra 
tion, Hunia)uii u as compelled lo tike recourse to ; 
tiolent act (Vide text, pp 154 5 ^) Prudtn 
politicians uill declirc the action as the police 
of self preser\aiioD, while moralists uill umrcfsalb 
condemn it 


The BiNG^B.\sr Orrrer^ ^ 
CalcuUit, ^iu^isi 1904 tt 
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THK K'HIfiT’ H(>.\Ot:iv'..\nLK 

rur 

KAKL c)F MUNSTKK. 

VISCOUNT rny,-cuAui%NC!:, n.\u''N icwKivsiuruv, 

■ ,v.-, A-r. A-.-. 


My Loud, 


T have the honour to tk-dic.'Ue to your I^ordsltip 
the Memoirs of iJuni.'jyun, Iknpcror of Mindustan ; 
the vicissit tides of whose reign bear a great resent* 
hlance to those -of our Koya) Stuart family, and 
of tile late Bourbon dvnasiv. 

It affords me great pleasure to h.ave an oppor- 
tunity of dedicating these^ pages to a Personage 
v.'ho, from bis own knowledge of the Oriental 
longues, can duly appreciate the didicnlties of 
clothing in European language the ideas and idioms 
of the natives of Persia and Hindilstan. 

That you may “long continue to support that 
praise-worthy Institution, of which yon are the 
Founder, is the sincere wish of, 

Your Lordship's 

Most obedient, very humble Servant, 


Royal Crr^cenU 
March i.vA *^32. 


CHARLES STEWART. 




PREFACE. 


During the period 1 was engaged in translating 
the Memoirs of the Emperor Timur, I received, 
from my friend Major William Yule, a Persian 
manuscript, containing Private Memoirs of the 
Emperor Humayun, son of the celebrated Baber, 
and father of the no less famous Akber, sixth in 
descent from Timur, and contemporary with our 
King Henry VIII. with a recommendation that 
I should translate it. In compliance with my 
friend’s recommendation, and at the request of 
the Oriental Translation Committee, I have under- 
taken the task.’ 

As the Author of this Work was not a learned 
person, it has no claims to erudition ; I have there- 
fore not thought it requisite to give any part of 
the original text;, and although, in conformity to 
the practice of the times, he has ornamented his 
book with various quotations from the Koran, with 
many passages • from Persian poets, and historical 
aiiecdotes, I have not taken the trouble of following 
him in these his prolix digressions. 

This book being wu'itten wuth .the greatest 
sincerity and nai'vet^, sometimes to the disparagement 
of his hero, I have no doubt of its authenticity. 
The manuscript \.’as purchased at Lucknow, the 
capital of Oude, and is, I believe, the onh' copy 
now in England : it is a large octavo volume, 
written in the common hand, and is about a 
century' old. 

The Anglo-orthographv of this work is. nearly 
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the «:ame as that of the Menjotrs of ‘J'linfir, vii. a 
1 tee use of the Persian letters; and the short e, 
representing the vowel znbbcr of that language. 

I take this opportunity of declaring that I have 
scarcely ever met with an idea in any European 
poet, or a passage in any historian, that I have 
not found a parallel to it in Oriental writers. 1 
must also request the readers w'ho arc inclined to 
criticise the style of this work, or my other Trans- 
lations, . that they will previously compare them 
with English books of the same period^ not with 
those of the present day. 

CHARLES STEWART. 

i 

P. S. I beg leave to add, that the book mem- 
tionedin ray Preface to the Memoirs of Timiir should 
hive been .-Ijatd al Miiktlnr, " Wonders oi* 
Desiim, uisiiad oi Ajaih al MnXljlulnt. 1 

\ 
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Humayftn, Emperor of HindOstan, was the son' 
of Baber, son of Omer Shykh, son of Abb Saied, son 
of Muhammed Myrzb, son of Myran Hussyn, son of 
Timur. 

His descendants, or successors, were the Emper- 
ors Akber, Jehangyr, Shall Jehan, Aalumgyr-Aurung- 
zyb, Behadur Shah, Ferrukhsyr, Muhammed, Ahmed, 
Aalumgyr II, Shah Aalum, Akber 11 . 

HumayCm was born at Kabul (A, H, 913, A. D. 

1 50*8 ), being the same year in which his father had 
taken the title of Padshah, the second brother was 
named Kamran, the third Hindal, the fourth Askery : 
they all bore the title of Myrzb (Prince) following 
their names, and will make a conspicuous figure in 
tins history.* 

1 When Baber invaded Hindustan (A. H. 932',. 
h. D. 1525), he gave the command of the right 
wing of his army to Humaybn, and he was the first 
general that engaged the Afghans. After the battle 
of Paniput he was’ sent on to secure the city of 
Agra, and the treasures of vSultbn Ibrahim ; he also 
commanded the army sent against the combined 
forces of the chiefs possessing the country on the 
eastward of the Ganges t in all of which measures 
he succeeded, and was rewarded by his father with. 

* As all Muhammedan names have meanings, I will explain 
that, Humayun signifies Anspicious^ Kamran Successfuly Hindal 
hidiau, Askery Boy?! in Camp : he was probably illegitimate. 
•IS his birth is not mcJitioned in the portion wt* have oi 
Baber's Memoirs. 
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a present of one crorc and srsenty laKs of d/.ms,* 
and a pal.iLC at Aj;ra uUlj all its contents. He 
afterwards look the ciiv of joatipfir, and then joined 
the iniptn.il arm) previous jo the bloody battle 
fought wuh the Hnidu Prniees near lhatn, m which 
he hit^hls ihs{Mt.;nis}ie<l htfust If 

It has been dee med rtqnisjtc to stale these err- 
cuinstanses, heeatise the .^IcInoIrs <h> not conrmencc 
till his uKiuniiii^ the* throne; and he h is been ac- 
cused of want of e-ntrfis ..s a niuinreh , na\, it has 
been c\cn said, that if he hid been a uor^e- man, he 
would have liLen a Rre.iter ktn« See’ Memoirs of 
the F.tnperor h\ William I’'rskinc, E*<I. 

London, 182^, and Dow s Histur) of Hmdilst^n. 

Ab the Author Ins St Idoni msc’rtcd am dates, I 
have been under the nece-ssiiy of suppl>nig ibtra 
from other sources 1 

P. S. Althoti'^li tlie tl\ nasty of Timur are ia 
India cilled Mo^'inU, the' fumly do notacknoW- 
lcd'j;e ihtnise’lves to he *^0 , they are properl) Ja 
Liy 7', rh, of a \ trv sujHitor clan to ilie Mo2;In i(s 
or Tartars , but m ordtr to deie-ritiimalc them frcjta 
the 'furkb of C 'iMstantm iple, ‘ the* former title 

been continued to them both in this work and\m 
the Memoirs of Timur * 

It is iieccsvar) also to observe here that the 
Tiilcliti Sole) man nicntiont d in the XI\Th Chapter 
is fwi the Perse-pohs of the Greeks: 1 Irve not 
been able to discover the liuioptan name of it. 

•I'orty of which mahe a rupee 
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PREFACE. 

IIS' THE NAME OF THE MOST MERCIFUL GOE, 

Glory be to God, the Lord of all Worlds, Praise 
and benedictions be also on his Prophet, and on all 
his descendants and -companions ; — 

The .dedication of this illustrious volume, is in 
the name of the Emperor, the Asylum of the world, 
the Just monarch, the Redresser of grievances, the 
Supporter of Church and State, Defender of the 
faith, Muhammed Humayun, the victorious Prince ; 
may God illuminate his resting place, and perpetu- 
ate his kingdom ; — 

Z' Here follow some Persian verses^ which are 
omitted in the tra^islation, ) 

Thus saith the humble servant of the Court, the 
Asylum of mankind, Joulier, having had the good 
fortune, while still a youth, to be admitted into the 
service of his Majesty Hum^yun, and having conti- 
nued in it till his death, I was at all times, and in 
all situations, in constant attendance on the royal 
person ; it therefore occurred to me as desirable that 
I should write a narrative of all the events to which 
I had been, an eye witness, that it may remain as a 
record of the past interesting occurrences ; I have 
endeavoured to explain them to the best of my hum- 
ble abilitj^, although in a style very inferior to the 
dignity pf the subject. I commenced this work in 
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CHAPTER I. 

0/ the death of the Emperor Eehvr-ad-dvu Miihammed Bahei\ 

, ( iuhose. soul dxvclletb in Paradise ) and the mounting, Ihe 

till one bv his son Ncsvr-ad-din Miihammed JF/nmavan.'^ A. 11. 
937. — A . D . 1530. 

{Here some verses from the Horan are 
introduced. ' 

The first events that occurred, after his Majestv’s 
succession to the throne, were the rebellions of Bvn 
and Ba yezid , A ft^hans, and of Mahmud Lodv, in the 
eastern provinces of the empire ; in consequence of 
.which his Majesty led his array (from Callinger) to- 
wards Joanpur, and, having encivmped on the banks 
of the river Goora pty, fought and defeated the rebels 
with great slaughter, A. H. 938. After this victory 
his Majesty prcfceeded against the strong fqrtress of 
Chunar, which was commanded by Jelal Khan, the 
son of the celebrated Shyr, Khan, who after a siesre 
of four months made his submission, and peace was 
concluded on the condition of a, party of Afghans 
commanded by Abdal Rashid, second son of Shvr, 
joining the King’s army, which in consequence' 
marched to^ Agra, the capital of the Moghuls, i Seat 
History of Bengaf page 138. ) 

Zehyr-acl-dyn and Nes\’r-ad-dyn are synoninunis, signifying 
the Support of Religion : eveiy Mussulman n ay take the 
surname ol Akduiumcd. ’ 
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.ficatnfrf hn Mjjfih'i expedition to Gujer^it, and the cenjuett ft 
that pi (A met / // g^o D 

When the ro)al army approached the forlre's of 
Chtlur on its nay to Gujerat, a Icllcr was received 
from Sultan Bchader of Gujcrai representing that 
he had laid siege to ChOtfir, and hoped very shortly 
to subdue the Infidels and exalt the fame of the 
Mussulman faith, and tlierelore hoped his Majesty 
would not interlerc 

The King, from his attachinem to the true faith 
and his hcroieal spirit, complied with the request; 
and having halted his troops waited till the fort was 
taken, after which SnliSn Bchader having returned 
to his own dominions, his Jlajcstv then continued 
his march till he reached the village of Mury, a de- 
pendency of the district of BuiIiAnjnir. 

Here he was opposed* by the army of Sultan 
Bchader; on which lus Majesty consulted uiih Ins 
chiefs how he should fight the enemy ; each of the 
generals gave bis opinion according to the best of 
his ability ; at length the King issued orders that 
his troops should surround the army of the SultaUr 
and cut off all their supplies ; in consequence of 
this determination several of the Moghul chieftains 
were detached, and ordered to act as by 

preventing any gram or other provisions from entei- 
ing the enemy’s camp * this mode of warfare conti- 
nued for nearly tliree months, w'hen provisions be- 
came so scarce that the enemy were obliged to live 
on horse ilesh, and SLinuied gicaL distiess ; dining 
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^his time skirmishes took place daily between the 
advanced parties. 

One night a dreadful noise and tumult “was heard 
an the enemy’s camp ; soon after which Ala Kuly, 
the chief engineer, came to his Majesty’s tent door, 
and when, questioned respecting the cause of the 
ciproar, represented that, he supposed the enemy 
were retreating, and that Ruiny Khhn, the comman- 
dant of their artillery, had burst his. two large guns, 
called Lyly and Mujenun ; during this conversation 
a person arrived from the enemy’s camp, and inform- 
ed his Majesty that Sulthn Behader with his army 
had taken flight, on which his Majesty returned 
thanks to the Almighty, The King then mounted 
his horse and pursued the Sultan, but on his way 
was joined by Rumy Khan, who, having deserted 
from the enemy, came and offered his services. 

Intelligence having been brought that Sultan 
Behader had taken refuge in the fortress of Mundu, 
in the province of Malwa, the victorious army pro- 
ceeded towards that place, and laid siege to the fort ; 
after some time the SultAn again made his escape, 
and shut himself up in the strong fortress of Chun- 
panyr. In the mean time the royal army having 
taken possession of Mundh found much plunder and 
treasure ; but his Majesty not paying any attention 
to such trifles eagerly pursued the Sultan, and having 
arrived at Chunpany'r, the capital of Gujerat, laid 
siege to it.* After the siege had been carried on 
for a considerable time, a person waited on his Ma- 
jesty, and in private informed him, that he could lead 

* See Do.\^s History of Hindustan, vol. ii. page 144, and 
-tlso Edinburgh Ga^etteel^ , 
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treasures. Auluni Kliiin being highly gratified by 
the reception he had met with, said, that if his 
Majesty wished for the Sultan’s wealth, he had only 
to order the water to be drawn olf the large bath 
over which they vvere then seated. This being 
reported to the King, he ordered them to collect a 
number of buckets and other vessels, and to empty 
the bath : while the people were thus employed, 
Aalum Khan told them that there was a more 
e.xpeditious mode of doing it ; he then directed 
them to dig under the Bath, where they discovered 
a drain and a plug-hole, which being opened 
allowed the water quickly to run off; they then 
found a great quantity of treasure, which was 
immediately divided among the army, by filling the 
shield of each person with materials in proportion 
to his rank : they afterwards discovered a well 
filled with gold and silver that had been melted 
( into ingots ), which was preserved untouched by 
,the army. 

j After this the King appointed Terdy Beg to the 
command of Chunpanyr, and prepared to set out 
for Cambay in pursuit of Sultan Behader. 

But the counsellors cunningly represented to his 
.Majesty, that as he had through the grace of God 
obtained the objects for which he. had commenced 
this war, viz. by defeating and expelling Sultan Be- 
hader, and obtaining immense wealth, it would now 
be advisable to advance one or two years pay to the 
army; to Jteep the remaining treasure in deposit for 
future emergencies, and then appoint Sultan Be- 
hader his deputy to rule the province of Gujerat ; 

" T|ic most western province of British India. 
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lhat such a liberal action would redound mucli to 
]ub fame, and would atlord Inm leisure to look after 
his other donnnioiis ; more tspccullv his presence 
being now required at Agra (the eapual), Jrom 
whence unfavourable rumoun> had rcaehtd them res- 
pecting the rebellion of Muhammed Zennln Sultan 
and some other chiefs. His Majesty was much dis- 
pleased with this advice, and said, "After havnng 
subdued this valuable province by the power of 
my svvofd, shall I give it up for nothing f Xo ; 
1 will keep It, aqd add it to the kingdom of 
Dehly." 

When the counsellors found that the King 
was displeased, and would not listen to their ad- 
j vice, they instigated the Prince Asker) * to march 
olfwiih his division of the arm), and to give out 
that he was going to seize upon the province of iJcl- 
hy . this measure was carried into efifect. About the 
same time the Prince Yadgar Nassir went privately 
to the governor of Chumpan)r, and told him lhat 
he had been sent by the Kmg to take command of 
the fortress, and also possession of the treasures; but 
Terdy Beg refused to comply, and sent olF an 
e>ipress to his Majesty on the subject, and to 
request his further orders, which were immediately 
sent, VIZ. to keep possession of the place and trea- 
sure. But when the King found that the princes 
and chiefs were thus confederating against him, 
and that Ins force was much reduced by the various 
detachments that had been sent to different places, 
he ordered the latter to be recalled, and proceeded 

* He was a natural brother of the King’s, and, is frequently 
mentioned in Baber’s Memoirs 
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towards Alnnedabad.* On the route, having re- 
ceived information of various insurrections, he 
. resolved to march to his capital, where he arrived 
in health and safety. Sultan Behader, finding that 
his Majesty had marched [.owards Agra, entered 
into a treaty with the Europeans (Portuguese') 
of vSiirat, and having through their assistance 
raised’ a force of 6,oco Abyssinians or Negroes 
returned to Ahmedabad. , 

I must now revert to the insurrection which 
took place during his Majesty’s e.xpedition to 
Gujerat. During the period that the King was 
employed in subduing the province of Gnjerat, 
•Muhammed Zeman Sultan, (a descendant of Timur,t 
and favourite of the late Emperoi;) taking advantage 
of his Majesty’s absence, gained possession of the 
countries situated on the north-east side of the 
Ganges, and fixed his own residence at Belgram, 
but despatched his son Aleg Myrza, with a consi- 
derable force to seize on the provinces of joanpury 
Kurra and Manikpur. As soon as this intelligence 
reached the Prince Hindal, the King’s youngest 
brother and representative at Agra, he collected an 
army and marched to Can ouge ; in consequence of 
this event Sultan Muhammed recalled his divisions 
and encamped with all his force on the northern 
bank of the Changes to oppose the royal troops ; in 
this situation the contending armies remained for 
some lime. At length the* emissaries of Hindal 
discovered a ford about ten miles above Canoime, 

Now the capital of Gujerat, taken by the English 
A. D. 1780/ 

f He was a son of* the celebrated Sultan Ilussyn 01 Herat. 
See Catalogue of 'fippooS Library. » 
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the I’lintc immedMtel) look ,ulvania{;c of this cir- 
cunibUncc, and luvinj; ordeied l!»at iii5> camp i»(jouM 
lemain standni", nun died quicth in tlic ni};lu, and 
M ilhoiil beuif; perceived by the icbcls ciobbod liic 
river uilh a)} Jiii irqops. 

As boon as the day broke the two armies drew 
Up m order of battle ; but just as the engagement 
was about to commence a very violent storm from 
the north-west' arose, and raised sucli a dust tliat 
the sky was obscured, and blew witli so much 
force in the faces of the rebels that they could not 
distinguish friend from foe , in consequence of 
which they took to ilight, and proceeded towards 
joanpur. The Prince Hindal having thus gained 
possession of the district of Belgram follou'ed the 
enemy, and again came up with them in the vicinity 
of Oude ; but, as the force of the two armies were 
now nearly equal, a considerable time was lost in 
ski rmishing , and endeavouring to gam the advantage 
of each other. At length Muhammed Sultan, 
having received information that the King w’as 
returned m health and safety to his capital, was 
afraid to contend any longejr, and fled with all his 
family tow’ards Couch Behar, W’hich adjoins the 
territory of Bengal. The Prince Hindal then 
proceeded to Joanpur, and look possession of that 
district. 



CHAPTER III, 


The arrival of the A 7 ;;^ at Af;ra — Return of the Prince 
Hindal to Court — Intelligence arrives of the rebellion of Shyr 
Shah in Bchar — The King marches to^tfChiuiar and takes that 
fortress. A- H. 944. — A. D. 1537. 

Some time after his Majesty had arrived in safety 
at his palace of Agra, the Prince Hindal and his 
officers returned from their expedition, and had the 
honour of paying their respects at the foot of the 
throne : they were all distinguished by honorary 
dresses ; a sumptuous banquet was given them, and 
the marriage ceremony of the Prince Hindal was 
celebrated with great rejoicings : the Prince Askery 
also, in reward for his good .conduct, had the 
district of Sumbul conferred on him, with orders to 
drive from thence all the par^ans o f the rebels. 
At this - time his Majesty was informed that Shyr 
Khan, the -Afghan, had taken possession of the dis- 
trict of Jarkund in Behar, and by artifice had seized 
the strong fortress of Rh-Otas-,— that he was then 
besieging Gour, the, capital of Bengal, and it was 
expected he would very shortly take that city. 

On hearing this intelligence his Majesty was 
much incensed, and said, “ The insolence of these 
Afghans exceeds all bounds ; let us go and take 
Chunar from them. " He then consulted Rumy 
Khan, the Engineer, ( who had deserted from Sul- 
, t^n Beh^der ) what was his opinion as to the practi- 
cability of taking that fortress. Rumy Kh^n replied, 
“ If it pleased God we shall take it [by force. ” 

* See History of Bengal, page 139, • , 

3 
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In short the army marched frotoi Agra and ar- 
rived within ten milis of Chuiur on the day of S/ub^ 
berat o( A H 945, A D 1538. The engineer then 
deliberated how he should gain information respect- 
ing the strength and defences of llie* fortress, and 
aipunst wlncli of ttic bastions lie should make* his 
ittack, or wlicre* he* should run his mines ; in order 
to elfcct this measure he adopted the following 
cruel expedient. He ^had a faithful^ Negro slave 
/called Kel.'lfAt, whom he Hogged in such a manner 
tint the stripes were conspicuous on his back and 
limbs , he then commanded the slave to go to the 
Afghanis, and say that he was the servant of Kuiny 
Kluln , but tliat bis master having unjustly Hogged 
him he had deserted, and had come to ofier Ins ser- 
vices to them , that if he succeeded to get into the 
fort b) tlicsc means be should miinitely examine it, 
and then return to him, when he should be well re* 
w irdtd 

KeKlf.tt strictly complied willi the orders he had 
received, went to the Afghans, was admitted into the 
fort, wheie his wounds were dressed and cured ; he 
then informed them that he was well skilled in engi- 
neering , that if they would employ him, he would 
point out to them where they should mount their 
guns more effectually to annoy the enemy, and 
would indicate to them where the fortifications re- 
quired strcngtliLiiing, m order to pi event Kuniy 
Khan from making an) impression on them. 

The scheme succeeded, and the deserter was 
allowed to examine every part of the fort.* A few 

•In the year 1763 the English attempted to takeChuiiar 
bj storm, but \vere repulsed it aftenvards capitulated See 
LdmbvrgU Gazetteer 
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nights- after this' having made his escape, he came 
and reported all the circumstances to his master ; 
advised him to attack the bastion on the river side, 
to run a sap on the land side, and to surround the 
place in such a manner as to cut off all communica- 
tion with the country. 

in consequence of this useful information Rumy 
Khan brought his great guns to bear on the bastion 
near the riv^, and appointed different batteries 
round the fort to various officers. 

During the period Muhammed Sultan, and the 
other rebel chiefs formerly mentioned, came and- 
asked forgiveness for their transgression, which his- 
Majesty was graciously pleased to grant, and gave 
them suitable commands in the army. 

Rumy Khan finding that his guns did not make 
a proper impression- on the fort, requested permis- 
sion to- erect a wooden battery on the river; he 
was ordered to- 'take any measures he thought best 
to- effect the end. He therefore procured three 
large boats, on which he formed a battery, and built 
up a high tower which commanded the walls of the 
fort. After some months, when every thing was- 
prepared, the floating battery was impelled during 
the night across the river, and anchored olo^se to- 
the fort. A general' attack was then commenced ; 
but the besieged' so- well defended themselves, that 
the floating battery was injured, and seven huhdred' 
of the King’s troops were killed, while but little 
impression was made on the fortress. 

On the following morning the artificers were 
employed to repair the floating battery ; but the 
besieged finding that his Majesty was determined on 
taking the place, and. that they had no prospect of 




'CHAPTER IV. 


- The King proceeds to Bengal^ and subdues that province, 
A. £r. 945 — D. 1538-9. 

His Majesty having taken possession of the 
strong fortress of Chunar, marehed towards Bengal ; 
when encamped near Benares, he made particular 
inquiries respecting Shyr Khan ; in answer to- 
which the Raja Buja of Benares informed him that 
Shyr was then besieging Gour, the capital of 
Bengal, and expected every day to take it, and 
probably was ere this time in possession of the 
whole province. His Majesty replied, that in order 
to prevent the Afghans uniting, he would go and 
take the fortress of Rhotas"^ from them. In short, 
the royal army marched towards the district of 
Bherkimd (Jarkund), but when they bad reached the 
river Soane, intelligence was brought that Shyr 
Khan had taken the city of Gour, and intended to 
remove all the treasures to the fort of Rhotas. 

His Majesty now determined to- detach the- 
Prince Hindal and Yad^ar Myrza to secure Delhy 
and Agra, -while he himself proceeded towards 
Bengal. In consequence of this resolution, these 
two princes were detached with their respective 
forces to assume the command of the above men- 
tioned provinces, and his Majesty continued his 
route towards Bherkiuid. but at the same time sent 

j ' 

forward Hussyn, the Turkuman, as his ambassador 
to Shyr Khan, with * the following message, viz. 

See Edinburgh GazeLtecr, or History ol Bengal. * 
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“ that he should imiiiediaicly send lo his Majcslv the 
umhrelhi, the tin one, and the treasure of HengaJ, 
and that he should evacuate tile fort of Rhoiaa, and 
give up possession of tlie territory lie had taken ; in 
exchange for uhich he might have titc fort of 
Chiuiar,’ the city of Joanpiir, and any other place 
he chose.” 

Shyr IvhAn received the ambassador gracioualy ; 
but replied, ** that, it having cost him five or six 
years toil to subdue Bengal, with the loss of a great 
number of his soldiers, it was impossible he could 
resign that conquest.” When the ambassador 
returned with this message, he further explained' 
to his Majesty that Shyr KhAn, attended by a large 
force, was proceeding by the hill road with all the 
treasures towards Rhotas. 

When the royal army arrived at Miincah 
(situated at the junction of the Soaiie with the 
Ganges), Syed Mahmud, the expelled king of 
Bengal, joined the camp,* having been severely 
wounded wdiile making his escape. He represented 
to his Majesty that he had yet several granaries 
and stores in Bengal sufficient ^for many armies, and 
urged his Majesty to proceed thither. 

Humayun received the unfortunate monarch with 
great courtesy; encouraged him to keep up liis 
spirits, and assured him he would reinstate him in 
his kingdom of Bengal. 

From Muneah the King detached Jehangyr 
Kuly with a large force to precede the army, and 
to gain possession of the strong passes of Terrya- 
giirhy and Sikryagurhy. 

. ■* See Uisiory of Bcngaf, p-age r.’i. 
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• . Tn compliance with these orders fehangyr Kuiy 
made several forced marches ; but, on his arrival 
in the vicinity of the passes, found that Jelal Khan, 
son of Shyr Khin, had strongly fortified them, 
and was encamped there with a large force. 

The royal army was therefore obliged to halt ; 
and while they were endeavouring to explore a road 
through the hills, Jelal Khan made a sally ; sur- 
prised the camp, and killed a number* of brave 
officers and men. On this event the advanced 
party retreated, and joined the main body at 
Colgong : while at this place a very heavy rain fell 
for several days, which compelled the King to halt, 
during which time Hajy Muhammed Beg was sent 
forward to explore the passes and procure further 
intelligence. 

When the Hajy reached the pass he obtained 
information that Shyr Khan had written to his son 
Jelal, that all the treasures of Bengal being now 
secured, he might evacuate the ‘passes, and permit 
the Moghuls to enter that province, whilst some 
means might be devised to surround and entrap 
them. In obedience to this order Jelal immediately 
commenced his retreat. 

On receiving this unexpected intelligence the 
Hajy sent back two of his officers to congratulate 
his Majesty on the success of his arms, and on his 
being master of the passes. On obtaining this 
information the King moved forward with the whole 
army, and in four days with little difficulty took 
possession of Gour, the capital of Bengal, and 
drove away all the Afghans.* 


'*■ See History of Bengal, page 123. 
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After tivansing .ind rtpurnig the e»l>, ibt Hrvt 
actofhi:* Majesty u.is to divide tlic proviiie’c into 
|ag>rs among his ofiicerj»; after ulueh he very 
uiuecouiitabl) shut himself up for a considerable 
time in Ills IliJram, and abandoned himself to every 
kind of indulgence and Inxiir). 

While the King had thus for several months, 
given himself up to pleasure and indolence, infor- 
mation uSs at length conveved to him that hhyr 
Khin had killed seven hnndrid Moghuls had haid 
Megc to the fortress of t hunar, and taken the city 
of Benares, and had also sent fonvard an army 
along the banks of the Ganges to take Canoiige ; 
that he had, further, seized the families of several 
of the olhcers, and sent them prisoners to 
Rhotas 

When his Majestv was informed of these inaus- 
picious events, he alfected not to believe them, and 
said, “u was impossible that Shvr Khan should have 
dared to do so At length, Ins Majesty, being 
convinced of the truth of the intelligence, called 
a gcnenil assembly of his officers, and consulted 
with them what was advisable lobe done, and whom 
he should leave in charge oG Bengal, the ofiicers 
replied, “that he might promote and appoint to 
tint honour whomsoever bethought best fitted for 
It.’ The king then said, “Zaliid Beg has often urged 
me to promote him I will now appoint him gover- 
nor of Bengal, and leave with him several other 
olheers with their quotas of troops.” 

Zahid Beg, being present, and not liking 
Bengal, said, “ What ! could you find no other place 
to kill me in than Bengal ?’’ On hearing this 
spee<'h, the King was \cr\ aiigrv, and said, “I 
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must, put this scoundrel to death.” Zahid Beg 
unmediately rose ayd left the assembly. 

It is requisite to observe that the cause of this 
•officer’s presumption was his being married to a 
sister of Bykc Begum^ one of the King’s concu- 
bines. He therefore immediately went to claim the 
protection of the Begum, tvho strongly interceded 
for his pardon ; begged the King to forgive him, 
and leave him in charge of Bengal ; but his 
Majesty positively refused, and said, “he would 
put him to death,” On this the Begum sent a 
message to Zahid Beg, informing him that she had 
in vain tried to obtain his pardon ; he had better 
therefore look to himself. On this hint the culprit 
resolved to make his escape ; and having prevailed 
on two other officers to join him, fled towards Agra, 
’where having arrived in safety, they took refuge 
v/ith the Prince Hindal. 

When the assembly broke up, his Majesty ordered 
Khan Khanan Ludy to take the command of the 
advanced guard and proceed to Mongier, there to 
wait the arrival of the main body : these orders 
were duly complied with, and Khan Khanan 
having reached Mongier, halted there. 

In the mean time, the king having settled all 
the affairs of Bengal, appointed Jehangyr Khly to 
be governor, and marched towards Mongier; but 
previous to his arrival there, he received intelligence 
that the rebel, Shyr Khan, had sent a detachment 
which had come unexpectedly on Mongier, had burnt 
the gates of the town, and had taken Khan Khanan 
prisoner,* and sent him off to Shyr Khan, 

* As this personage was an Afghan— nobleman, it is more 
4 
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This event g'lve the King gre it iinensiness , he 
therefore sent for tlie Prince, Askery, his best 
generil, and offered him instiling he chose to ask, 
proiided he could deliver him from the present 
calamity the Prince replied that he Mould consult 
with his officers, and then inform his Majesty. 
Having assembled his officers, the Prince communi- 
cated to them the King s offer After some delay 
they said, “what are the wishes of your Highness? ’ 
he replied, ‘ I should wish for money; for some of 
the valuable manufactures of Bengal , for some 
young elephants, and a few ctniuc/is * The officers 
were quite astonished at this answer, and the 
Prince seeing that they were dissatisfied, insisted 
upon their giving their sentiments frankly they at 
length said, the fact is the King is now in hostility 
with Shyr Khin, and placed in a very perilous 
situation, from whence nothing but our bravery and 
devotion can extricate him, let us, therefore, 
demand from him something of importance In the 
first place, an augmentation of each of our corps, 
and an increase of allowance, secondly, a large 
sum in ready money if he sh^ll comply with these 
terms, we will be answerable that Shyr Khan shall 
/not injure him Askery approved of this counsel, 
and represented it to his Majesty, who immediately 
agreed to the terms , gave them a sum of money, 
and various presents, he also sent to them a 
reinforcement of brave men and distinguished 

probaHe that he carried on a treasonable correspondence with 
Shyr Khan 

* In the Ayeen Akberry we find that Bengal especially the 
district of Silhet, supplied the market ivith eunuchs See 
>ol I page Jo j 
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officers.. He then ordered the Prince to proceed 
towards the enemy, to force his way through the 
passes, 'and wait for the coming up of the main 
,hody at Colgong ; but in the mean time to send all 
the information he could obtain respecting the 
movements of Shyr Khan, who had now taken the 
title of ( King), Askery complied with these 
orders, and sent intelligence from Colgong that 
Shyr Shah was at the same- time besieging Chunar 
and Joanpur, and had actually taken possession of 
all the country as far as Canouge ; further, that he 
was collecting a large army in the vicinity of Rhotas, 
and had completely blocked up the road to the 
western provinces. 

On receipt of this bad news the King advanced 
rapidly to the vicinity of Mongier, on the northern 
side of the river ; and while encamped there was 
waited on by the Prince Askery, and the officers of 
the advance guard. 

The King then summoned a general council of 
all the Chiefs,, and demanded, their opinion whether 
he should cross the Ganges, or continue his route 
on the northern ba.nk of the river ; many of the 
Chiefs advised that the army should continue on the 
northern bank, and proceed direct to Joanpur^ 
where, being refreshed and- recruited, they might 
then proceed towards any object that might appear 
advisable. 

Muvyd Beg,, in whom his Majesty unfortunately 
placed too much confidence, was of a different 
opinion, and represented that if the army did not 
pass the river and proceed by the high road, Shyr 
Khan would suppose the King was afraid of him, 
according to the proverb, “when fate descends 
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the eye*; of, prudence become blind;” and tbc 
advice of Mnvyd Bej* was adopted.* 

In ^hoit, the army crossed the river and 
marched on (ill it reached M(tticah, at the mouth of 
the Soane, where is situated the tomb of the 
celebrated Sufy Saint Yehy. Here a crier was 
sent round the camp to proclaim that the soldiers 
should put on their armour, and be on their 
guard, as the enemy might be hourly expected ^ 
in fact on the next day some of them appeared, and 
a skirmisli took place between the advanced partics- 

The day following, while we were preparing 
to march, news was brought that the enemy had 
seized the boats, v\hich i^ere laden with all the 
great guns that had been used at the siege of 
Cfaunar Tins inteliigence much vexed ins Majesty^ 
but he gave orders to proceed in battle array.. 

On the fourth day, while we were encamped 
near the village of Chowsar,t tlie army of Slnr 
Shah, having made a forced march, came in sight. 
His Majesty then consulted with the Chiefs 
what was proper to be done, Kasim Hussyn said, 
'* that, as the enemy had copie thirty-six miles 
that dav, and tlieir horses were much tired, while 
ours were quite fresh, it was advisable to attack 
them immediately, and let us see to whom God 
would give the victot).” 

*Il appears extraortiinarj wh} (he Iiigfr road heUreeo 
Benares and Gonr should have been conducted on the south 
side of the Ganges The King cerlainK owed his nusfortuue 
to having made use of it, instead of passing b) Hajjpur. 

tA battle wa'^ fought here ni 1754 between the Biitish 
and the irmv of Shuja ad DowU It is getierallv called the 
battle of Biixar 
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The King approved this measure ; hut Muvyd 
Beg was again of a contrary opinion to the other 
officers, and said, “there was no necessity for 
hurry or perturbation j ” to which his Majesty 
having at length agreed, the army encamped;- 
but the troops were disheartened. 

Shyr Khan also encamped, but threw up an 
entrenchment around his camp. In this situation 
the armies remained for nearly two jnonths;: 
but skirmishing took place daily between the 
pickets, and a number of brave men were killed 
on both sides. 

At this juncture the rains set in with great 
violence, and the camp of Shyr Khan was under 
water; in consequence of which he changed his 
ground, and encamped on the 'skirts of a hill 
five or six miles to the westward; but the skir- 
mishing still continued, till at length it was 
|:hought advisable to enter into a treaty with the 
enemy arid make peace. 

In- consequence of this determination, the very 
respectable and reverend Shykh Khelyl, -who was 
descended from the .celebrated saint, Feryd 
Shekergimjy, was sent to Shyr Kh^n for the pur- 
pose of settling the treaty. Shyr Khan agreed 
to make peace on condition of Chunar with its 
district being given up to him. 

At first the King would not consent to this 
measure, but at length was obliged to comply 
with his insolent demands, and peace was accord- 
ingly concluded. 



CHAPTER V. 


0/ the mghtatliick made by Shyr Jiba», and tis ccnscqutnas^ 
A H 946—^/ D 1539 

As soon 33 the peace was concluded, the 
treacherous Shyr Khin summoned his principal 
officers? and said to them, 'Ms there any of you 
brave enough to go and storm the Moghul camp?”^ 
At first not one of the Afghan officers would 
undertake the task. At length a person called Khu^s 
Khan said, “ if he would give him a detachment 
of good soldiers and a number of war elephants, 
he would attempt it, and exert himself t 5 the 
utmost ; ” adding, “this is a business of chance ; but 
let us see to whom ‘ God wall give the victory. 

Shyr Khin was much pleased ivith Khuas Khan’s 
proposal, and gave him his choice of all the troops 
and several war elephants ; but although the 
detachment marched from the camp at ten o’clock 
of the morning, the artful general loitered about 
till night. In the mean time, Shylrh Khelyl sent 
oBF a messenger to his Majesty, cautioning him to 
be on his guard ' but “when fate descends, caution 
is in vain. ” 

( Here follows a lojig story taken from the histoty 
of Mtihammcd on the fatal effects of presumption.) 

The King would not believe the information, 
or that Shyr Khan would be guilty of such a 
breach of honour or religion, and passed the night 
without taking any precautions; but just as the 
sun rose next morning, the Afghans entered 



MEMOIRS OF HUMAVUN. 25 

• 

ilie rear of our encampment ; made a dreadful 
uproar, and caused the greatest confusion both 
among the troops and followers. His Majesty 
on hearing the noise ordered the kettle-drums 
to be beaten, and in a short time about three 
hundred cavalry assembled around him. In a 
few minutes one of the enemy’s war elephants 
approached ; on which his Majesty made a sign to 
Myr Bejk6, who was celebrated for his valour, 
and who, with his two sons, Gurk Aly and 
Tetta Beg, one of whom carried the King’s double- 
barrelled gun and the other the royal spear, to 
attack the elephant; but as none of them had 
the heart to do it, his Majesty snatched the spear 
from the hand of Gurk Aly, spurred on his horse, 
and struck the elephant with such force on the 
forehead that he could not draw out the spear 
again : in the mean time an archer who was 
seated on the elephant discharged an arrow, 
which wounded the King in the arm, and the enemy 
began to surround him. His Majesty then called 
to his troops to advance and charge the enemy, 
/but no one obeyed; and the Afghans having 
succeeded in throwing every thing into confusion, 
one of the King’s followers came up, seized his 
bridle, and said “ there is no time to be lost ; 
when your friends forsake you, flight is the only 
remedy.” The King then proceeded to the bank 
of the river, and although followed by one of 
his own elephants, he urged his horse- into 
,the stream,* but in a short time the horse sunk. 

• Baber tells us in his Memoirs that he swam his horse 
across the Ganges in several places, but it was probably in the 
dry season. 
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On seemR this event Wdter earner \\ho Ind 

distended his leathern bag { musek ) with air, 
offered it to his Majesty, who by means of *the 
bag swam the river On reaching the northern 
bank he asked the man his name , be said, 
“Nizam the King replied, “I will make jour 
name as celebrated as that of Nizam addyn-Aulia (a 
famous saint), and you shall sit on my throne” 
On this memorable day a great number of 
the royal troops were killed, and an equal number 
drowned m attempting to cross the Ganges,* 
in short hts Majesty, having escaped this dreadful 
danger, proceeded towards Agra 

In a little time the King received intelligence 
that Myr Teryd Ghr was pursuing him from the 
eastward, and that ShJh Muhammed Afghan was 
encamped in his front, and determined to prevent 
his progress On hearing this bad news the troops 
were very much discouraged, and inclined to desert 
their standards 

f At length Rajah Perbehdn represented, that 
if his Majesty would permit him, he would 
undertake with his own troops to stop Feryd 
Ghr , in the mean time the King might continue 
his march and encounter his enemies These 
measures were approved, and the army advanced , 
upon which the Afghans retreated, and left the 
road open 

After a number of marches the royal army 
arrived at Calpy,'!' where the governor, the son 

In the History of Hindustan the number is stated at 

8000 

t A Urge town situated on the south banL of the rive*" 
Jumna 
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of Kasim Kerachy, had prepared a number of 
presents for the King, but by the shameful advice 
of his father, who commanded one of the divisions 
of the armf^, (^nly offered a few trifling articles. 
On hearing of this circumstance his Majesty 
would not accept any of them but an embroidered 
saddle, which he said he would take for his brother 
Kamran. 

From Calpy the army continued its march till 
it reached Agra, in the vicinity of which place the 
Prince Kararfin was encamped in a garden called 
the Zer Afshan (^scattering gold^ : when the Prince 
heard of his Majesty's approach he came out to 
meet him ; and the King having alighted from 
his horse embraced him ; after which they went 
and sat in the Prince’s tent. After some time 
Kamran said, “ as your Majesty has now arrived 
in safety, and regained possession of your throne, 
I request you will forgive our younger brother, 
the Prince Hindal, his improper conduct for my 
sake.”* The King replied, “I forgive him at your 
request : write to him that he may come to court 
in safety. ” 

Soon after the Kiftg had remounted his throne, 
the water carrier who had enabled him to swim 
the Ganges paid his respects ; and his Majesty 
remembering his Toyal promise, seated him for 
two hours upon the throne, and desired him 
to ask for whatever he wished. 

Some days afterwards the King held a public 
court at the Stone Palace in the garden of the 

* On- learning Humayiin’s defeat he had seized on some 
of the provinces in his own name, and was then at Aliir. 
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1 lU* Kmpcror H.»bcr, .it uimb were prt<^enl -ill 
the IVuiCes uiui Nobles. 

When the .isjvcmbly ucre staled^ the Kinj,', 
turning to hi*) brother Ivamr.'in, wid/'tcll me 
hmustly what was the reason of Hind.il rebcUing 
against me. ‘ Kamr.'in did not answer hii) Majesty ; 
but addressing Hindai, asked, “how did it happen 
that, instead of sending assistance to his Majesty, 
'^yon deserted him in his distress^' Ilindal was 
iniKh ashamed ; laid the blatnc on his evil advisers, 
and pleaded Ins own south and inexperience; 
aeknowU’dged bis fawfl, and asked (orgiveucss. 
The King replied, “verv well, as sou now repent 
and have asked pardon, I forgite >ou, bill it 
IS at tlie request of \oiir brother, I hope this 
will be a warning to yon never to listen to the 
insidious advice of evil-minded persons; don’t 
you recollect the story of the discord that look 
place among the companions of the propbci 
m consequence of the malicious advice of some 
of his slanderers He then added, “ wh.at has 
passed, has passed, let us think no more of 
It, but let us be unanimous and devise menus 
to repel i>h\r Sh.di and the* Afghans, who after 
concluding peace with me at Cliowsnr, acted 
treacherously, attacked me at night, and h.i\e 
now gamed possession of ail my territory as far 
as Canouge. ” 

rUe Princes and Nobles replied, “ by the grace 
of God, and the good fortune of your Majesty, 
we will hencefoniard evince oitr bravery and 
attachment in such a manner as completely 
to subdue all your enemies. “ Soon after this 
t-oiiversatiou the prayer lor success was lead. 
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ulul his ^f;ljc^sly coniniundcti lh;u '*it the end 
of the month ZykAd the royal tents should be 
pitched- in the garden of Zer Afshan, as the 
preliminary of our marching agaitist the eiietny. 

The Prince Kaniran entreated that tlie King 
would remain in his capital, and permit him to 
command the army, and pronnsed that he wouhi 
give a "otKi accotint of the Afghans, ‘but the 
King replied, “ No, Shyr Khan defeated me, 
and I will have my revenge of him, do yutt 
remain here in short it was dcicrmiiieil that 
the King should lead the army iu pet.NOJi, 
atid the Pritice continue in charge of Agra.. 


ruAi’TKR vr. 

T!u marches ih meet thr aHii A tlcfc.Uni. /\*rhc/fra: 

(jf the Piincc Kami an. .i, //. (^^7, W* 

The following day the King, attended by the 
whole army, left the^ city and encamped on the 
plains of Abhypur ; he tlieu- reviewed and nnis- 
tered the troops, the number of which amounted, 
to 90,000 cavalry, but as some of them were 
not properly equipped his Majesty ordereii them 
to. be well supplied from the arsenal. lie 
also, conferred honorary dresses and other marks 
of distinction on all the principal oflicers, and 
omitted nothing to rouse the spirits and encourage 
the soldiers foe the ensuing campaign. After 

*■ N. R '1 lie soUliei 15 iinuu’r cheir uwii hui'icii aiui .trtii», bui 
fliii wai a graiuiious act ol his M’ajci^ty, 
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I feu (l»>s nnrch the irmy rtaehtil CinoiJ«c, 
uhith IS suuaicd on the western bank of the* 
Ganges, and here Uirued that blijr Khan v>as 
tncampid on the oilier side of the river, at 
this lime an express arrived from Pcrhehiln 

of Arout otfering to join him with hi? troops, 
provided the King would meet him at Pule, His 
Mijest), Ilouewer, would not agree to this measure, 
but gave orders for the arm) to cross the nver 
at Canouge 

It was on the loth da> of the* month Miiharrcm 
that the army clothed in armour, with keltic 
drums beating and trumpets sounding, passed 
the Gingts, the right was commanded by the 
Prince Ilindal and was opposed to Jclal the 
son of Slur Khln , the left was led b) the 
l*rince \sker) and was opposed by Khnas Khin, 
uid the centre under the orders of his Majesty 
advanced against the mam body of the Afghflns, 
when a fierce battle ensiled be)ond the powers 
of deseripiion 

Here follow some P,,rsian icrzes 

After the battle* had riged for some time, 
information was brought to his Majesty that the 
/Prince Hindal had discomfited the Afghans opposed 
to him, but tint the left under Askery was 
compelled to retreat, Mjrza Hyder represented 
tint in order to let the fugitives pass, it was 
requisite to loose the chains of the carnages which 
formed a barricade in front of ^he centre, Ins 
Majesty uiifortunaiel) complied with tins advice, 
and the chains being unloosed, the runaways 
passed through tin; line of earn igcs m hits 
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Daring this time an Afghan, clothed in black, 
advanced and struck the King’s horse on the 
forehead with a spear, on which the animal 
turned round and became unmanageable. 

Here follow several verses of the Kordn^ to prove 
we cannot contend with fate. 

His Majesty afterwards related, that as soon 
as he could control his horse he saw the Afghans 
employed in plundering the carriages, and wished 
to have charged them, but some person caught 
the reins of the steed, and led him to the bank 
of the river. Here, while undetermined how 

to act, he saw an old elephant which had 
belonged to the late Emperor, he called to the 
driver to bring the elephant to him, who did 
so, he then mounted, and asked a eunuch who 
was in the Howdah^ what was his name, he 

replied Kafur, ” his Majesty then ordered the 

driver to carry him across the river, but the/ 

fellow refused, - and said the elephant would 
be drowned, on which the eunuch whispered, 
that he suspected the driver wished to carry them 
over to the enemy, it would therefore be advisable 
to take off the fellow’s head ; the King said, “how 
shall we then make the elephant cross the river ; ’’ 
the eunuch replied, “ that he understood something 
of driving an elephant, ” * upon hearing this, 
his Majesty drew his sword and so wounded 
the' driver that he fell off into the water, and 

* The Birman princes always guided their own elephants, 
and it appears by the Lucknow Newspapers, that the King of 
Oude now does it, formerly it would have been reckoned deroga- 
tory to a great man. 
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the cuuucU stepped douii from the iluutUih on 
the neck of the anima!, and caused him to pass 
the river; his Majesty further related, that when 
he arrived near the bank, U was so steep that 
he could not find a place to ascend, at length 
some of the camp colour men, who ivtre- on the* 
look out for him, lied their turbans together, 
and throwing an end of the* cloth to him, he with 
some dilficuliv climbed up, the) then brought 
him a horse* on whieh he mounted and proceeded 
towards Agra, the King further added, “ that the 
persons who commanded the colour-men were two 
brothers w'ho seemed so allctiionaic to each other, 
that It aroused a s\in paths m ni) breast, and 
I became \er\ anxious for the safeiv of nn 
brother Hindal and ni> other connections. In 
about an hour, the arrow of m> prayer hit the 
butt of consent, for my dear brother came and 
paid his respects, on which I returned thanks 
to the Almigliiy God, by whose single* command of 
Be ! the w*hole* universe w-as instantly produced,” * 

O my friends, although his Majesty was in 
some respects unfortunate, as .who can contend 
against fate , still )ou see* his pra)ers were 
accepted. 

Here follows a lase of the KorCln^ which is 
followed by three anecdotes taken from the ecclesias- 
tical ( Miihammedan ) history y to prove that good 
fortune and adversity^ depend upon times and 
seasons. 

In short the* King having been joined by the* 

*Tlic Koran states tint «licn tlic Aliniglitc created the 
Umverse, he mcrcl) sud Kun, Ue, .lud tl 
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Princes Hindal and Askery and the Myrzas Yadgar, 
Nasir, &c. proceeded joyfully towards Agra, when 
they reached the village of Bhyngang, the peasants 
who were in the habit of plundering a defeated 
army, stopped up the road, and one of them 
wounded Myrza Yadgar with an arrow, on which the 
Myrza * said to the Prince Askery, “ do you go on 
and punish these villagers, while I stop to dress my 
^woimd. ” The Prince was displeased at this 
request, and gave the Myrz^. some abuse, on which 
the other retorted in harsher language, and the 
Prince struck him three times \vith his horsewhip, 
which was returned with interest on the other 
side. 

When intelligence of this unpleasant fracas 
reached the King, he said, “ they had better have 
vented their spite on the robbers than on each other, 
what has happened cannot be recalled, but let, 
us hear no more of it. ” 

In short the King reached Agra in safety, and'''- 
alighted at the house of Syed Rajia Addyn 
(a religious person), who immediately brought 
forward bread and melons, and whatever else was 
ready for his Majesty’s breakfast, but the King 
ordered the Prince Hindal and all the servants 
to go into the Fort and bring out his mother 
and family, and their doniestics, also the treasures 
and stores. 

* At this period a number of the descendants of Timur and 
a few of Jengyz Khan had found their way into Hindustan and 
all took the title of Myrza ; but although this ought to 
follow the name, it is frequently not attended to, and in this 
work it often precedes the name, as Myrza Yadgilr, &c. this 
person was married to an aunt of the King's, 
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It non becomes requisite to mention the strange 
conduct of the Prince Kamran. It has been stated 
that when the King marched, from Agra, he left 
his brother in charge of the city and commander 
of the province , a short time after the departure of 
the army, the Prince was taken ill, and supposing 
tint the climate disagreed with him, he prevailed oh 
several of the officers of government to accompany 
him to Lahore, where he recommenced his insidious 
conduct, which shall be further explained. 

After the King had refreshed himself, his host 
the Shyed entered into a religious discourse 
VMlb him, and said, “ the affairs of this world are 
sometimes like a running stream, and at other 
times like a standing pool * It is, therefore, advisable 
that ) our Majesty should now abandon this place.” 
He then presented a handsomely caparisoned horse, 
and gave the King his blessing 

The King having mounted proceeded towards 
the town of Fuitypur Sikry, on the march he was 
joined by the Prince Hindal, ivho, after paying his 
respects, presented a rich dagger and inlaid sword, 
which he had brought from the arsenal of Agra. 
The first daj the King halted in the garden of the 
late Emperor Baber, but while he ivas seated there 
an arrow came from the hill of Sikry, two of the 
attendants were immediately sent up the hill to 
discover who was the perpetrator of this act, but 
they both soon returned severely wounded without 
seeing any body 

His Majesty, suspecting some treachery might 
be intended, again mounted his horse and proceeded 
towards the village of Clnineh , at this time, besides 
the domestics, there were but a few office! s in 
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attendance, one of these however, named Fakher Aly, 
had the insolence to precede the King, on which 
his Majesty became very angry, and said to him, 
“ it was by your advice that 1 crossed the Ganges 
(previous to the late battle) I wish you had been 
killed there, how dare you presume to go befoie 
me;” in consequence Fakher Aly turned round his 
horse, made bis obeisance, and fell into .the rear 
of the troop. 

, When the King had safely arrived at Chuneh, and 
was halted on the bai^af-the Konbyr ,river, the 
Prince Askery came up and informed him that he 
had obtained intelligence of Shyr Khan having 
detached Feryd Gur in pursuit, and that the enemv 
were approaching. He, therefore, advised that his 
Majesty should immediately proceed, .while he and 
the few remaining troops would cover his retreat. 
In consequence of this advice, the King mounted 
kis horse and set off, but the followers were thrown 
into the greatest alarm, not knowing what to do, 
no one attempted to assist another, the son paid no 
attention to his father, nor the father to the son, but 
each person endeavoured to conceal whatever 
valuables he had, and to make his escape ; to add to 
their distress a very heavy rain fell, in short, God 
preserve us from seeing such another day. 

When the King found that the people were so 
dispirited and in such confusion, he halted, and 
having assembled the Princes and Nobles that were 
still in attendance, said to them, “ formerly I had 
soldiers in my army from all parts of the world, some 
of them were killed at the battle of Chowsar, others 
at the battle of Canougc, those that remajne’d are 
now in a wi etched state ; I would .rather, be killed 
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myself than be cause of such misery ; 1 ''ill now 
retreat 'vith circumspection, and thereby hope to 
preserve the lives of my faithful follo'vers,” he 
then ordered the troops to alight, and having 
divided them into three bodies, the right he gave 
in charge of the Prince Hindal, the left to Yadgir 
Myrz4, and retained the center under his own 
command, some other officers were appointed 
to bring up the rear, and the whole to march 
slowly and in regular array He further ordered 
that if any person ventured to precede the royal 
division, or to plunder, he should be severely 
punished. ) 

After some time a Moghul came and complained 
that an officer, named Chumputty Behader, had 
taken his horse 

The King immediately sent a messenger with 
the complainant and ordered that Chumputty should 
give back the horse, but the insolent officer refused 
to do so, and made use of some improper expressions, 
on hearing this his Majesty commanded that he 
should be beheaded , the order was obeyed, the bead 
was fixed on a spear, and shevi n to the whole army, 
m order to frighten, render them obedient of 
command, and to restrain them from plundering the 
villages 

Marching from this place, at the rate of twenty 
or twenty four miles per day, the army reached 
the town of Sirhind , here the Prince Hindal wasi 
ordered to remain some days, while his Majesty 
proceeded to Muchwareh, situated on the banks •©£ 
the Sutlege , as the nver was very full and boats 
were scarce, it was with much delay and difficulty 
that the troops were earned over, in the mean time 
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intelligence was brought that Shyr KhSii had 
himself halted in Delhi, but that his troops were 
.only eighty or one hundred miles in our rear. 

The army having . been joined soon after by 
Tlihdal’s division continued its march to Jallindher, 
here the Prince was again ordei'ed to halt, while the 
King proceeded t o L a hore, and took up his abode 
in the house of Roushen Ayshy, on the da-y 
following' he sent off Muzuffir Beg, the Turkuman, 
with some . troops, to relieve the Prince Hindal in- 
the defence of Jallindher, in consequence Muzuffir 
encamped on the western bank' of the Gundwal 
or Beyah river, and the' Afghans soon after made 
their appearance on the opposite bank. 

In short, his Majesty having assembled all the 
Princes and Nobles in’ Lahore, consulted with 
them what in this exigency was proper to be done* 
In the mean time news was brought that Shyr 
Khan had sent an Ambassador to treat of peace, the 
King therefore consulted with his friends, where 
and how he should receive the Ambassador, at 
length his Majesty gave orders that the interview 
should take place in the garden of the Prince Kam- 
ran, and directed that all the principal inhabitants 
of the city from seven to seventy years of age* 
should attend the ceremony* 

The Ambassador-was accordingly admitted, and 
brought a letter from his master to the Prince 
Kamran, who, previously to the King’s arrival, had 
entered into a correspondence with Shyr Khan on 
the subject of peace, , but as Shyr Khan declined 
entering into any treaty with him, the Ambassador 


This is a general expression for young and old. 
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wis dismissed After this event the King rcniainetF 
nnctive iii the palace of Laliore not knowing wh it 
to do, or where to go , during this time he 
advised by his Council to make away, m the first 
phee, with the Prince ICainrln, whom tliey snspteted 
of intriguing with the troops in order to depose his 
Maiesty, but tin. King said, “No, never, for tiie 
vinities of this perishable world, ivill I rnibrne my 
hinds in tin bipod of a brother, but \nll for ever 
remember the dying words of our respected parent 
(Biber), who said to me, ‘ O Hum lyun beware, 
beware, do not quarrel with your brothers, nor ever 
form mv evil intentions towards them,’ these words 
aic cngi i\ed on my heart for ever 


CH \PTFR Vir 

The ICi pe} nits nis brother Kami in to pricccd h KabtUy and his 
Majesty marches to Ouch A H 947 A D 1540 

Some days after this conversation, the Pi nice 
Kamr^n requested permission to wait on his Majesty, 
but the counsellors seeing tli it the Prince s 
followers were all armed, advised the King to havje 
Ins guards on the alert and take the necessary pre 
cautions, but the King said, “ there is no necessity ' 
After the Prince had been scited a short time, 
le said to his Majesty, “Sire, since the day that jour 

save entered Hindustan, be has beenoneasy, there 
"IS een constantlj some unfortunate circumtance 
occurring, and my followers are lU in i wretched 
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•ph'glit : permit- me to proceed to Kabul,* where I 
may arrange my affairs, recruit my army, and then 
return to your presence.” The King readily assented 
and gave him his blessing. . 

His Majesty having at length determined on 
gciing to Moultan,the whole army having crossed the 
river Ravy proceeded towards the village of Hezareli, 
and after a march of eight miles halted. Here his 
Majesty learned that the Princes Hindal and Yildgar, 
having been persuaded by some evil counsellors to- 
go to Gujeriit, had quitted the army and had been 
followed by a number of the royal attendants. 

i\bout this time a letter was received from Kelan 
Beg who commanded the. district of Behdra^ inviting 
his Majesty to come thither, and assuring him of- 
every aid and attention in his power. Unfortunately 
a similar invitation was sent to the Prince Kainran'. 
The King not knowing this circumstance readily 
accepted the invitation, and proceeded towards 
Behera. At the time of afternoon prayer the royal 
party came to the river ( Chunab ), and his Majesty 
commanded Terdy Beg to swim his horse over as an 
example to the followers ; but the horse after 
swimming a short distance turned back ; on which 
the King ordered an elephant to be swam across ; 
and as soon as the elephant had entered the river he 
spurred on his own horse, and was followed by all 
the party, now reduced to forty persons. They 
travelled all that night, and in the morning arrived 
at the town of Behera. t 


* Kabul was long the capital and iavourite residence of the-' 
■Einpcfor Baber. See Edinburgh Gazetteer. 

t Both Behera and Khooshab are marked iii the maps. i 
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On Ins Majesty s entering the place he found that 
the Pimce Kamr^n not only had anticipated him, 
but had seized on the house uid person of KoUn 
Beg On this unlooked for intrusion his Majesty s 
servants were much vexed, and one of them, name 
Kftly Kurchy, offered to go and assassinate the 
Prince , but the King forbade him, and said, 
refused this request when at Lahore, and certainly 
will not now agree to it go and get me a fresh 
horse and I will proceed to Khiislnb andjhere visit 
Hussyn Siiltin ( the ruler of that district) 

The horse having- been procured his Majesty 
continued his journev, and arrived at Klmshab the 
next day about noon Here he was most hospitably 
received by Hussyn and his sons 

In the course of conversation the King asked him, 

“ Host, in case of Kaniran s attempting to do with 
you, as he did uith Kelin Beg, how \ 70 uld you act? 
He replied, “ I am vour Jlajest) s attached servant, 
and will shed my blood m jour defence Upon 
this the King asked him to join the royal party, 
■which he did 

The next dav they quitted Khushab, and proceed- 
ed towards Moultan When they had marched 
twelve miles they came to a place where the road 
was very narrow , a little beyond this pass there 
are two roads , one leading to Kabul, the other to 
Moultan Unluckily the royal party and the fol 
lowers of Kamran came to the pass at the same time 
his Majesty wished to go through first, but Kamran 
refused to give waj, and said, “he would go first 
The King ivas much displeased , on seeing which a 
very brave officer, named Myrza Abh Beka rode up' 
to the Pimce and pointed out the improptien of bis. 
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■^onauci in siidi language tlral convincud him of liis 
error ; and his Majesty, having by these means 
cleared the pass, look the road to Moulian, and the 
Prince look the road leading to Kabul. 

After some days his Majesty arrived at Giil 
Baluch, and halted. Here he was informed that the 
PrinceS^TIindal and Yadgar, who had also quilted 
the army, had been intercepted by the Biiluchians, 
v.'ho would not permit them to pass on to Gujerat. 
At this place intelligence was also received that 
Khuas Khan, the Afghan general, was still in pursuit, 
and had arrived within forty miles of us ; but this 
was eitlier a false report, or he did not persevere 
in follov.’ing us, 

/The Prince Hindal, Yadgdr, &c. on finding they 
could not proceed on their journey, made a virtue 
of necessity, returned to the royal camp, and had 
the honour of kissing his Majesty’s feet. 

From Khushab the royal party proceeded by 
easy marches to the vicinity of Ouch, * wliere they 
encamped ; from this place a messenger was des- 
patched to Bukhshu Lcn(^dh, a powerful Zemindar, 
with a Firman promoting him to the title of 
Khan Jehan ( Lord of the world ) ; also conveying 
to him a banner (Tfigh), a shield, and four elephants ; 
in return for which honour he was commanded to 
send provisions to the camp, and to furnish proper 
boats to convey the heavy baggage.f The said 
Bukhshu did not wait on his Majesty, but he sent 
the boats, &c. &c. 

* The Oxydraca: of the Greeks. 

• t Vessels of 200 tons may ascend the river Indus 760 
miles. See Edinburgh Gazetteer. 
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As soon IS BiilvlishO Ltiigah had sent the boats, 
tile royal part \ crossed the river in the vicinit) of 
Ouch , and nnrcliuig along the banks, at length 
^irnved at Blnker ( Baker of ll\e maps), and alighted 
in the gardens of Shah Hussjn Sultan, Ruler of 
Tatta,* who had assumed the title of Jtlajesty, being 
lineally descended from the Emperor Tiinnr 

After some davs the King ordered the Prince 
Hindal to proceed with his followers to the town 
of Pdt^ which was m the district of Sehwan 
(Sevvastan ), and Mvrza Yadgar with his followers 
to go to Behyie, which is forty miles down the 
nver , he also despatched Keber Beg and the 
Reverend (P>r Zad6) ”Myr Zaliir as Ins Ambassadors 
to Shah Hussy n at Tatta 

The Ambassadors safely arrived at Tatta but 
as a long time elapsed before any intelligence was 
received from them, his Jlajest} sent them an order 
either to return, or send him some information of 
their proceedings they in consequence sent a letter, 
requesting his Majesty to have patience, and that 
they would shortly return A considerable time 
however having passed without their comiog, the 
ICing sent another order, "that if they could not 
prevail on Shah Hussyn to come and pay his 
respects, they should instantly return to him at 
Bhiker ’ 


The Patiala of the Greeks 
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On receipt of this order Keber Beg quitted 
Tatta, but left his companion to negotiate the busi- 
ness ; he however brought with him some trifling 
presents from Shah Hussyn, viz. some tents and 
carpets, also nine horses, a camel, and a mule. 

After informing the King of what he had seen 
at Tatta, Keber Beg advised his Majesty to proceed 
on his journey without delay, as it was uncertain 
whether it was now the intention of Shah Hussyn to 
wait on him, although at first he had agreed to 
do so ; but had since altered his mind, under the 
pretence that the distance was too great for him to 
travel, and would delay his Majesty unnecessarily. 

Previous to this intelligence the Prince Hindal 
had requested his Majesty’s permission to take 
possession of the district of, Sehwjln, in the royal 
name ; but the King forbade him, saying, “ that 
as he had sent Ambassadors to Shah Hussyn, the 
Ruler of the country, he must wait their return.” 
But as soon as the Ambassador had made his 
report, the King communicated the subject, of it 
to the Prince, and informed him that the royal 
division would soon j,oin, and that they might then 
act in concert. 

Accordingly the King recommenced his march, 
and in four days reached Behylfi, where Yadg^r 
Myrza was encamped : the Myrz^ came out to meet 
him, and had the honour of paying his respects. 

The next day the King halted, and was most 
hospita bly e ntertained by the Myrz^_Y^dgar. The 
day following the King marched on, but ordered 
the Myrza to remain where he was, while he went on 
to join the Prince Hindal, and that he would send 
.orders for his future proceedings. 
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In three days the King reached \\hich is 
situated twenty miles west of tlie Indus the Prince 
Hindal came out to meet him, earned him to his 
own habitation, and performed all the rights of 
hospitality in the most alTectionate and liberal 
manner 


ClIAPTLR I\ 


Account of Hts Majesty s marriage utt/i the ornament of TtomeUt 
a second Mary Hcmyd Banil Bezant, and hts return to 
O tch A H 948 — A D i>4i 

During the King s residence at Piit^ DildSr 
iBegum, the inotha of the Prince Hindal^ gave a 
grand entertaiment, at which all the ladies * of the 
court were present , amongst these was tlie daughter 
of the Prince s preceptor, named Hemyd Band 
The King was much pleased with her, and inquired 
if she was betrothed He was informed that she 
had been asked, but that the ceremony had not 
taken place the King said, “ i will marry her ’ 
On hearing this, the Prince Hindal was very angry 
with his brother, and said, “ I thought you came 
here to do me honour, not to look out for a young 
bride if you commit this ( ridiculous ) action, I will 
leave you f 

• The Moghul Emperors were lu the habit of giving 
entertainments to the ladies of the court, and on such occasions 
saw the females of all the nobility The Virgin JIary 1$ held m 
the highest respect by the Mussulmans 

t Humaj un and Hmdal were by different mothers the 
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Dildai: Bogiuu was very angry with her son, and 
said, “ you are speaking very improperly to his. 
Majesty, whom you ought to consider as the repre- 
sentative of your late father.” The Prince however 
would not retract ; on which the King was much 
displeased, left the house, and went on board a boat : 
the mother of the Prince however followed his 
Majesty, brought him back to her house, made up 
the quarrel between him and her son, and the ne.xt 
day gave a nuptial banquet ; after which she deli- 
vered the young lady to his Majesty, and gave them 
her blessimj;. 

The royal pair marched from. Pat, and having 
embarked in a boat proceeded towards Bhiker. 
At the same time the Prince Hindal marched in an 
'angry mood with his followers towards Candahar. 

..On the King’s return to Bhiker he alighted in 
the garden where he had before resided ; but after 
a few daysjie again marched towards the fort of 
Sehwan, leaving ]\[yrzil Yadgar in charge of the 
town of Bhiker. On his Majesty’s arrival at Sehwan, 
the governor of the fort on the part of Slnih Plussyn 
made a sally on the royal troops ; but the officer^ 
having agreed among themselves merely to stand 
on the defensive until the garrison should return 
to the fort, when they would, attempt to take it by 
surprise, they persuaded the King to remain quiet, 
and let them try the result. 

King was at this time 33 years of age, and tlinclal only 22. As 
the young lady was about 14, it is probable the latter wished to 
marry her himself ; the circumstance, although apparently 
trifling, was of great consequence, as it caused a feud- between 
the brothers, and, the bride subsequently became the mother o? 
the celebrated Epiperor .-\!:l)er. 
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As soon as night approached the governor, named 
Myr Alkum, returned to the fort, and took all the 
requisite precautions On being thus disappointed, 
the royal Chiefs were ashamed of their conduct ; his 
Majesty, therefore, gave orders that they should lay 
siege to the place, and erect batteries all around it; 
but Shah Hussyn having bribed the Chiefs, they 
would not make any exertion to take the place. 
At length Aly Beg jella)! represented to the 
King that he had received intelligence of Shih 
Hussyn having quitted Tatta with his army, and 
that, if lus Majesty would give him five_ hundred 
horse, he would make forced marches, surprise his 
camp, and destrory bis army, w hich would be of the 
greatest importance in the issue of the w ar 

Although his Majesty was well inclined to this 
proposal, he could not get the Chiefs to agree to it, 
and nothing was done* 

At length the King sent orders tO' Myrza Yadgar, 
whom he had left at Bbifcer, to send a portion of 
his troops to assist in taking the fort • In obedience 
of these orders Terdy Beg, with one hundred and 
fifty cavalry, joined the rojal .division ,, but even 
with their assistance uotluig could be effected 
against Sehwan 

In consequence of these repeated disappoint- 
ments, the Chiefs persuaded the King to- raise the 
siege, and proceed to the northward ; but the fact 
was that Shah Hussyn, having embarl^ed part of 
his troops on board boats, was coming up the 
river (Smde) under full sail 

At this time there were several malignant reports 
in circulation over the country first, that his Majesty 
had been thrown from his horse, and Ind severely 
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bruised both his leg and his arm ; second, that 
the troops of Shah Hiissyn had seized all the 
boats conveying his Majesty’s stores, and that 
some of the women who were on board had fled 
half naked, and joined the camp ; third, that 
the Ambassador sent by Shah Hussyn to make 
peace had been plundered on the route to the royal 
camp. 

In consequenre of the latter report, his Majesty 
sent Monaim Beg with a message to Shah Hussyn 
to explain the circumstances, and to request that 
he would evince some sympathy for his sovereign 
in distress, and not pursue his vengeance any fur- 
ther ; but Hussyn refused to see the messenger, 
and wrote an uncivil letter, asking “ what benefits 
the King hud ever conferred on him, that he should 
now have any consideration for his distress?”* 
In short, by the timt; that the King reached the 
vicinity of Bhiker the greater number of his 
followers had dispersed and deserted. 

The few ren^ining Chiefs then represented to 
his IMajesty, that having safely crossed the large 
river Sinde, they had.now no further fears of the 
Afghans ; it would therefore be advisable to proceed 
to Candahar. 

The King was displeased at this advice, and said 
that, “ never unless in a case of the greatest neces- 
sity would be take refuge, or even enter the terri- 
tories of his ungrateful brothers.” t He then 
commanded Rushen Beg, bis' foster brother, to 

His father Myrra Shah Arghum had been dispossessed of 
Candahar by the Emperor Baber. 

t Kamran had taken possession of Kabul, and Hindal had been 
hospitably leccivcd by the governor of Candahar. 
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take a patty widiiiim, and collect from the villagej 
a number of cows and buffaloes, and with their 
skins prepare vessels for recrossing the river. These 
orders were punctually obeyed ; but by this time 
the fleet of Myrza Hussyn was fast approaching. 

When the royal party began to cross over on 
the skins land rafts, there was one boat remaining 
at the ferry, which Terdy Beg (formerly mentioned) 
took possession of for his own family ; but the AM 
{ superintendant ) of the King’s household in an 
authoritative manner demanded it front him, saying, 
“ empty, that boat, that I may take his Majesty and 
the royal family over first, and then yon may have 
it." Terdy Beg called him a scoundrel; on which, 
the Aka replied, "he is a scoundrel who darek to 
act in this insolent manner.” Terdy Beg, on hearing 
this speech, raised his horsewhip and struck the 
Aka : the latter instantly drew his sword, and made 
a blow at him, which fortunately fell oa the pommel 
of his saddle ' on seeing this the attendants 
separated them. ^ 

As soon as the King was informed of this dis- 
tressing dispute,. Terdy Beg being an Officer of high 
rank, in order to pacify him hjs Majesty commanded 
that the hands of the Aka should be tied with 
a handkerchief, and led in that manner to the 
chief. When Terdy Beg saw this proof of the 
King’s attention he immediately loosed the handker- 
chief, seated the Aka in a very polite and respectful^ 
manner, presented him with, a dress and, a horse, * 
and apologised to him for his conduct. 

I must now return to relate the conduct of^ 
Myrza Yadgar. * It has been before stated that 

* IIg wns nnrticd lo a diiiglatcr of the 5ate Emperor 
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M’yrza Yadgar had been left in 'charge of the town 
of Bhiker, and it appears that while there, he had 
carried on a private correspondence with Shah 
Hussyn of Tatta, who had promised him his 
daughter in marriage, and to 'confirm him as 
Governor of Bhiker. 

In fact when the King returned to Bhiker, he ' 
observed something in the conduct of YadgarJ which 
raised hjs suspicions ; but while he halted there, 
the Myrza invited him to an entertainment, which 
he gave at a college in the, vicinity of the town ; 
and while they were seated together under a porch, 
which looked 'On the walls of the fort, the King, in 
order to try the effect of his guns, ordered one of 
them to be fired against a bastion of the fort ; the 
shot however passed into the arsenal, and caused 
much confusion : in a very short time a shot was 
unexpectedly returned from the fort, which struck 
the porch under which the King was seated. 

On which the King got up and went to another 
place; but the Myrza said,, “it was only a frolic, 
and that his Majesty first began it.” Soon after this 
a person whispered to ‘the King, “ that he feared 
some treachery on which the King, having eaten 
very sparingly, ordered. the repast to be taken off, 
arose and took his leave. Previously hoF^ver to 
his Majesty’s departure, the Myrza presented him 
with a handsome horse, having a bridle and saddle 
mounted with silver, and a riding elephant, with 
which the King returned to his own abode. 

A curious circumstance occurred shortly after, 
viz. one of the royal attendants, named Khuaje 

Baber, but in 'onsequence of his treason finally put to 
death. \ 
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Muazim, took the liberty of asking the King to give 
him the horse presented by the Myrza, and ( as it 
was probably of no great value ) the King gave it 
to him. The fellow however immediately rode it 
off to the Myrza’s quarters^ and there offered bis 
service as a cavalier ; but the Myrza was very angry, 
ordered the horse to be taken from him, and a pony 
to be given in exchange : he then sent the horse 
back to the King. 

Sometime after this event the Myrza’s intentions 
became manifest, for he sent persons to entice the 
King's followers to desert to him, and even made 
use of severe tlireats to those who refused to 
abandon their unfortunate master. 

In consequence of this incidioiis conduct most 
of the remaining chiefs meditated to desert, and Ins 
Majesty was obliged to sit up all night, and by 
keeping them with him prevent their going off. In 
the morning, the King being necessitated to go out 
of the tent, said to Terdy Beg and Munaim, “remain 
here till I return but as soon as he went out,, 
they both ran towards their horsei j on ivbich one 
of the attendants informed ^ his ^lajesty that the 
two chiefs were going. He desired the attendant 
to call them back ; but as they paid no attention to 
the call, the King himself ran after them, and wnth 
great difficulty prevailed on them to return. After 
this unworthy attempt, the King ordered that 
[Munaim should be confined, and Terdy Beg being 
frightened, consented to remain. 

We then marched on, and arrived at a village 
of the district of Bhiker called Aru^ which w'as a 
great depot of the caravans, and to which place 
quantities of grain and various articles were brought 
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from Jcsselmcro aiul oihor towns. But as soon as 
the persons in charge of tlie caravans heard of his 
Jklajesty’s approach, they began to load their camels 
and run oil:' ; however, a quantity of grain and other 
provisions were seized by the royal followers, 
which enabled them to halt there for some days in 
great abundance. 

From thence we inarched towards Onch, but 
suffered great hardships on the route, till we reached 
the village of -Mow, which is the boundary of the 
Bhiker district. After leaving Mow we met with 
•great diOiculties, especially the want of water. 
On one occasion his Majesty’s water bottle ( Kcrnly) 
was empty ; he therefore asked his humble servant 
Joithcr Aftahdiy “ if he had any water in i\\(d Eivcr?" 
his humble servant replied, -‘there was water;” 
the King said, ” pour it into the bottle.” Although 
the water I had was for purification, I poured it 
into the bottle, and said, ” what a horrid country 
this is where one cannot procure water ! and as 
we are now travelling at night, should 1 be separated 
from your Majesty, . I shall perish for want of 
something to drink.” 1 then poured a small quan- 
tity of the water back into the Ewer ; the King 
approved, and said, “ that will be sufficient for you.” 

In the morning we fortunately came to a small 
lake, and encamped. It so happened that I was stand- 
ing near the water when a deer was roused from the 
Jungel, and ran through the camp. Although many 
persons struck at it, it passed them and entered the 
lake. As soon. as his Majesty was told of the circums- 
tance he mounted his horse, with an intention of 
pursuing the animal, and said, ” what a delicious 

prize this deer would be !” Seeing me, he desired I 
8 
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\^ould call to a person who was standing on the other 
side of the lake to drive the animal back again he 
did so, and as the deer was swimming, I ran into 
the water and endeavoured to lay hold of him, 
at the same time saying, one quarter is mine , ' 
the King replied, “ very well " luckily the animal 
was much tired by swimming, and I had strength 
enough to hold it till one of the attendants came 
to my assistance, and by his Majesty’s orders cut 
its throat when it was brought on shore the King 
ordered that one quarter should be given to me, 
two quarters were sent to the royal kitchen, and 
the remaining quarter to the female apartments 

At this time the mother of the future Emperor, 
Akber, was seven months gone with child ; we 
therefore continued our march towards Ouch, * 
where after several days journey we safely arrived. 
From this place orders were sent to Bukhshuy 
Lengah^ the Zemindar of the district, either to wait 
on his Majesty, or to send provisions for the royal 
party , but the wretch would not do one or other, 
nay, he even opposed the people who were sent 
out to purchase them, and the troops were obliged 
to take by force whatever was requisite for their 
subsistence, and, we were so much distressed that 
we eat the seeds and fruit or berries of trees which 
grew in the neighbouring jungle 

• Ouch IS situated a little to the north of the 30th degree, 
Longitude 70,50, between the Setlege and the Indus it is 
celebrated as containing the tomb of a Muhammedan saint, 
Jellal addyn, and is tributary to the Ameers of Smd 
s>ee Edinburgh Gazetteer 
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Of his majesty s marching again from Onch, and of the difficulties 

he experienced in- the Desert. A.. H. 948. — A. D. 1541. 

When the seeds and fruit of the trees Sunker 
and Perhenv ( probably the Jack fruit and wild 
bean) were all expended, it so happened that an 
erratic Dervish, who had been wandering through 
the Desert, saw a fort on the boundaries of Joudphr, 
the territory of the Rajah Maldeo. The aforesaid 
Dervish' Immediately returned and informed his 
Majesty of the circumstance, who instantly said 
he would proceed thither. We therefore marched 
tO' the neighbourhood of the fort, and happily 
procured abundance of graih and water. We 
halted there for. three days, during which time one 
of the ofl&cers, named Shykh Aly, proposed to the 
King to take possession of the place by surprise ; 
but his Majesty said, “if you could make me 
King of the whole world I would not attempt so , 
foul an action, or be guilty of such ingratitude.’’ i 

In short having marched from this fort we 
travelled all night, and till twelve o’clock next 
day in the Desert, without finding water ; at length 
we discovered some wells, and halted there. 

The next day we marched at noon, and travelled 
for twenty-seven astronomical hours before we again- 
found water ; during this horrid journey many of 
our people died, and all suffered exceedingly. 
When about four hours of the day remained we 
came to a few trees, where, through the grace of 
God, we found a well, a rivulet, and a pond of 
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water here bis Majesty alighted, and li iving pros- 
trated himself on the ground, returned thanks to 
the Almighty for his beneficence He then ordered 
all the water bags to be filled, to be loaded on 
his own horses, and to be sent back to the people 
who had fallen in the rear to assist them in join- 
ing the party 

It so happened that a Moghul merchant, to 
whom the King was much indebted, was^one of 
the persons ho from fatigue and thirst had fall- 
en doivn on the road, and his son nas standing 
by him , as the King had also rode back part of 
the way, he came \X> where the Moghul was ly- 
ing, and deeming it a favourable opportunity to 
'cancel his debt, proposed to the unfortunate sufferer, 
that he should h ive as much water ns he could drink, 
provided he would r^mquish his pecuniar) demand. 
The poor man said, ‘a cup of .water is, in my 
present situation more valu iblc than the wealth 
of the whole world, and 1 consent Three of the 
attendants having witnessed the agreement, the 
King ordered them to give him as much water as 
he wished the Moghul beiii" satiated, proceeded 
and joined the camp His Majesty then gave 
orders to bury all the persons ‘who had died from 
thirst, and to supply the sur'vivors with abundance 
of water, to enable them to join the camp. 

After being well recruited, we marched from 
the trees, and arrived at a village called Pylpur ; 
thence we proceeded to Pehlttdy* where we 
procured abundance of grain , from thence in one 
march we arrived in the vicinity of the residence 
of the Raja Maldeo 

•Said to lie sixty miles west of Jouripur 
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sent to them the'Kaz} Mehdy Aly to explain, that 
no injury was intended them , but th it if they 
would shew the route to Anierkote, the) should be 
well reiyirded the two rustics pretended they 
knew nothing about the road, and would give no 
information Some time after,, they drew their 
daggers and killed one of the attendants who was 
sentinel over them , they then proceeded to where- 
their camels were tied, stabbed them, and also a 
favourite horse and mule belonging to his Majesty,. 
which reduced the rojal stud to two horses and 
one mule When the servants saw this, they rush- 
ed on the villagers and cut them to pieces 

This event, and other unfortunate circumstances,, 
caused great dismay among the followers, and 
several of them talked of quitting his Majestyr 
who said to them, “ if you leave me, whither will 
you go ^ you have now no other refuge Notwith- 
standing this, Khoja Kebyr, and two others of the 
most conficfential attendants deserted, and went to* 
Maldeo In this scene of distress the King deter- 
mined on marching to the w estward, and ordered 
that some of the chiefs shquld move on in front, 
and that he would follow them at a short distance 
with the females and servants In this manner we 
proceeded till morning , but at the dawn of day we 
discovered tlwee parties pursuing us, each of these 
parties might consist of five hundred cavalry , and 
to add to our cbnsternation, we at this time had 
lost sight of our advanced division 

The King then enquired of some of the atten- 
dants whether they thought our pursuers were* 
friends or enemies , and when it was agreed that 
they were the latter, he ordered all the baggage 
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'CO be taken ofi' the horses' and placed on the camels, 
and that the foot soldiers should mount the horses ; 
by these means we mustered in all sixteen troopers. 
His Majesty then consulted with Shykh Aly Reg, 
what was advisable to be done ; the Shykh replied, 
“ we .ire now just in the situation of the martyr 
Imam Hussyn :* nothing remains but to sell our 
lives as dearly as possible. Pardon me all the 
offences I have committed against you, and give me 
a few men with me, that I may go and bring you 
an account of these people,” His Majesty pro- 
nounced the form of forgiveness, gave him his bless- 
ing, and sent seven horsemen with him. 

The Shykh then said to his comp-anions, “ we are 
but few, and our enemies many ; let us act separate- 
ly, and when we approach them discharge our arrows 
simultaneously on tlieir line, and let us trust in 
Providence for the consequences,” The men did 
so, and when near the enemy let fly their arrows-; 
and as “the decree of God is all powerful,” two 
of their chiefs were mortally wounded, and fell from 
their horses ; on seeing which the others all fled, 
and left the field 20 4 .he victors. Shykh Aly then 
caused the two heads to be struck off, and sent 
them by a Chobdar (wand bearer) with hearty 
congratulations to '.hs M-ajesty, When the King saw 
a horseman approaching, he asked his people if 
they knew wlio it; was ; they replied, “ it is Bhebud^ 
the Chobdar.” '.The man then rode up, and having 
untied the heads* from his saddle bow, presented 

i 

{ 

* He was the soJ of Aly, and grandson of the Prophet. He 
- was murdered on hi.^ way from Mecca to Cufa, A. 0 . 679. 

t Signifies, Goo<>l Luck, &c. 
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them to the King, who considered the circumslantfe 
a fortunate omen 

The King then recalled Sh)kh Aly, and con 
suited with him what was further requisite to be 
done , the Shyl h sud, “if >oiir ijesty will be 
pleased to move on a short distance in front, I with 
my seven horsemen will protect the rear." Tins 
was agreed to, and we marched on 

I omitted to mention that, on our entering the 
Jesselmere district Ins Slaiesty had detached a 
small party to collect provisions ind bring them 
to the camp It appeared that these people, hav 
mg collected several cows and buffiloes, lost their 
way, and not knowing where to find tlie camp, had 
halted and refreshed themselves at a pond in the 
Desert , m this situation we fortunately found them , 
and their officers had again the honour of pa) mg 
their respects to the King When the) hcaid of 
Our miraculous escape, they were profuse in their 
excuses for having been absent at such a critical 
time, and hoped that the shadow of his Majesty 
would be for ever suspended over the r heads, in 
the name of the Prophet* and of his illustrious 
descendants 

At this place two messengers arrived from 
^Maldeo, the Raja of Joudptir who stated, “ that 
the King had entered his terntory without any 
invitation , and although it must be known that 
the killing of kine was forbidden m Hindb districts, 
we had nevertheless killed a number of these sacred 
animals, that the King having intruded himself 
into these parts, he was now completely m the 
Raja’s power, and must take the consequences ' 

His Majest) consulted his friends what answer 
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lie should give Lo this message ; they replied, “ that 
as there was no chance of coming to an amicable 
arrangement, the only mode ‘was to pnfa bold face 
on the matter and confine the messengers.” This 
was done, and we marched on ; but on passing one 
of the forts 'of Jesselmere, the garrison came out 
and attacked us ; the skirmish lasted for several 
hours : during which time thev severely wounded 
several of our people ; at length they returned to 
their fort. At the distance of ten miles from this 
spot, we came to a village where tve found plenty 
of grain and water, but no vestige of any human 
being. 

About this period the Raja ordered his son, who 
was also namedJMaldeo, t-o precede our march, and 
to fill up all the wells with sand, so that we might 
perish for want of water. The son obeyed these 
orders so that after we left the above mentioned 
village, and had arrived' at the next- stage, we found 
all the wells choked up with sand : we were there- 
fore compelled to proceed on a second stage. Here 
we experienced the same difficulty ; but as we 
were too much fatjgued to proceed further, we 
were obliged to halt there during the night. 

On this occasion the King ordered the camels 
to be placed in a circle round the horses and tents, 
directed that the people should be on the alert, 
and said, “ he would himself keep watch by walk- 
ing round the circle all night.’-' Shykh Aly would 
not consent to this proposal; but insisted on his, 
Majesty’s lying down, and that he himself should 
keep watch. On this the King went and lay down ; 
jwhilst he was asleep, a thief came into the camp, 
■took the sword from under his- Majesty’s head,, and 
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drew U half out , but being alarmed, left it in that 
siuntion and uent aw a} 

When the King aw olce, he saw tliat his sword 
was half way drawn from the scabbard, and was 
much astonished , he therefore called to the 
servant, who w as sleeping at the foot of the bed, 
and asked him if he had dra-An the sword ; who 
replied, “that he would not have ventured to do so 
for the world 

In short we marched from that place, and arriv- 
ed at a stage where there were four w ells, m three 
of which we found water, but the fourth was chok- 
ed up In order to secure an equal division of the 
water, his Majesty assigned one of the wells for his 
own household , the second he gave to Terdy Beg 
and his followers, and the third to Khaled Beg and 
attendants , as we had no buckets to draw the 
water, a copper pot was let down, and pulled up 
by a camel , but as the well was very deep, and 
the pot a long time coming up, in order to prevent 
the people from crow ding round the mouth of the 
well, they were directed to keep at a distance till 
a drum was beaten to give notice of the proper 
time, whew they should be regularly served in 
turn notwithstanding this precaution, in conse- 
quence of the anxiety to be first served, much 
quarrelling took place among the people at length 
the domestics of his ^lajesty came and complained 
that Terdy Beg had given water to Ins own horses and 
camels, but would not let them have any for their 
animals , they also swore, that if he did not supply 
them they would fight for it, and either have water, 
or be killed On this his Majesty, fearing conten 
tion, rode to the w'all^ and said to Terdy Beg m the 
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Tiirky language^ “ be so good as draw of your people v/ 
for a short time from the well till mine are served, 
which will prevent disputes.” Terdy Beg complied 
with his Majesty’s command, and the servants 
procured a scanty supyly of water ; in short the 
misery we suffered at this stage was intolerable/* 

About this time the son of the Raja of Joudpur, 
having in his harul a white flag, came in sight of 
our party,, and sent a messenger to request an 
audience of his Majesty ; the man having been 
admitted, delivered the following mefssage “ You 
“ have entered this country without any invitation ; 

“ and' although you well knew that in all Hindu 
“■ countries it is forbidden to kill kine, your people 
“ have frequently done so ; if you had' acted' with 
“ due politeness, you should have 'informed me of 
“ your wishes to pass through my country ; I 
“ should then have performed the rights of hospitality 
“ towards you, as is the custom of all Hindu princes, 

“ or Zemindars. Now, if you choose to halt here 
“ for some time, I will send bullocks to draw the 
“ water, and will give you some buckets ; but it 
“ was very unkind and improper in you to confine 
“ my two' messengers ; I - therefore desire you will 
“ release them.” 

After some consultation the King ordered the 
two messengers to be released ; and having learned 
that qt the next stage there was only one well, he 
gave orders that we should move in three divisions, 
at a day’s interval ; the first party to consisf^bf the 
royal family, escorted by Terdy Beg; the second 
party to be under the command of Munaim Be g, 

* Sec Do^\’'o Hindiislan, vol. ii. pngc 156. 
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and the third under clnrge of Shykh Alv notwith^ 
standing tins precaution, a number of people died 
on this journey through thirst 

At length ne ariived within twenty miles of 
the fort of Amerkote , but here a very distressing 
circumstance occurred, viz the horse of an officer, 
named Kushen Beg, having been knocked up, he 
insisted on taking one winch he had lent the Queen , 
when his Majesty was informed of this transaction, 
he immediately alighted from his horse, sent it to 
the Queen, and after walking some distance, 
mounted a camel belonging to the Fun depart- 
ment , in tins manner we proceeded three or four 
miles , when Klnled Beg rode up and presented 
his horse to his Blajesty Some hours after tins 
the King entered Amerkote, attended by only 
seven horsemen /The Rana Pursiud sent his 
brother to wait on his Majesty with a polite message, 
“that the day was not a fortunate one, but hoped 
‘ that on the following day he would mount the 
“throne Provisions ere then supplied for the 
whole party all of whom joined us during the 
course of tlie daj 

On the folio vmg mormi g the Ram Pursaud bad 
the honour of paying his respects^ and congratulated 
his Majesty on his safe arrival , he then represented 
that he had 2000 horsemen of his own tribe, and 
5000 cavalry belonging to his allies all of whom 
were devoted to him with heart and soul these 
troops were at his Majesty s service, and by their 
aid he might easily conquer the districts of Tattai 
and Bhil er 

T'he King replied that he had no money to- 
pi\ the troops wub but probabh he might raise 
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some fi'om his attendants.” On hearing this, Shilh 
Muhammed whispered “ that he knew where they, 
the servants, had hidden their valuables.” 

Soon after the Rana had retired the King un- 
dressed, and ordered his clothes to be washed, and 
in the meanwhile he wore his dressing gown ; 
while thus sitting, a beauiiful bird flew into the 
tent, the doors of which were immediately closed,, 
and the bird caught j his Majesty then took a pair 
of scissors and cut some of the feathers off the- 
animal ; he then sent fora painter, and had a picture 
taken of the bird, and afterwards ordered it to be 
released. 

About this time the King ordered all the officers 
to assemble in the tent, and while they were there 
seated, he sent some of his confidential domestics 
under the direction of Shah Muhammed to search 
the baggage of the o-fficers, and to bring to him 
whatever valuables or . money they might find. 
The servants went, and- having examined all the 
portmanteaus and bags, and opened the camel 
saddles, found some money and other valuables,, 
which they laid cjown before his Majesty. It 
happened that an old woman, having a small bo.x, 
gave it in charge of Hussyn Kurchy to take care 
of till we should arrive in a place of safety ; on 
seeing what was going forward, Hussyn endeavoured 
to conceal the box, but he was seized with it in his 
hands, and brought before the King. When the 
box was opened, it was found to contain three 
( Bricks ) ingots of pure gold, forty-two gold Mohrs, 
and several golden and- inlaid trinkets. Kafnr, 
one of the eunuchs, was ordered to cut the end of 
Hussyn's car as a punishment for his treacheiy. 
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but the eunuch' mistaking^ the order, cut olf ibd 
lohoU ear ; on seeing this the King was very angry, 
sent for a surgeon, and had the ear sewn on again, 
^assisted* in the operation, 2 nd apologized to the 
sufferer^ When all the plunder was collected, 
his Majesty ordered that one half of the money 
should be restored to the osMiers, the other half to 
be divided among the servants and followers , but 
of the clothes he took one half for his mvn use and 
the other half he gave back to the proprietors 

After some time bis Majesty again consulted the 
Rana on what was most advisable to be done The 
Ran5 advised that the King should proceed to 
Tatta,* or go on to J^un^ where he might depend 
\ upon being joined by all the people of that district 
Having adopted this advice, his Majesty wailed 
for a fortunate hour, and then commenced his 
journey, leaving aH his family in the fortress of 
Amerkote the first day we marched tiventy four 
miles, and encamped on the banks of a large 
pond 

* The capital of the Dtita of Uie Indus- See EduiburgiL 
Gazetteer 
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Birt 7 i of (he Pnnee Muhammed Ahder, way God pcrpchiaic hh 
kingdom, in the fortress of Amerkote — and the events that 
followed. A. H. 949 — A. i54-> 

The next day, while the King w-as encamped 
at the large pond, a messenger arrived from 
Amerk-ote with the joyful intelligence of the birth 
of a son and heir. This auspicious event happened 
on the night of the full moon of the month Shaban 
949 ; in consequence of which his Majesty was 
pleased to name the child. The Full Moon of 
Religion ( Budr addyn ) Muhammed Akber. On 
this joyful occasion he prostrated himself^ and 
returned thanks to the Almighty Disposer of all 
events.*’ 

When this joyful news was made known, all the 
chiefs came and offered their congratulations. The 
King then ordered the author of this Memoir 
(Jouher) to bring him the articles he had given in 
trust to him ; on which I went and brought two 
hundred Shdhnikhys (silver coin), a silver bracelet, 
and a pod of musk ; the two former he ordered me 
to give back to the owners from whom they had 
been taken, as formerly mentioned ; he then called 
for a China plate, and having broken the pod of 

* As the mother of Akber was the’ young lady the King 
married in the IXth Chapter,’ he must have spent nearly a 
year in the vicinity of the Indus. The Author has here pro- 
bably made a mistake, the birtK jtook pl'ace in the month of 
Rejub, and the title was Jellal- addyn, Glory of religion. See 
Price’s Muhammedan History, vol. iii. page 807. 
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inuslt distributed it among all the principal per- 
sons, saying, “ this ts all the present I can afford 
to make you on the birth of my son, whose fame 
will I trust be one day expanded all over the 
world, as the perfume of the mitsL now fills this 
apartment After this ^eremony the drums were 
beaten, and the trumpets proclaimed the auspicious 
event to the world 

As soon as the evening prayers were finished we 
•marched from the pond, attended by a number of 
the Amerkote Kana s troops, and -one hundred 
Moghuls, commanded by Shykh Aly Beg After 
five marches we arrived in the vicinity * 

here we found Jany Beg, the former possessor 
of Amerkote and a celebrated Cossac^ drawn up 
with a formidable body of his cavalry to oppose us. 
The J&t troops of the Rana and the' Moghuls 
immed ately ebarged the Cossacs, put them to 
flight and killed a number of them , amongst the 
prisoners taken was a Moghul deserter, who bad 
been severely wounded in the face On being 
bronght before the King, Myr-za Kuly said in the 
Turky Janguage, “ this is the follow that abused 
•your Majesty on such an occasion,’ the King 
said, “ well, he has received his reward, let him 
go but he ordered all the other prisoners to be 
killed 

After tins affray w e moved on, and took posses* 
Sion of Jun, where the royal tent was pitched in a 
large garden At this place a number of Zemindars 
came and offered their services to the King, who 
first employed them to dig a deep ditch all round 

•See note at the end of Part I lOO 



MEMOIRS OF HUMAYUN. 


67 


the garden, so as to form it into a respectable fort ; 
from this place a messenger was despatched 
to Amerkote to bring the young Prince and his 
mother. On the 20th of the month of Ramziln 
the Prince arrived, and had the honour of being^ 
first embraced by his Majesty on the 35th day of 
his age."^ 

I am now obliged to revert to some circumstances 
which occurred in the last year, in order to 
preserve my narrative. During the period that 
■ the King laid siege to Sehwan it was observed 
that a soldier in the fort made so good a use 
, of his musquet, that he never failed to hit some of 
our people ; on which his Majesty said, “I hope 
I shall one day get hold of that fellow he 
also said, “ I wish I could catch the person 
who took the sword from under my head, and drew 
it half way out of the scabbard.” By chance it 
now happened that these two men were both in 
[icn when we took it, and having met in an arrack 
shop were boasting of their feats of bravery : ^their 
conversation having been overheard, they were 
seized and brought before the King, who, after 
inquiry, ordered the musqueteer to be put to 
death, but forgave the thief, and made him a 
handsome present. 

During our stay at Jun the King issued orders 
that all the Chiefs of that country should wait on 
him ; in consequence of which, the Rajas of Sudha, 
of Symech, of Cutch, and Jam, who was formerly 

* As this circumstance corroborates the date before mention- 
ed, it is possible that Abul Fazil may have made a mistake 
in the Akber Nameh, though not likely. 

10 , 
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the Chief of Bhiker, had the honour of paying 
their respects, and not less than fifteen or sixteen 
thousand horsemen ^\ere collected. 

About this time Shih Hussyn having marched 
from Tatta, arrived within eight miles of Jfin, and 
took post on the bank of the river ( Indus ). It 
was one evening during the fast of Ramzan, just as 
his Majesty had taken his first mouthful of water, 
that intelligence was brought him of the desertion 
of Tersh Beg, and of his having joined his enemy 
Hussyn. This news greatly affected the King, and 
he said, “ may a speedy death overtake him 1” and it 
really so happened that the arrow of Fate did. 
suddenly strike him ; for when he arrived with 
Shah Hussyn, the latter made him a present of 
a slave, who having soon after committed some 
fault, Tersh Beg cut his nose j in revenge for 
wdiich, three days afterwards, the slave assassinated 
him upon hearing this, the people all declared 
that “the King was a worker of miracles and no 
wonder, as it is written in the Korin, that “the 
Kings are the Vicegerents of God,” and is a proof 
of the legitimacy of our monarch, the Emperor 
Humayun. 

About this time, Shih Hussyn sent from Tatta 
a messenger to the Rani of Amerkote, then with 
/tthe Emperor ; and in order to induce the Rana to 
desert to bis party, sent him an honorary dress, 
a nch dagger, and several other presents. The 
Rani immediately brought these presents, and 
f shewed them all to the King, who desired him to 
put them on a dog, and send them back to bis 
master. This was actually done ; and caused Shih 
Hussyn to be much ashamed of himself. 
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Some time after this event an unfortunate quarrel 
took place between one of the Moghul chiefs, 
named Khauaje Glifuy, and the Rana, who in 
consequence of the dispute left the camp with all 
his followers, saying, “ that any attempt to assist 
the Moghuls was a loss of labour and time.” As 
soon as the Rana had abandoned us, all the Zemin- 
dars also returned to their own homes, and left us 
to our fate. The following day Munaini Beg also 
deserted, and informed SIu\h Hussyn that the Em- 
peror was now left alone, and was encamped on an 
3pen plain, where he might be easily seized or 
defeated. Luckily this conversation w’as repotted 
lo his Majesty, who instantly ordered all his people 
"o set to, and dig a ditch round the encampment ; 
!ie even in person took a stick in his hand and 
lointed out to each party where they were to 
:omraence working ,* and so much diligence was 
ised, that in three days the ditch was completed ; 
:o that when Shflh Hussyn arrived and found the 
:amp well fortified, he accused Munaim Beg of 
laving deceived him ; in short ;Some skirmishing 
:ook place between the adverse parties, and Mahmfid 
jird Baz, one of our chiefs, was killed. 

During .this time intelligence was brought that 
^nim Beg_(Khan),* who had fled from the battle of 
I^anouge, was come from Gujerat to join his Majesty. 
Dn hearing this joyful news the King ordered all 
:he chiefs to go out and meet him : he was shortly 
ntroduced, and had the honour of being presented 
;o his Majesty, who was much rejoiced by the 
irrival of so celebrated a character. 

•* Afterwards preceptor and guardian of the Prince Akber. 
ice Dow's Hindustan. 
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The following night the Bastardy Sh&h Hussyn, 
came to the edge of our ramparts and blew his 
trumpets on hearing them Byram Beg and several 
other chiefs sallied forth, but his Majesty recalled 
Byram, and ordered RDshen Beg and others to 
pursue the fugitives they did so , and when arrived 
near the enemy's camp a duel took place between 
Rushen Beg and Baber Kuly, one of our opponents 
Rushen unhorsed his adversary , but a foot soldier 
cut the thigh of his horse in such a manner, that 
although he brought his master back to the camp, 
he immediately died This is said to be a peculiar 
quality or virtue of the Ttipchak horses 

After the affair his Majesty ordered Shykh Aly 
Beg to proceed to Chekaw^ and from thence send 
gram to the camp, which he accordingly performed , 
but Shah Hussyn having heard of this, sent a 
superior party to cut off our supplies, in conse- 
quence of which the King ordered off Tehur 
Sul tin to reinforce our detachment this measure 
however gave offence to Shykh Aly, who complained 
of the supercession, which caused a quarrel between 
these two officers . 

His Majesty being now weaned of the confine- 
ment to his entrenchments, said, "that the next time 
Shah Hussyn approached the camp, he would go 
out m person and chastise him , and orders were 
given to have his arms and horses in readiness , we 
were therefore m expectation that a battle would 
take place the ensuing day, although it was in 
the holy month of Ramzan , but during the 
night a man came from the bank of the river, 
and said, " that some person on the opposite side was 
calling for a boat The King commanded that 



MEMOIRS OF HUMAYUN. 


71 


they should inquire, his name, and what he wanted 
with a boat; he replied, “ that he was Tehur Sul- 
tan on hearing this his Majesty said, “God grant 
that all may be well !’’ in short a boat was sent 
over, and he was brought into the presence, where 
he reported that the convoy had been attacked, that 
Shykh Aly was killed, and that he had with difficulty 
made his escape. 

As the King had determined to go out next 
morning to battle, he was much affected by 
this news, and did not sleep during the whole 
night. 

In the mean time Shah Hussyn, having received 
reinforcements, was also resolved upon battle ; but 
during that night a chief, named Muhammed Bynuaz, 
deserted to him, and communicated the cutting off 
of our detachment, and of the King’s intention of 
engaging him the next day. He added that as his 
Majesty was now desperate, he advised him (Shah 
Hussyn) to conciliate matters. 

In consequence of this advice Shah Hussyn, 
some days afterwards, sent the chief, Baber Khly, 
with a few trifling pr^ents to the King, accompani- 
ed by an. apology for his past conduct, and an 
assurance that shame alone prevented him from pay- 
ing his respects in person. .His Majesty in a condes- 
cending manner ask^d the ambassador to tell him 
the circumstances of the duel between him and 
Rushen Beg. He repeated that Rhshen Beg had 
dismounted him with his lance, but did not injure 
him any farther, and that some other person had 
wounded his competitor’s horse ; his Majesty then 
sent for Rushen Beg, and made .them embrace 
each other. After this his Majesty dismissed the 
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ambassador, with an assurance that he would imme- 
diately quit the]couutry of Sinde. 


CHAPTER XIII 

His Majesty mar kesfrom Snide ^ and proceeds towards Candahar. 

A H 930—4 D 1543 

When the ambassador, Baber Kftly, returned to 
his master, and informed him that the King was 
ready to quit the country on certain conditions, he 
agreed to send his Majesty two thousand loads of 
grain, and three hundred camels, to be delivered at 
the village of Rutay or Runay, from which place 
he assured the King that he might procure all other 
requisites for proceeding to Candahar In conse- 
quence of this amicable agreement, his Majesty put 
all his baggage on board boats, crossed the river, 
and halted in the village of Rutay, till the gram and 
camels arrived , soon after which a distribution was 
made of them to all the followers , after which we 
proceeded towards Suhan ( Seliwan. ) 

It here becomes necessary to relate, that Yadgar 
Nasir Khusrn Myrza, who had been deceived by the 
deceitful promises of Shah Hussyn of a kingdom 
and his daughter in marriage, as formerly related, 
having in consequence been puffed up with pride, 
now suffered a severe retribution, by having been 
expelled by Hussyn, and obliged to pay a Shahrukhy 
(silver com ) for each camel, and five similar coins 
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for every horse belonging to his followers ; after 
which he was sent in great disgrace across the river : 

“ may such be the reward of every person that 
forsakes his liege lord ! ” 

In short, his Majesty having passed Sehwan, in 
two more marches reached Fu tty pur Kundavy 
( Gundava of the maps ) ; from thence, in two other 
marches, he arrived at a station situated between 
two ponds of water ; one of which was brackish, 
the other sweet : at this time the King asked which 
was the pond of sweet water ; the guide replied, 

“ that it was the one which we had left seven coss 
in our rear.” On hearing this his Majesty was much 
displeased, and demanded why the camp had not 
been pitched at the sweet water, but learned that 
this was a monoeuvre of Shilh Hussyn’s, in order to 
annoy us. 

The King however rode back with a few of his 
attendants to the sweet water pond, leaving all the 
heavy baggage and followers at the brackish water ; 
but as it was the first watch of the night when we 
reached the good water, the first thing his Majesty 
did was to perform his ablutions, and say his pray- 
ers ; after which he and all the servants quenched 
their thirst ; then, having rested for some time, each 
person took with him as much water as he could 
carry, and returned to the camp. 

The people bmng much fatigued with their long 
march, we halted till two o’clock of the following 
day. When we had nearly reached the next stage, 
the camel which carried the purifying vessel being 
much tired, fell down, and could not move ; on 
which the humble servant, _/on/ier Aftahchy, repre- 
sented the circumstance, to his Majesty, who gave • 
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orders tint the servants should unload the camtl, 
and bring the vessels into the camp , but no one paid 
any attention to these orders, and the humble ser- 
vant being left nearly alone with the camel, was 
attacked by robbers, who wounded him with an 
arrow, and struck his companion with an a\e On 
tliis> I bawled out to some people who were nearer 
the camp, “ that the robbers had attacked me, and 
earned away all the contents of the sacks 
( Sulcetas) The people repeated my cries to those 
who IV ere m the camp, and the King heiring the 
noise enquired what was the matter Terdy Beg 
replied, ‘ that it was only the shouts of some people 
who were playing , the King said, “ I hear the cry 
of robbers, what kind of play do you call that ? ’ 
On this the chief eunuch galloped his horse to where 
1 was, and saw that the thieves had earned away 
all the brazen vessels , he therefore, took hold of the 
camel and led him into the camp 

The next day we again marched, and encamped 
in an open plain, the soil of which has two opposite 
effects , in the hot season the Semum blows with 
such voilence, that the very limbs of a man are melt- 
ed, and he dies , but in the winter the cold is so 
severe, that if a person takes his soup out of the 
pot, and pours it into a plate, it becomes instantly 
a piece of ice 

In short, all our people who were without warm 
clothing, suffered very severely , but on this occasion 
his Majesty, who had a fur cloak, graciously ordered 
It to be unlined, the exterior part of which be 
gave to By ram Beg, who had suffered much from 
the cold, and sent the lining to Mebter Anys 
We again marched, and arrived at Silmustan 
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or Mustung, which is one of the districts of 
Candahar. 

In this place the King alighted in a garden ; soon 
after which a man came up, and asked him, “ if he 
knew any thing about Myrza Askery ?” his Majesty 
replied, “ he did not ; but if he could give any 
information regarding the Myrza, he would be 
obliged to him the man whispered, “ send away 
your servants.” This was done, and I only remained. 
The man said, “ send him off also the King 
replied, “ he is only a boy ; there is no fear.” On 
which he said, “ before two watches of the morning 
shall be passed, Myrz^ Askery will be here ; his 
object is t?D seize your Majesty.” The King asked 
him from whom he had this information ? the man 
replied, “ my son is one of the Myrza’s servants, and 
left him in the hills about five coss from hence, but 
having come alone, has arrived here before him.” 
On hearing this news the King came into the camp, 
and breakfasted on whatever he could get. 

After dinner his Majesty said, “ the people of 
Hindustan have an extraordinary mode of evincing 
their fidelity ;” then iturning to the servants, he said, 
“ don’t you be afraid, if it please God all your wish- 
es shall be accomplished.” On which the servants 
all raised their hands in prayer for his prosperity. 

The next day the King arose with the dawn, 
and said his prayers ; after which he lay down, and 
fell asleep ; and the servants took this opportunity 
of going about their own business. At mid-day a 
horseman came out of the jungle at full gallop, and 
asked where the King was ; the servant said, 
“alight; leave your horse here, and go in.” The 
man twisted the reins about his hand, entered the 
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icreens uliert the King was lying, and awoKe liim. 
The man then asked, “have you heard any news?” 
the King said, “ no ’ the man replied, “ Myrzi 
Askery js coming to attack you his Majesty 
asked, “ what is your name ^ ’ he said, “ Juy Behadur, 
of the Uzbeg tribe, and am sent by Kasim Hiissyn 
Sultdn ' On hearing tins news the King ordered 
By ram Beg to be called ; and when he came, 
consulted with him what was proper to be done 

Byrani Beg advised, his Majesty to move on 
immediately , the King said, “ let us try a battle 
Byram replied, ‘ there are but few of us, and our 
adversaries are very numerous , we had much better 
make our escape from this place , * bul*the King 
argued that he had two good blunderbusses, and 
most of the servants had fire arms he added, “at 
least let us fire a volley upon these scoundrels, and 
let us see to whom God will give the victory ’* 

But as the Prince Askery s troops were know n to 
be numerous, and we bad but a few people, it was at 
length agreed to march on , his Alajesty then asked 
^Terdy Beg for the loin of liis liorse, but that officer 
refused, and the King was obliged to place the 
Begum on Ins own horse The royal party was now 
reduced to forty two persons, viz forty men ind two 
women , one of them her Majesty, Manam Mukany ; 
the other, the wife of Hussy n Aly, named Aysliek 
Aka, who was the daughter of a Bulouch chief, for 
his Majesty finding that it was requisite to leave the 
young Akber, then a year and a half old, behind, 
ordered all the domestics to remain with him 

Soon after the Kings departure, TChinje Sekun- 
der, the sudder (Justice) of Myrza Askeiy, arrived 
in the camp ind not finding his Majesty there, said, 
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“ the object of my master’s coming, was merely 
to pay his respects to the King, why has he 
ventured to enter these jungles ?” After an hour or 
two the Myrzil also arrived ; upon which, we, the 
servants,, took up the young child, and presented, it 
to him : the Myrza took the babe in his arms, and 
embraced it. He then ordered all the effects of his 
Majesty to be brought before him. Amongst other 
things was a chest, in which were several curious 
stones, of an opium colour ; as the chest was heavy, 
the Myrza supposed that it contained money ; he 
therefore ordered it to be opened, and finding only 
stones, was much mortified. 

In short, the Myrza ordered the young Prince to- 
be carried to Candahar, and T, the author, attended; 
the child thither ; but I shortly afterwards deserted,^- 
and rejoined his Majesty in the city of Herat. 

Soon, after my. arrival the King did me the honour 
to inform me, that the royal party, consisting of forty 
horsemen and two Women, as before mentioned, 
having quitted the camp, travelled all night ,* 
during part of which time they heard some dogs 
bark; his Majesty then said, “there must be a 
village here and immediately several Bulouches 
came up and stopped the road. His Majesty, 
addressed them, and asked who they were ; but as 
they replied in a language he did not understand-, he 
enquired of the Bulouch lady, the wife- of Hussyn 
Aly, what they said? she interpreted, “that they 
were followers of Mulk Khutty ; but as their chief 
was absent, they insisted that the King must alight, 
and stop till he arrived ; in the mean tinae he might 
•come into the fort or village, and rest himself.” 
The King did so, and the Bulouches very politely 
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saluted him, and spread a carpet for him to sit on. 
The King and the Begum sat down on the carpet, 
attended by the eunuch Anber. Shortly after the 
day broke, and his Majesty performed the morning 
player. About this time Mulk Khutty arrived j 
and as he »as approaching, the King said to him- 
self, now if this person means to be friendly, he 
will come on my right side ; but if on the left, his 
intentions will be the contrary.” 

The chief howaver advanced to the Kings 
right side, and enquired after his health; he then 
said, “ three days ago I received orders from the 
Myrza Kamran, that if your Majesty came this road, 
to stop and seize you ; nevertheless, as }Our 
Majesty has done me the honour of coming hither, 
• I will not obey the Prince s orders ; but 1 request 
you will again mount }our horse, and I will escort 
you safely to my boundaries.” The King imme- 
diately complied with this request, and the Bulouch 
chief convoyed the King the 'distance of fifteen coss, 
even to the limits of his own territory, and then 
respectfully took his leave. 

The next march brought ^us to the district of 
^ Gunn Syr (warm climate), which forms the bound- 
ary between Candahar and Khorasdn. * The stupid 
chief of that country, named Abdal Hy, paid no 

* Gurmseir, a fertile district of Afghanistan, situated on both 
banks of the river Hermund, lying principally between the 
latitudes of 30 and 32 N Gurmseir signifies “ warm climate 
on which account it is applied to several other districts of 
Persia and Afghanistan, whither the pastoral tnbes drive and 
keep their flocks dunng the winter season, at the expiration of 
which they again remove to the hills or mountains, called by 
Serd Sen Coid Clifiulc Edinburgh Gazetteer 
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■attention to his Majesty, but one of his servants 
prepared an entertainment for the King, which so 
incensed the chief, that he actually put out the 
servant’s eyes. 

While we ‘were at this place, Khuaj6 Jellafl 
addyn, who was one of the followers of Myrza 
Askery, deserted from Candahar, and joined the 
King, to whom he made an offering of some tents 
•and screens, and several mules and horses ; in 
reward for which his Majesty conferred on him the 
title of (Myr Saman) “steward of the household,” 
for which he returned thanks. 

, We then moved on, and after several days 
entered Seistan, a province of Persia,* of which 
Kara Sultan Shamlu was the governor, who immedi- 
ately advanced to meet. his Majesty; and having 
paid his respects, made an oj^ering of a celebrated 
horse called L&ilet al Kiidder (the night of power), 
after which he conducted the King to his own 
habitation, and performed all the rights of hospi- 
tality. He further invited the King to remain 
there, till he should be joined by all his followers 
from Candahar. The . King agreed, and in a few 
days, was joined by several chiefs. 

* Seistan, an extensive province in the east of Persia : 
it is 300 miles in length, and 160 in breadth. The modern 
capital is Dooshah, in the neighbourhood of which are immense 
ruins, situated in N. Lat. 31-10. The western part of Seistan 
consists of a vast and arid plain, intersected with one or two 
ranges of mountains ; in the midst of which is situated the city 
of Kubbees. This country is now formed into a number of 
small independent states ; Byram Khan Kyany assumes the title 
of Chief of Seistan. Edinburgh Gazetteer. 

In page 129 oC Hanway^s Travels, it is stated that Mahmud 
the Afghan lost 2,000 men in crossing this desert. 



8o 


MEMOIRS OP HUMAYUN. 


After some days had elapsed, Byrara Beg and 
the other chiefs represented to liis Majesty, that the 
King of Persia might possibly take offence at our 
having entered his territories without due notice; it 
, would therefore be proper to write to him for 
permission to proceed. A letter was in consequence 
written, and sent, the contents of which were, “ we 
are arrived in your country, and await your royal 
orders the remainder of the letter was in verse, 
and replete with compliments. 

' On receipt of this letter, the Monarch of Persia, 
the Asylum of the worlds issued orders to all bis- 
governors and officers to pay the King Huinayuii 
every attention m their power, and to conduct 
themselves in every respect towards him, as they 
would to his Majesty himself ; he also sent a 
consolatory letter, assuring the King of Ins support, 
and inviting him to proceed to his Court. 


Note . — The town of Jun or Jown is not' to be found in any of 
the maps I have access to, but it is mentioned in the Ayeeil 
Akbery as being m the Sirkar Hajykan, and yielding a largo 
revenue it is also described by Abi^ Fazil as being situated on 
the Indus, and as a most delightful place. 

The route of the King appears to have been across Buloochis- 
tan, \iz from Sehwan toGuntla\a , thence probably to Kelat, 
and Shurabek to the vicinity of Candahar, where being obliged 
to cross the Higrmund river, he entered Gurmsyr, and from 
thence by the town of Ferrah to Herat See Map prefixed to- 
Malcolm’s History of Persia. See also Beloochistan; Edinburgh 
Gazetteer, 


END OF PARTI. 



ADVERTISE^rENT TO THE SECOND PART 


OF THE -MEMOIRS OF THE 
MOGHUL EMPEROR HUMAYUN. 


Although more has been written about Persia 
than of any foreign country of which we have a 
knowledge, the want of a concise and connected 
narrative of the events that have occurred there, 
render its history but very little known. The 
compilers of gazetteers have considered it an 
unfathomable ocean, and therefore have not even 
dipped into it. Hanway’s Travels, and Sir John 
Malcolm’s splendid History, supply ample materials ; 
but both these books are so large and so e.xpensive, 
that few people have an opportunity, or leisure, 
to consult them : of tin; latter I could not procure 
a single copy in the extensive city of Bath. 

I have therefore thought it requisite, before 
Humayun’s entering Persia, to give a skRcii of its 
history, that the reader may be in some measure 
introduced to thp people about to be described. 

The conquest of Persia by Alexander the Great 
took place about A, M. 3635. 

The nominal conquest by the Romans, under 
Trajan, about A. D. 100. 

It was then governed by native dynasties till the 
year of our Lord 628, when it was subdued by the 
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Arabians, and for about iSo years it remained 
subject to the Kliahfs of Bagdad 

In the early part of the eighth centur)/ the 
governors of the provinces assumed independence, 
and Persia was divided between a number of con- 
tending princes 

In the twelfth century these petty princes were 
all subdued by the f irtar or Thrk Zingis (Jeng}z) 
Khin, whose empire extended from the eastern 
borders of China to the shores of the Mediterranean 
sea The descendants of that conqueror, although 
disunited among themselves, retained possession 
of Persia till the end of the fourteenth century, 
when they were all subdued by the Great Moghul, 
Timftr 

Some time after the death of Tiraftr, the 
Uzbegs got possession of the northern provinces of 
Persia But it is related in the Memotts of Tiinftr* 
that after the defeat of Bajazet, the conqueror 
while returning towards his own dominions (A D 
^402 3), in passing through the city of Ardebyl, 
visited a celebrated Jlusselman Saint, called 
Shykh Suddet addyan Seffy^ and at the termination 
of the interview, the Emperor asked the Saint 
v\ hat he could do to oblige him? the Saint replied, 
‘ liberate your captives tlie Emperor responded, 
“ I not only liberate them, but give them to you ’ 
He did so , and these captives, amcfmuing to 40,0100 
persons, many of them of good family, became the 
devoted adherents of the Saint, and their posterity 
continued the same attachment to his descendants 

* Pub ished m 1831 for the Oriental Translation Fund see 
page 7 
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This celebrated character (the Saint) claimed 
nis descent in a direct line from Aly, the son-in-law 
of the Arabian prophet, and was a strenuous advo- 
cate for the rights of his progenitors, and thereby 
became the leader of the sect of Shvrdis in Persia. 
He is said to have been assassinated, but his magni- 
ficent tomb still exists at Ardebyl, and must not be 
confounded with the mausoleum of Shith Sefly, 
which is at Kom ; both are described in Chardin’s 
Travels, The Saint left three grandsons, the 
youngest of whom, [un'eyd, w.as brought up privately 
in the province of Ghilan, He was educated in the 
tenets of his grandfather, with an avowed enmity to 
the reigning powers, and was killed by the Prjpce 
of Shirwan. He was succeeded by In's son Hyder, 
whose mother having been a daughter of Uzun 
Hussen, the U/.beg Chief, found a number of 
adherents; but he was also killed in an attack 
on Shinvfin. 

Ismael, third son of Hyder, was a child during 
these events; but at the age of fourteen he put 
himself at the head of his followers, attacked the 
Ruler of ShirwAn, and defeated him. Ismael then 
assumed the title of ShAh, and became one of the 
most celebrated monarchs of the age. He is said 
to have died A. H. 930, A. D. i_5g3.. y 

He was succeeded by his eldest son Tahmasp 
MyrzA, then only ten years of age, the person whose 
protection, nineteen years aftei wards, was sought 
by the unfortunate Exile of Hindustan. Authors 
differ much with regard to the character of this 
Prince ; but we cannot do less than transcribe the 
portrait given of him by the able historian of Persia. 
(See Persian History, vol. i. page 508.) 
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advertisement 


“ The reign of TamSsp oues much of its celebrity 
“ to the truly royal and hospitable reception he 
“ gave to the Emperor Hoorn ay un when that mo 
“ narch was obliged to fly from India and to take 
“ shelter m Ins dominions The Persians have m 
“ all ages boasted of their hospitality , and the 
“ vanity of every individual is concerned in support 
" mg the pretensions of his country to a supenonty 
“ over others in the exercise of this national virtue 
“ The arrival of the fugitixe HoomAyun presented 
“ an opportunity of a very singular nature for the 
“ display of this noble quality, and we know no 
“ example of a distressed monarch being so royally 
“ welcomed, so generously treated, and so effectually 
“ relieved The reader is requested to keep this 
panegyric m recollection 

During the greater part of Shah TahmAsp s reign, 
he was engaged in wars with Solimin the Turkish/ 
emperor He died at the age of sixty four,* after 
a reign of more than fifty three years The Sefly 
(Sophy) dynasty ruled over Persia for two centunes, 
which period may be considered as its Augustan 
3gc t Their names were ^ 

ShAh Ismael Sefiy 
Tahmasp 
Ismael II 
Mohammed 
Abbas, the Great 
SefTy, the Cruel 
Abbas 11 
Soliman 

* See Append x 

t See Travels by Chardm, Hanway Moner, and Ousely , also 
Malcolms History 
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Sliuh liussvn. 

.... Talnnasp II. 

Tile Scilys were displaced by the Afghans, who 
took I’ne title of ^ultAn, bat in their turn were ex- 
pelled { A. D. 1736) by the celebrated Nadir SMli. 

The descejuiant.s of Nadir were overturned by 
the Zend family, wlio were succeeded by the Cajars 
(a Turky tribe), of v.'hoin Fuiteh Aly Shah, the 
present monarch, i.s the second of that dynasty. 
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fart II.-CHAPTER XIV. 

Arrival of Skdh Takm^sp's letter, and the march of Humayun to- 
wards Meshed. A H. 950 - 1 .— /i. D 1543-4- 

I THINK it requisite to repeat, that after the lOng 
had entered the province of Khorasan, and had 
arrived at the city of Herat, which is the capital of 
that country, he was waited upon by Muhammed 
Khan, the preceptor (Atalyk) of the young Prince 
Sultan Muhammed ( eighth son of Tabmasp ), who 
had previously given orders that every person of the 
city from seven years of age to seventy should ad- 
vance to meet his Majesty ; in consequence of which, 
the Prince, the preceptor, and an immense crowd 
of people, had the honour of paying their respects 
to the King, for whom an encampment was formed 
in the Murid Bagh ( Garden of Desire ). * 

After we had remained about a month in this 
delightful situation, another letter arrived from the 
Persian monarch, inviting the King to proceed to 
Meshehed-Sheryf,* where he would have the 
honour of meeting him. 

At this time Bubek Beg, one of the nobles of 
Aby Khan who had taken refuge with his Majesty, 

■* See Edinburgh Gaietteer. 
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represented, that as it was his anxious wish to malce 
the pilgrimage of Mecca, he requested permission, 
to attend the royal stirrup to Arabia ; but that if 
his Majesty should alter bis intention, he might be 
permitted to accompany him as far as Meshehed, 
being assured that while under his Majesty’s protec- 
tion the Persian monarch would not be displeased ; 
and that from Meshehed he would proceed on the 
pilgrimage by himself. To this proposal the King 
very good-naturedly gave his consent.^ 

In short, after various marches we arrived safely 
at the Holy Meshehed ;t the governor of the city, 
named Shah Kuly Sultan, having come out to meet 
the King, had the honour of paying his respects, and 
performed all the rites of hospitality. 

We remained forty days in that city ; when one 
night it entered the mind of his Majesty, that he 
would go privately and make his prostrations at 
the tomb of the Imjlm Aly, son of Musa, on whom- 
be the -peace of God 1 He therefore selected five- 
persons to attend him on this solemn occasion r 
there names were, Doust Baba, the Kourbegy 
(Chamberlain), Mehter Vasil, the Tushekbeg 
( Keeper of the Wardrobe), Yakub Beg, the Suferchy 
(Butler), Kuchekbeg, and the humble servant 
Jouher, the Aftabchy. When we reached the- 
tomb, the porter attempted to open the gate, but the 


" It was one of the King’s objects in going to Persia, to 
proceed on the pilgrimage to Mecca, if not supported by Shah 
Tahmasp in the recovery of his dominions. 

t It was formerly called Tus, and contains the tomb of the 
eighth Imam, Aly, the son of Musa, who Was held in the 
highest respect by the Persians, and pilgrimages made to his- 
grave. 



chain was closed tlie door-keeper then represented 
that It was impossible to open the chain . the King 
in consequence retreated a few steps, but afterwards 
returned, and said, “O Imam, every person who has 
ever offered up his vow at your shrine has obtained 
the object of his wishes, your slave has also come 
with similar hopes to your tomb, in expectation ot 
succeeding m his request ” Having said this he 
laid his hand on the door, when instantly the chain 
was unlocked , it might even be said it was cut in 
two on which his Majesty entered the holy tomb, 
walked round it, and then offered up his prayers, 
after which he sat down at an appointed place, 
and began to read the Korin 

The supermtendant of the tomb then said to the 
King, “ if you like you may snuff the lamp his 
Majesty replied, “ if not too great a liberty, I will do 
so , the’ officer said, “ you have leave ”* The Kiug 
therefore took up the scissors, and cut off the snuff 
of the lamp , after which having said his prayers, he 
came out, but commanded that one of the royal 
bows should be suspended on the gate as an offering- 
Soon after this event ^mother letter arrived 
from the sovereign of Persia, inviting the King to 
proceed to Cazvin , in consequence of which we 
marched from Meshehed, and after two journeys 
reached Nishapoor , from thence, after six days, we 
arrived at Subzwar It so happened that Amyr 
Skemsaddyn Aly, the governor of Subzwar, was a 
relation of Myr Berke, between whom and the 

y. Although Timur was a furious Shiah, his descendants 
early adopted the Sunny doctrines Humajun was therefore 
considered a heterodox Mussulman, and consequently haino 
right to enter the mausoleum 
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King there existed u great intimacy ; • on which 
account we remained in that city for forty days ; 
thence, in three days, we reached Damghan, and 
thence, in two more days, proceeded to Bustam ; 
thence to Semnan, thence to the fort of Ayluvar, 
thence to the fountain of Alhak, thence to tlie 
fort of Mesmyeh, where we encamped under a large 
walnut-tree.' While his Majesty was admiring the 
prospect from this situation, he saw a messenger 
advancing quickly towards him. Wfien the man 
came up and made his salutation, the King said, 
“whence come you?" he replied, “from the 
fortress of Bczan Silver the King said, “have you 
any thing for me?’’ the man replied, “ yes, I have;’’ 
the King said, “ bring it :’’ on which he gave into his 
Majesty’s hand a letter from Myrzd Solinuin, Chief 
of Badukhshan. The King having read the letter, 
said, “ these people are very* e.xtraordinary foster 
brothers^ witness the impropriety of their conduct to 
my late father (Baber), and are now guilty of want 
of loyalty towards me, for the foster brother (Kuke) 
of Myrza Soliman, named Allah Kuly Inderaby, has 
seized by order of Kamran the Myrza Soliman with 
all his family, and carried them to Kabiil.” His 
Majesty then wrote an answer to the letter, the 
contents of which were, “ Accept my blessing, and 
be hopeful. Please God, in a short time our affairs 
will improve.” Having sealed the letter, he gave 
it to the messenger, and added, “ give my compli- 
ments; to Myrza Soliman, and say I am sensible 
that he suffers all this inconvenience on my 
account ; but let him be hopeful that every thing 
will yet turn out according to our wishes.”* 

• The Orientals seldom commit their sentiments to writing : 
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After the second prayers \\ e again marched ; 
and as it happened that the King always travelled 
with a bottle oflemon juice, when we (the servants) 
were about to mount our horses, the Mehter 
(Groom) Dula said, ** give me the bottle, and when 
you are mounted I will return it to you,” The 
humble servant Jouher, Aftabchy^ would not agree ; 
on which the Groom said, " it does not signify ; after 
I have got on my horse I will take up fhe bottle ” 
Having mounted, he attempted to do so, when iC 
dropt from his hand and was broken. When we 
arrived at a certain place it was about the time of 
evening prayer, and as soon as his Majesty had 
performed his ablutions, he called for the lemon 
juice^ m order to make some Sherbet ; it ^yas there- 
fore requisite to explain that the bottle had been 
broken The King was very angry, and ordered 
that the Groom and 1 should travel in future on foot. 
After we had marched about two coss, his Majesty 
kindly said, “ the fault was not Jouher’s, therefore 
let him mount , but the Groom shall walk all the 
way *’ 

We soon after came to the fountain of Savtik 
Beldk^ and from thence to the fort of Ders. At 
this place another letter arrived from the sovereign 
of Persia, stating that he was at Cazvin, and that the 
King should now send forward Byram _B^ as his 
ambassador In consequence of this messige, 
Byram Beg was despatched, attended by ten horse- 
men to the imperial presence In a few days after 
his arrival at court, Shah Tahmisp ordered him to 

the letter was therefore merely complimentary, and the verbal 
message is the important communicatioo 
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cut ofi* his hair, and wear a Persian cap ; Byram Beg 
represented that he was the servant of another 
person, and could only obey his orders. The 
monarch was very angry, and said “ you may do / 
as you please;” but in order to frighten him into 
compliance commanded some ])risoners to be 
brought up and e.vecuted in his presence. Shah 
Tahmasp then marched to the fountain oi /eky Jck)\ 
and wrote to the King Humilyun to remain whei'e 
he was till he should send for him ; but sent Bubek 
Beg to be AJc/niiandcr to his Majesty, 

Some time afterwards another order arrived 
from the Shah Tahmasp that the King should 
advance to Cazvin, and having rested there for three 
days, might then come and pay his respects to the 
monarch. 

In consequence of this invitation his Majesty 
left Ders ; and when he reached Cazvin,* the 
governor of that city came out to meet the King, 
and lodged him with his suite in one of the palaces 
of the Persian monarch. On the first day a great 
entertainment was given to his Majesty in the house 
of the governor ; the second day, the Cazy had the 
pleasure of exhibiting his hospitality ; and on the 
third day, the principal inhabitants had the honour 
of supplying the feast. 

The day following his Majesty left Cazvin in the 
afternoon, and travelled all night; towards morning, 
the 'King being tired, ordered his attendants to 
look out for a place where there was water, that he 
might halt ; whilst we were employed in searching 

* Kazvin or Cazvin, formerly a magnificent city, but now in 
ruins, in consequence of an earthquake. See Morier’s Travels, 
page 254. ■ . . 
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for \;aier, }ntelljgence was brought that Byram Beg 
(the Kings ambassador) was approaching Shortly 
after the aforesaid personage arrived, and had the 
honour of paying his respucts , and represented, 
' thaf the stage or place of halting was very near at 
hand , but the King said, “he would not then 
proceed any further 

In short the day Invmg now broke, the King, 
having performed Ins ablutions, and said his morning 
prayers, fell asleep Shortly after the Persian 
(bildars) pioneers who were employed in smooth 
mg the road, began to sing in their usual manner 
tbeir noise awoke his i^Iajesty , and supposing 
that they were his own people, he ordered that they 
should be silenced as he had been travelling all 
night, and therefore wished to sleep, the humble 
servant Jouher represented ‘ that they were the 
pioneers of the Persian monarvb, who were repainng 
the road to the next stage, and could not be 
interrupted 

The King then ordered me to call Byram Beg, 
when the aforesaid person came, he represented that 
the officers deputed by the Persian monarch were 
now aproaching to meet bis Majesty, and it was 
requisite to prepare for their reception in conse 
quence the King having bathed and dressed, and 
the tents being pitched sat m the Divan Khand 

In a short time the depmties of the Princes came, 
after those a deputation of the Syeds* and were 
particularly noticed aft^r this the I^mg mounted 
his horse, and advanced He was soon after met by 
the retinues of the Princes and Nobility But 
when Sim Myrzi (the son of Sh\h Tahmlsp) arrived 
• Descendants of AIuhamm»d 
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within' the distance of the flight of an arrow fro na 
his Majesty, he alighted from his horse ; on, which- 
the King also alighted, and they embraced each 
other with the greatest respect and friendship ; 
after which ceremony the Prince returned to 
■where he had alighted, and again mounted his horse. 
Immediately after this Bahram Mirza ( third brother 
of Shdh- Tahmasp ) came and having brought with 
him a dress of honour and a Gezaleh (unbroke) 
horse, the master of the ceremonies having arranged 
the ranlcs, and spread a carpet, his Majesty was then 
clothed in the dress, except the cap,^ which he 
would' not put on; and, having mounted the un- 
broke horse, proceeded. It so happened that this 
wild h'orse, which the Turcomans (Persians) had 
brought to try his Majesty’s skill in horsemanship, 
was perfectly tractable, which astonished them all 
exceedingly, and was considered . an auspicious 
omen. After this the ICiirjy Bashy, and a number 
of inferior people mounted on Carmanian horses, 
came and made their salute ; the object of their 
being introduced was, to prove that all the Persians,^ 
whether of high or lorv rank, were all on a footing 
with our King. 

When his Majesty entered the paradise-like court 

Taj, properly Taji H3’’der, a tiara of crimson silk, wrought 
with gold, and richly ornamented with jewels, worn by the kings 
of Persia, so called from Hyder, the father of Shah Ismael, by 
whom it was first adopted. It is of a high conical shape, and 
divided into twelve segments, in honour of the twelve Imams 
from whom he claimed descent. In the course of time the 
Persian officers and soldiers were ordered to wear caps of this 
pattern, from which they were nicknamed by the Turks, Kuzcl 
MasK^ red heads. The natives of Hindustan have a great dislike 
to caps or hats ; but wh}' Humayun, who was the son of a 
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of the monarch of Persia, the latter advanced to the 
^edge of the carpet, where the two Kings embraced ; 
after which the Persian monarch placed Hum\yOn 
to his right, and they sat down on tlie same cushion. 
He then made several kind enquiries respecting his 
health, and the circumstances of his journey. He 
then said, “you must put on the Persian cap;’ 
HiimflyOn replied, “ that a Taj (crown) is an emblem 
of greatness , I will with pleasure wear it.” Tali- 
masp then with his own hands placed the cap on the 
King’s head , on ivlncli all the trumpets of the 
royal band sounded, and all the Nobility, having 
prostrated themselves, said, “ God be praised such 
IS their custom. 

The King then requested that the Princes 
might all be seated, but the Persian monarch 
rephecf, “that wou/d be contrary to our regulations ” 

After tins, orders were given for the entertain- 
ment to be brought in ; but the Persian monarch 
desired that the King’s Suferchy (butler) might lay 
the table cloth , on which Yakub (the butler) came 
forward and spread tlie cloth, and the two Kings 
sat down to eat when they had finished, the trum- 
pets were agnn sounded, and the attendants 
prostrated themselves But the particular object 
j,of the present ceremony ivas to return thanks, that 
fthe Almighty God had bi ought so great a Prince as 
Hum lydn to take lefuge at the foot of the imperial 
till one 

Aftei some other ceremonies, Shih Tahmasp 
said, “your Majesty’s abode is to be either with 

Tartar ehould have objected i3*e\traortlinarv, unless its'\eing 
the nuLiilion of a Shalt 
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the Prince Bahram or the minister Biid'der Khan,’-’ 
he then gave him leave to retire. The Prince- 
Bahram then took the King to- his house, where,, 
having enjoyed the hot bath, he had- his hair cut 
off ; and the Prince having sent him three honorary 
dresses, put one of them on- after which they 
passed the night in feasting and carousing. • 

The next day the Persian monarch marched to 
the city of Sultanyeh y and as he was passing the- 
King’s residence in the morning, his Majesty came 
to the door and made his salutation; but as it was not 
returned in a polite manner the King was much hurt, 
and on his arrival at Sultanyeh went and seated him- 
self in the dome of Sultan Mohammed Khodabundeh, 
the founder of the Shiahs in Persia, and began tO' 
reproach, himself for having sought protection with; 

/ ShMi Tahmasp, whose behaviour was- not sufficiently 
courteous. 

It further happened,, that one day when a large- 
quantity of wood had been sent to the King’s- 
residence for the use of the followers,, Shah Tahmasp- 
sent a message to his Majesty, saying, “ unless he - 
and all his adherents would become Shiahs, he- 
would make a funeral pile for them with that 
wood.”t ( See Sir J. Malcolm’s panegyric in Ad- 
vertisement.) 

The King returned the message,. “ that he andi 
his adherents were all firmly attached to their owm 
religion, and would not deviate therefrom ; that 

* Formerly -a fine city, but now in rmns, in consequence of 
an earthquake. See Morier’s Travels, page 257. 

t The animosity between the Sunnies and Shiahs is as great,, 
as that which formerly existed between the Papists and Protest- 
ants. See Preface to Sale’s Koran. 
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the Persian monarch might do as he pleased, but 
that their lives were m the hands of God, without 
whose permission no injury could reach them, and 
on His protection they alone trusted ” 

Thus his Majesty continued firm in his faith, 
and only requested that he and his followers might 
be permitted to proceed on their pilgrimage to 
Mecca , to this it was replied, “ that he, Shah 
Tahmisp, would shortly draw his armies against the 
Sunnies {the Turks) and annihilate tliem, but that 
as HumiyQn had entered Persia of his own accord, 
he must now adopt the religion of that country, or 
take the consequences ” 

Soon after this event Cizy Jehan, the agent of 
Tahmlsp, who was a highly respectable person, 
waited on bis Majesty, and. said, “ you are not 
alone , there are seven hundred Sunmes here, who 
will all share your fate , but tircumstances now 
require that you should temporise with }our oppres- 
sors, and if they importune you, from which God 
and the Prophet protect you I you must say, that 
being helpless, you will do as they wish.” The 
King said, “what is their obj^ect ? bring it to me m 
writing ” Some time after, the Cazy came again, 
and brought three papers from Shah Tahmasp , the 
King having read two of them pushed tliem away ; 
but when he bad read the third he got up, came to 
the door of the tent, and was about to call out to 
Ins people, when the Cazy followed and begged him 
to be quiet , that there was now no remedy, and 
that he must temponse, after which the King 
I became more tranquil, and signed one of the papers 
‘•which the Cazy carried to the Persian monarch 

Some time after this nefarious transaction. 
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Shah Tahmasp ordered a hunting party, and- directed 
Cazy Jehan to attend his Majesty. In the course 
of three days a great number of animals were 
surrounded, and many of them killed ; but it so 
happened that several deer made their escape at 
that part of the circle where we were ; for each of 
which the Persian demanded a Jine of a horse and 
one Tiiman* 

The next day Shah Tahmasp gave -orders that the 
Prince Bahram should escort the King to see the 
Throne of Soliman (ruins of Persepolis) ; in con- 
sequence of which we marched all night, and arrived 
there early in the morning. The Prince then 
proposed, that as there were a number of animals 
enclosed there, the King should amuse himself in 
shooting.f We, therefore, continued our sport till 
after mid-day, when the King being very tired, 
alighted to say his prayers ; but when he performed 
his ablutions, the only- persons of his attendants then 
present were myself and the butler ; his Majesty- 
then ordered me to champoo him, which 1 did till 
he was recovered from his fatigue ; after which he 
again -mounted his hprse, and proceeded to join 
the army. 

It was customary with his Majesty always to 
carry his valuable diamonds and rubies in a purse 
in his pocket ; but when he was performing his 

* About one pound sterling, 

t The mode of hunting practised by the Persian monarchs 
"ivas by sending an army, principally of cavalry, to surround 
a district,, and drive all the animals of it to a particular spot, 
where a wooden enclosure had been previously made. It- is 
related in the History of Timur, that during his invasion of 
Russia, his army lived^ for many days on the animals thus, 
collected. 
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4iblutions he generally laid them on one side , he had 
done so this diy, and forgot them it so happened 
that nhen tlie King \tas gone, iiid the humble 
servant Jouhet was ibout to remount Ins horse, 
he saw a green flowered purse Ijing on tlie ground, 
and a pen case by llit side of U he immediately 
took them up and as soon as be bad overtaken the 
Iving, presented them. When Ins Majesty saw 
these articles he as annzed and astonished, and 
said ‘ Oh, my boy, }ou Inve done me the greatest 
favour possible , if these had been lost, I should 
have ever been subject to the meanness (rezaiet) 
of this Persian monarch do )ou m future take 
care of them 

Now the reason that his i\Iajesty kept these 
diamonds and rubies about Ins person was, that he 
had formerly entrusted lus valuables to ^shen 
Beg, who had been guilty of dishonesty, on which 
account the King thought it too great a temptation 
to be given in charge of any other servant 

Whilst we were on onr return to the camp, his 
Majesty took the <jpportunity <if view mg the ruins 
•of Persepohs Among other curious things we saw 
a cave, hollowed out of a mountain, in which they 
used to confine state prisoners After viewing this 
wonderful place the King proceeded to the camp, 
nnd arrived there as they were saying the evening 
prayers . 

The next morning the King again joined the 
hunters, and, having proceeded to a place about four 
•cois from the Tukliti Sohman, began the sport , but 
the orders of Shah Tahmasp were, that no person 
but himself and the King should discharge an arrow 
Without express permission After a short time, 
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a deer cam-e bounding towards his Majesty ; when 
the Persian monarch called out, “ now, Humuyun, 
let us see how you shoot.” On which his .Majesty , 
discharged his arrow, which struck the animal behind 
the ear, and it fell struggling on the ground ; at 
which all the Persians were astonished, and said, 

“ certainly Humayhn will be a fortunate prince.” 
The party soon after returned to the tents, 
and nine deer were sent as a present to the 
King. 

We remained several days encamped on the 
hunting grounds ; during this time his Majesty order- 
ed his diamonds and rubies to be brought to him ; 
and having selected the' largest diamond, placed it 
in a mother-of-pearl box ; he then added several 
other diamonds and rubies ; and having pla'ced tlieni 
on a tray, gave them in charge of Byram Beg to 
present them to the Persian monarch, with a message, 
“ that they were brought from Hindustan purposely 
for his Majesty,”* 

When Shah Tahmasp saw these precious stone.s 
he was astonished, and sent for his jewellers to value 
them. The jewellers declared they were above all 
price ; on which- the Persian signified his acceptance, 
-and "conferred on Byrani Beg the title of KIid7i, with 
permission to use the kettle-drum and standard. 

When Humayun took Agra, he found there the family of 
RajiBickermajeet of Gualior, who had been killed in the battle. 
In consequence of his kind treatment to the prisoners, they pre- 
sented him with a quantity of jewels ; among these was’ a famous 
diamond, weighing eight mishkals, which he offered to his 
father, who returned it to him : its value was incalculable. This 
proba,bly was the diamond he presented to Tahmasp. Memoirs 
of Baber, page 308. 

14 
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The diploma and insignia were sent the next day ; 
jbut from that time, for two months, there was no 
’intercourse of any kind between the nionarclis. 


CHAPTER XV. 

OJ other causes of dissension between Shdh TahmAsp and hts 
Majesty Hiimiljun el II 951 — A. D> 1544* 

The subjects which caused the dissension 
between the two sovereigns were these : first, some 
of the disaffected mobility of Hinddsian, who, 
although servants of the King, had taken part with 
the Prince K^mran, and who had afterwards gone on 
the pilgrimage to Mecca, returned from thence by the 
route of Persia, viz. Rhshen Beg Kukeh { foster 
brother), Khuajd Gh^zy Diw^n, and Sultin Muham- 
med ( the spearman ), all of whom having obtained 
access to the Persian monarch, insinuated that 
Hum^yhn had not talents for a king ; in consequence 
of which his brothers had not supported him : they 
also proposed that, if Shah Tahmasp would imprison 
his guest, and entrust tAem with an army, they would 
soon take Candahar,* and deliver it over to his 
Majesty. 

The second cause of lU will was this ; some of 
the Turkoman officers said to their monarch, “ that 

• Candahar being a frontier garnson between the two 
countries had frequently changed masters, and was always coveted 
by the Persians 
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Sultan Baber, the father of Humayhn, had very 
unjustly put to death one of their countrymen, named 
Jerinum Beg, and that if his Majesty should order 
any of them to assist Humayun in the recovery of 
his dominions, he would probably murder them in 
the same treacherous manner.” But there was a 
tiiird, and more powerful cause of offence, of a long 
standing, wliich was this : soon after Humayun had 
defeated Bahader-Shab, of Gujerat ( A, D. 1535), 
and had returned to his capital, Agra, he was one 
day amusing himself with divining arrows.* He 
wrote his own name on twelve of the first class of 
arrows, and the name of Shah Tahmasp on twelve 
of the second class ; and this anecdote was by some 
means communicated to the Persian monijrch. 
In consequence, while the two Kings were one day 
seated together, Shah Tahmasp said to Humayun, 
“be so good as explain the reason of your selecting 
arrows of the second class for me on such an 
occasion the King frankly replied, “ the fact is,, 
that I then looked to the extent of qur mutual domi- 
nions ; and as Persia at that time was only of half 
the extent of the kingdom of Hindustan, I therefore 
considered you as inferior to myself,”’ Tahmasp then 
said, in an ill natured manner, “it was a consequence 
of your foolish vanity, that you could not properly 
govern those extensive dominions ; you were there- 
fore driven away by the villagers^ and left your wife 
and family captives the King replied, “,we are 
all under the controul of fate, and must willingly 
submit to the decrees of the Almighty.” With this 
answer the Persian monarch appeared satisfied. 

* A mode of predicting future events, in use among the 
Arabs and other Muhammedans. 
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[Quotation from the Koran.] 

“God if omnipotent overall Ini, works, but the 
“ greater part of mankind do not understand." 

Some time after this conversation, the Persian 
monarch consulted with his brother, Bahram Myrza, 
respecting the destruction (helak>t) of the King- 
Huma>uu. On hearing this proposal, the M)rza was 
so much afflicted that he shed tears; he afterwards 
went to his sister, and said to her, “ the King 
Humavun has sought refuge with the SefFy family, 
and has long pariah en with me of the same sa/tf 
and our hroflier has now made me such and such 
proposals * 

When the Princess heard this discourse she also* 
began to weep just at this time the Persian monarch 
entered his sister's apartment ; on which Bahranr 
Myrza made his salutation and retired. The 
monarch then sat down, and asked the Princess the 
cause of her crying ; she replied, “ I am lamenting 
our adverse fate.” He asked, “ what more prosperi- 
ty can you wish for, than that you now enjoy ?" she 
answ’ered, “ I am constantly employed in prayers 
for your welfare are you not already encompassed 
by enemies? and are you not engaged in contest 
with the Turks, the Uzbegs, the Georgians, and the 
Russians-' and I hear }ou are now about toiaise up 

* About the time that Major Yule procured this MS there 
Has a descendant of the Seffy family residing at LucknoH,who 
recened a small pension from the Nuwab Assuf addouleh, and 
bore the title of Persian Prince Major Yule having lent lum 
the MS he wrote on the margin at this passage, “The author 
has here been guiltj of falsehood, or he muu have been deranged^ 
as this circumstance has ne\erbeen mentioned bj an^ other 
historian ’ 
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Other enemies by your intentions of injuring 
Muhammed Huinayun, whose son and brothers will- 
one day seek revenge. If you will not support him,, 
at least permit him to go away, that he may apply 
for assistance somewhere else.” The Persian mon- 
arch was much affected by the address of his sister,, 
and said, “ my Chiefs have been giving me unworthy 
advice ; but what you have suggested is certainly 
more dignified and praiseworthy.” 

Shortly after this, Shilh Tahmasp sent the King am 
invitation to visit him at his hunting encampment • 
be went, and arrived about mid-day, and remained 
till late in the evening * during which time the Per- 
sian monarch behaved with the greatest kindness ^ 
and as our King was about to take leave, said, 
“ Keep your mind at ease, for I shall very soon send 
you to your own country in a proper manner. Cazy 
Jehan will mention certain subjects, to which I 
request you will pay attention on which the King 
offered up prayers for the prosperity of his Majesty. 

The two monarchs then mounted to return to- 
their tents ; but after riding some distance our King- 
was obliged to alight, having no other attendants 
with him than his groom. When he had been some 
time ab^enti it was very dark, Shah Tahmasp- 

was alarmed, and said, “ what is become of Huma- 
yCin ? I fear some of my Turkomans* may hurt him • 
and immediately ordered one of the two torch- 
bearers that were before him to go in search of the 
King, The 'Kurchy, carrying the lighted torch, 

* As a great part of the Persian armies was composed of 
soldiers from the Turky hordes, they are frequently, but impro- 
perly, called Turkomans. See Morier’S' Travels, pages 240- 
and 288. 
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\Yandered about, and kept calling in the Turky 
language. At length the King heard his voice, and 
sent the groom to say he was coming. Several of 
the Persian attendants , then came, and . said their ' 
master was enquiring most particulary for him : the 
King then joined tlie Persian monarch, and they 
rode together till they came to some tents, when 
Shdh Tahmasp asked whose tents they were ; and 
on being informed they were the King^s, he then 
shook his Majesty by the hand, wished him a good 
night, and went to his own pavilion. 

About midnight the King complained of being 
very hungry ; on which some of the Persian servants 
who were in attendance went and informed Sbdh 
Tahmasp of the circumstance, who immediately 
ordered that a supper should be sent to him. Nine 
dishes were very shortly brought, and his Majesty 
regaled himself most heartily, and afterwards went 
to bed- 

The next day the Persian monarch went to visit 
a valley, or pass in that neighbourhood, but we halt- 
ed ; his ^lajesty therefore took that opportunity of 
assembling bis Hindttsiany Servants, and informed 
us of the very great kindness of Shah Tahmasp, and 
of the various conversation he^ had had with him ; 
he added, “ Cazy Jehan will speak to you also on a 
certain subject (conversion).*' On hearing this dis- 
course all the servants raised their hands in prayer 
for his Majesty, and were all highly delighted at his 
prospects. He then ordered us to attend him when 
he went to join the Persian monarch. 

The next morning his Majesty again joined the . 
hunters, who had formed an enclosure of wild 
animals in the vicinity of the ruins of Persepolis ; 
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and so^numeroiis were the deer that they had not 
room to escape; so that frequently the- two Kings 
having seized the horns of a stag, pulled him out of 
the enclosure and let him go ; in short, the whole 
day passed in hunting and shooting, and in the 
•evening the party returned to the tents, which 
were then' pitched among the aforesaid ruins. 

All this time Shah Tahm^sp was considering of 
the best mode of giving a sumptuous entertainment 
to the King : in consequence of which he had given 
orders to his officers to make a selection of every 
thing that might be requisite for the purpose. 

On the fifth day after his Majesty’s arrival at 
Persepolis, he was informed that Shah Tahmasp had 
passed judgment on the conduct of Rushen Beg, 
Khuaje Ghazy, and Sultan Mubammed, who had 
endeavoured to sow dissension between the mon- 
archs, as was formerly related (see page too), and 
had ordered these persons to be confined. 

[Extract from the Kor^n.] 

“ He who digs a pit for his neighbour shall fall 
into it himself.” 

In short, Shah Tahmasp commanded that some 
of the longest ropes ' should be taken from the 
tents, and that these three culprits should be let 
down into the caverns or pits, called the prison 
of the Diwan of Soliman, before described ; but 
if the ropes were not long enough to reach the 
bottom they ( the culprits ) might be hauled up 
again. 

When this circumstance was communicated 
to the prisoners, Rjjshen— Beg wrote a petition to 
the King, acknowledging his crime, expressing his 
contrition, and imploring him in the name of his 
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right hand on his breast, added, “ O, Hiimayiin, it 
I have been deficient in aught, I trust to your 
generosity to excuse it.” 

On the third day the monarchs amused'them- 
selves in shootin" with boxys and arrows ; but' when 
night came on, a great company was assembled, and 
various lands of wine and liquors were introduced ; 
before each of the guests was placed a bottle and a 
goblet, that he might help himself ; so that there 
was no occasion for servants to attend ( in order that 
they need not be under any restraint). 

As it had been determined that the camp was to 
break up next day, his Majesty rose early in the 
morning, but before his departure went to pay his res- 
pects to the Persian monarch, and found Iiim seat- 
ed in the open air on a small carpet, doubled up ; 
and when his Majesty alighted from his horse, as 
there was no place for him to sit down, a Moghul, 
Muhammed Kushky, having cut off the cover of his 
quiver, spread it for his Majesty to sit on. 

The King, pleased with this attention, said to 
him, “ who are you?” to which he replied, “ I am 
a Moghul the Khig said, “ you may continue in 
my service;” the map replied, “ I am unworthy of 
it ; but my master is already in your Majesty’s 
service ; whenever you shall promote him, I will 
tben become your devoted servant.” 

After taken leave of Shah Tahmasp, the King 
proceeded towards Tabriz, and halted at a station 
four coss from Persepolis ; but as the Persian mo- 
narch had intimated that he expected a feast from 
him in the Hindustany manner of cookery, pre- 
parations were in consequence now made for this 
ceremony, a number of public singers were collected, 

IS 
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and various kinds of liquors procured. The 
Persian monarch, and the guests having been seat- 
ed, and the cup having repeatedly passed round, a 
tray of the fruit called th^ Royal Sachck (species 
nnknoivn), was produced , on which Shah Tabmasp 
said, “ who IS to divide the Saclieks ?" the King 
replied, "whoever your Slajesty shall order.” 
Tahraasp directed the chief eunuch to do so. The 
Khuajeh then placed a whole one before the Persian 
monarch, a whole one before the King, and half a 
one before each of the other guests,* (or a plate 
before each of the monarchs ) After this cere- 
mony various kinds of food and drink were present- 
ed, and every body heartily participated ; but Shah 
Tahraasp uais more pleased with the dish of nee and 
peas ( Dal Khushc ) than any of the others, it being 
a mode of cookery unknown m Persia. After dinner 
both monarchs made a short march. 

The next morning the Persian monarch ordered 
that the King s tents should remain at that station, 
but that his Majesty might accompany him to the 
next stage In consequence of which the King rode 
ten coss with Shah Tahmasp, and remained with him 
that night m his pavilion, during which time it rained 
very hard 

• When Nadir Shah invaded Dehly, and was seated with 
Muhamraed Shah, coffee was introduced, and the servant doubt- 
ful how to act, presented the cups to the Vizier, who presenting 
a cup to Muhammed Shah (his master) requested Aim to present 
It to the conqueror, by which he avoided giving offence to 
either party 
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The next mornincr, ns soon as the rnin had ceased, 
Shah Tahinasp stood up, and said, “ Now, Humayun, 
you may go, and the blessing of God be with you !” 
lie then presented him with two apples and a knife, 
and placing a ring on the King’s finger, gave him 
his dismissal. He then commanded that the Prince 
Bahrain should accompany his Majesty to the stage 
where his tents were pitched. 

The King having made his obeisance, mounted 
his horse, and, being accompanied by the Prince and 
a number of people, proceeded on his journey. 
When they came within sight of the tents, the 
Prince requested his dismissal ; upon which the King, 
having cut an apple in two, gave one piece to Bah- 
rain and eat the other himself : he then drew from 
his pocket a diamond ring, and gave it to the Prince, 
saying, “ this ring was a keepsake of my mother’s, 
preserve it in rem'embrance of me ; such is my 
friendship for you, that I would willingly remain 
with you all my life ; but my reputation is at stake, 
and obliges me to leave you.” The Prince replied, 
” be assured that I will keep the ring in remembran- 
ce of your friendship ; depart in confidence of suc- 
cess in all your undertakings.” 

That day the King made a short march, and in 
three more days reached Tabriz.* We reanained 

* The capital of the province of Azerbijan, and now the 
residence of Abbas i\Iyrza, N. Lat. 38,10. E. Long. 46,37. 
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there five dtiys, during winch time his Majesty visit-- 
ed the bazar of Cresarea and the dome of Syria, so 
called from the materials of wh cl) it is having 

been brought from Sjna, Jn going through the 
market he saw two Turks, who having saluted him, 
he said, III fuikish, “ give my compliments to >our 
sovereign they replied, in the same language, 
“ most certainly we will ” The King then proceed- 
ed towards Ardebyl,* and in four nights reached that 
city, and remained there a whole week, 1 he objects 
of coming to Ardebjl were, first, to visit the tombs 
of Shaikh SeffVjt upon whom be the peace of 
God ' and of Shah Ismael , at the gate of which there 
is a chain, by getting inside of winch any cuipnt rs 
saved from the pursuit of the officers of justice, 
whatever may have been his crime the other object 
was to perform the ceremony of a niece 

of the Persian monarch, ifie daughter of 3Iasum Beg, 
who bad been promised to him J 

After tins ceremony his Majesty proceeded to 
Deiya Kidzan ( the Caspian sea ), over which there 
IS constantly, a thick fog or mist Having satisfied 
his curiosity, he returned to Ardebyl ; from thence 
he came to Kherdebyl, from thence to Tarun, thence 
to Serkhab, and from thence, after several marches, 
reached Cazv in 

It so happened that the Persian monarch, who 
had been making an excursion in the country, return- 
ed the same day to Cazvin, and seeing the King’s 

* See Edinburgh Gazetteer, , 

t The founder of the family See Ad% ertiseroent, page 8a 
His tomb was an asylum for culprits 

t As \\e do not hear anj more of this marriage, it was 
probably never consummated. 
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tents, asked to whom they belonged;, when told they 
were the encampment of King Hiimayiin, he said, 
“ what ! has he not yet left this country ?” He then 
ordered Mehter Khyaly to come and desire that 
his Majesty would make a march of twelve fersens’' 
( leagues.) In consequence of this message the 
King made several marches, and had nearly reached 
the fort of Aris, when four horsemen were seen on 
the Desert, who came up and killed Yakub the 
Sufcrchy ( butler.) As soon as the King was inform- 
ed of the circumstance, he ordered the men to be 
pursued but when onr people came up with them 
they said, why are you following us ? we have but 
acted by Shah Tahmasp's orders.” 

Now the reason of the murder of Yakub w%as 
this : there had been a quarrel between him and the 
chamberlain, Hussyn Aly Aka, in consequence of the 
Persian monarch having .one day sent to the Kino- a 

present of several swords, one of which Hussyn Aly 
took for himself: Yakub having obtained information 
of this dishonesty, mentioned it to his Majesty, in 
revenge for which the Aka complained to his master 
Shah Tahmasp, that Yakub had spoken disrespect- 
fully of the Persian cap.* This was the real cause 
of the murder of poor Yakub, which much annoyed 
his Majesty. 

After this the King continued his march to 
Sebzvar, and at this place ordered that the Begum 
. with all the heavy baggage, should proceed by the 
route of Tebesh, (or Tnbbiis of the map,) while he 
should go to Meshehed, and again visit the tomb of 
the Imam Aly, son of Musa, “ upon whom be the 
grace of God His Majesty accordingly marched 

* See page 94. 
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to Meslielied, and received back the io®, together 
with tlie string, which he had suspended on the 
tomb ; by which circumstance he was much gratine , 

It being a proof that the Imam or his sfervants were 
auspicious to his affairs^ 

During the period of seven days that his Majesty 
remained at the holy sanctuary, it snowed the great- 
er part of the time. 

At length the snow having ceased, the King mar- 
ched to Ravut Terk, and from thence to Lengur, 
where is situated the tomb of Shah Casim-Anvar , 

from thence to the fort of Kah or Gah, where one ot 
the twelve holy Jmavts dis ippeared. It is said that 
even to this day, the sounds of drums and trumpets 
are heard from the tomb, and every person who 
has any wish ungratified, has only to repair tint er, 
and having offered up his petition in a pious an 
humble manner, the Lord God causes it to be u 
filled. After remaining there one night, his Majesty 
proceeded to Tebesh ( or Tubbus), and from thence 
after several marches entered Systan. 


CHAPTER XVII. 

The King rc enters his oiiti domtmons, and takes the fnrtresscs of 
JBost and Candahar^ (dc A H 2 — A D io44 a ^ 

Having entered the province of Systan, his Ma- 
jesty halted for fifteen ‘days, the reason of which was, 
that when he took leave of the Persian monarch, t e 
latter had told him that on his arrival m Systan, the 
army sent to restore him to his dominions wou 
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assemble there for his ijispection. In consequence of 
these orders, the chiefs having assembled from differ- 
ent quarters, the King took a muster of the troops, , 
and found that instead of 12,000 there were actually 
14,000 cavalry present at the review. 

After the business of the muster had been settled, 
the King said to the Persian chiefs, “ at the distance 
of about thirty miles from hence is the fortress of 
Bost,* commonly called JHedain, and formerly the 
residence of Nushirvan the Just, which is now com- 
manded by Myr Khelj, one of the officers of Myrza, 
Askery : I wish you to proceed thither, and sum- 
mon him to give up the fort ; if he does not, you 
must take it by force, and even put him and the 
garrison to death.” The chiefs replied, “ this is 
contrary to the orders we received from our mo- 
narch the King said, “ 1 will write to Shah Tah- 
masp on the subject.” 

But on the arrival of the King in the vicinity of 
Bgst, Myr Khelj having suspended a scimitar on his 
neck, came out, paid his respects, and was gracious- 
ly received ; from thence his Majesty marched to- 
wards Candahar ; and on his arrival there sent Byram 
Beg as his ambassador to the Prince Kamran 
at* Kabul. But as Myrza Askery, who commanded 
the fortress of Candahar, would not give it up, the 
consequence of which was a severe^ contest, and 
several officers were killed ; so that the King finding 
•‘he could not take the fort by assault, gave orders 
to lay regular siege to* it, and to erect batteries 
against it. 

. During this time Alek or Aleg Myrza, a cousin 
of the King’s, who had been confined, by the Prince 

* It is situated on the river Hyrmund, about '32,20 Lat. 
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Knmran, and had been given m charge to Shere 
Afgun, persuaded Ins keeper to escape ^vlth him, and 
they botli arrived in safety at the royal camp. 

One day while the King was examining the pro- 
gress of the siege, having climbed a hill, he saw’ a 
part of the building in the fort w here the council 
chamber of the Prince was situated, and gave orders 
that a great gun should be pointed against it; when 
the gun was discharged, the shot struck the lattice 
work of the council chamber, which caused a great 
uproar in the place, and fngbteiied the garrison 
exceedingly. 

About this time the Prince Kamran wrote a 
letter from Kabul to Khuandzadeh, sister of the late 
Emperor Baber, requesting her to intercede with 
the'King for Myrza Askery; in consequence of which 
the aforesaid lady wrote to his Majesty begging he 
would pardon Askery , which being granted, the 
Myrza came out of the fort, and had the honour of 
paying Ins respects ( kuddum busy ). » 

In short as soon as Candahar was taken, the 
Persian chiefs claimed the treasure for their master, 
Shah Tahmasp ,* or, if this*^ was refused, they de- 
manded the Prince Askery should be sent to him. 
The King would not acknowledge the justness of the 
claivi^ but said the money should be sent as an offer- 
ing of friendship. He therefore went into the fort 
accompanied by some of the Persians and all his own 
attendants; amongst whom was the humble servant 
jouher Aftabchy ; and, shortly after alighting at 
Myrza Askery ’s house, gaVe orders that the treasury 

* It was one of the stipulations between the two monarchsthat 
m future Candahar should belong to Persia 
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should be opened, and the money brought out and 
examined : he then, in presence of the son of the 
Persian monarch, of Shah Kiily Khan, governor of 
Kerman, of the general Bedagh Khan, of Hufsyn 
Sultan, governor 'of Senjab, and of Ahmed Sultan, 
governor of Systan, directed that the chests should 
be locked and sealed with his own and the seals of 
the above-mentioned chiefs ; and having made over 
the treasure to them, came out of the fort ( leaving 
them in possession.) 

The Persian chiefs then deliberated, not only 
upon sending off the treasure to Persia, but also of 
seizing Myrza Askery, and sending him as a hostage 
to Shah Tahmasp for their own safe return. 

On hearing this report the King ordered a muster 
of all his own troops ; and many of the flindustanies 
having by this time joined him, they all passed in 
review. This event alarmed the Persians, and they 
said among themselves, “ the intentions of the King 
towards us are not good ; as his father Baber delivered 
over Nejem Beg into the hands of the Uzbegs, who 
put him to death, he probably means to do us some 
mischief.” They therefore sent off the treasure to 
the distance of twelve coss, and by continued march- 
es delivered it in safety to Shah Tahmasp, who 
was so much gratified by the circumstance, that he 
sent an honorary dress and a rich dagger to his 
Majesty, which were duly received and honoured. 

After the fort had been made over to the Persi- 
ans, the King left the vicinity of Candah ai:. and \ 
encamped for a month at Khuljeh Bagh ; but the 
Persian officers being jealous of the King’s remain- 
ing so long in their neighbourhood, took measures 
to prevent our camp being supplied with provisions. 

i6 
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On hearing of this circumstance, bis Majesty 
called a council of his officers to deliberate on what 
measures were best to be taken. The council were 
of opinion, tliat the first object was to procure a 
supply of horses to mount our men ; and as it was 
known that the Persian garrison of Candahar had 
^old their horses to some mercliants who were 
encamped wuth them outside the walls of the fort, it 
would be advisable to seize them. In consequence 
of this advice the King, preceded by several 
officers, returned by a forced march to Candahar, 
seized seventeen hundred horses, and immediately 
returned to his camp, which he reached at 
midnight- 

The next morning he had all the horses brought 
out, and marked with the royal stamp ; after which 
he called for tlie merchants, and gave them his bond 
to repay the price the first opportunity. He then 
J selected one hundred and fifty horses for the Princes 
Hindal and Yadgar Myr^a, and divided the remainder 
among the troops, according to their respective 
ranks. 


CHAPTER XVIH. 

Account of the death of the Persian Prince^ of the recapture 
of Candahar^ and of the Ktn^s jeumey to Kabul. A. 
952 ^^ D 1545 

After the division of the horses, the King was 
making preparation to march towards Kabul, when 
private information was brought to him that the 
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young* Persian Prince'* had died in Candaliar. He 
immediately called a council of his chiefs, when it 
was resolved to endeavour to recover that fortress. 
The King asked how it could possibly be done ? 
Hajy Muhammed Khan Kuky replied, “ leave the 
business to me, and I will engage to do it.” The 
King having agreed, gave him his blessing. The 
Hajy then marched with a select body of troops at 
midnight ; and having arrived at Candahar, just as 
they were opening the gates of the town in the 
morning,, took the Persians by surprise and entered 
the place ; but the general, Bedagh. Khan, took 
refuge in the citadel. 

When the King arrived within a few miles of 
Gandahar he was met by a- servant of Hajy 
Muhammed,. who informed him of his master’s 
success, and congratulated his Majesty on the cap- 
ture of the town. On entering the city the King 
took up his residence in the- Akshai bastion, and 
sent a message to the Persian general, asking him 
why he had endeavoured to conceal the death of the 
young prince that his father had given the boy to 
him.; that he considered the boy as his own son, 
and had he been informed; should immediately have 
come to perform- the funeral ceremonies : he added, 
“ I will not allow you to go out of the gate, nor 
wUl I permit yon to visit me, as I fear my Moghuls 
may injure you ; but you may go away unmolested 
on my part.” In consequence of this hint, Bedagh 
Khan, during the night, had’ part of the wall at the 
back of the fort thrown down, and marched quietly 
off. ' 

* The Author does not give the name ; but iij Dow's History 
of Hindustan he is called Murad. 
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'Ihe K)j)g thui divj (ltd tilt district of Ca^dalnr 
among lus principal oflicers , but as tlie Persians had 
collected the revenues for the Rubb) or spring 
quirlcr, lie permitted them to take only the reraain- 
ing three quarters, uith nhich they uere satisfied 

After this he sent tli^e Begum with all her 
attend lilts into the fort, which he left under charge 
of Byram Kh'ln, and then proceeded towards Kabul 

During the course of the journey to Kabul, his 
Majesty received letters from several of the chiefs 
of Kimran Slyrza, expressing tlieir loyalty, and 
encouraging him to proceed When we reached the 
town of Tyry, which is situated in the Hezareh 
mountains, and was the Jagyr of A leg Myrza, the 
Prince Hindal and Terdy Beg came and paid their 
respects to his Majesty 

At this phee information was brought that the 
Pnnee Kamnn had marched ,froin Kabul, and had 
taken possession of the passes on hearing this, the 
King ordered the troops to put on their armour, 
and proceeded towards Kabul It was shortly after 
reporied that Casim Berlas, the Prince’s general, 
had idvanced as fir as the pass of the Ass ( Hemar) 
with the intention of giving battle , on ivlnch his 
Mijesty ordered Hajy Muhanimed to advance with 
a considerable force and disperse the rebels The 
royal troops having reached tlie afoiesaid pass, 
attacked the rebels with such vigour, that they 
in a short time took to flight, and, by the blessing of 
God, lus Majesty obtained a complete victory The 
King then advanced to the pass, and was congra- 
tulated by all the officers on lus success 

'Vbout tins time several of the chiefs interceded 
with lus M ijesty to pardon the Prince Kainran. 
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ilie Kinj:^ replied, “let us go on, and see how 
matters are likely to end ; I will then decide he 
then ordered the drum of march to be beaten, and 
proceeded o-n his journey. During this time Allah 
Kuly waited on his Majesty, and,, in tears, represent- 
ed that his father, Hyder Sultan, had been called 
to the Divine mercy. On hearing this the King 
embraced him, and said, “ Please God, 1 will in 
future be vour father, and will take care of you ; be 
not alllicted, but act as a man.” With this con- 
solation the young man returned home. The King 
then continued his march to Khoujeh Bastan, which 
was three-. GOSS beyond the place where the battle 
had occurred. 

At this place he was met by two holy men, who 
said they were come to make peace between the 
. King and his brother. On hearing this his Majesty 
alighted, and embraced them in the most affectionate 
manner ; he afterwards joined them in the morning 
prayers, and then civilly dismissed them. On 
departing, they said, “ we are most an.vious to effect 
a peace j if the Prince Kamran will attend to onr 
advice, we will return^by mid-day ; but if we do not 
return, your Majesty will act as you think proper.” 
The holy men could not prevail on the Prince to 
submit, and therefore returned to Kabul ; so that 
when the prescribed time had elapsed without their 
appearance, his Majesty ordered Rosheng, the 
keeper of the wardrobe, to go with the following 
message to his brother, “ We are travellers, you are 
resident ; if you will wait on us, it will be according 
to rule ; but ifmot, we will come to you.” Rosheng 
was graciously received by the Prince, and delivered 
the message word for word ; but as the Myrza was 



120 


MEMOIRS OP HUMWUH, 


then performing his ablutions, he merely said, “ that 
he was coming,” 

Rosheng however discovered that the followers 
of Kamran were m a very perturbed state, and that 
many of them were making their escape to Kabul , 
he, tlierefore, came away without waiting to take 
leave, and reported all lie Jiad seen to bis Majesty 
On hearing these circumstances, the King ordered 
a body of seven hundred lancers, under the com- 
mand of the Prince Hindal, to advance , and seizing 
a spear in his own hand, rode on in the midst of 
them After a short time he was met by a deputa- 
tion of Kamran's chiefs, who came to beg forgive- 
ness, offer tlieir services 


CHAPTER XIX 


Account of the flight cf KamYan M;^rza towards Bhiker^ ihe 
iaktttg of Kahul^ and of the war between his Majesty and 
Sohmatt Mjrsa A H 95 ^ — A D 1545 

"Whilst his Majesty thus advanced in formidable 
array towards Kabul, the Prince Kamran being 
terrified, first retreated to that fortress, and having 
collected all his family, then proceeded towards 
Hindustan 

As soon as the Pnnce had effected his escape, 
Caraja Khan, the governor, waited on the King, and 
requested him to enter the fort, which, although it 
was then night, he did, and alighted at the Diwan, 
Or council room As his Majesty had not eaten 
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any thing the whole day, he was very hungry, and 
sent a message by Vasil, the chamberlain, and my- 
self, to Rayke Begum, widow of the late emperor, 
to request if she had any provisions prepared to send 
him some. 

We went and delivered the message with the 
King's compliments ; the Begum made her ac- 
knowledgements, and immediately gave . us some 
beef broth, and a curry made of the same meat 
with vegetables. Having carried them to the 
council room, the chamberlain spread the table- 
cloth, and laid the supper before his Majesty ; but 
no sooner had he put his spoon into the dishes and 
found that it was heef^ than he drew back his hand, 
and said aloud, “ Oh unfortunate Kamran ! was this 
the mode of your own existence ? and did you feed 
the Asylum of Chastity on the flesh of cows ? what 1, 
could you not afford to keep a few goats for her 

subsistence ? this is not fit food even for the devout 

♦ 

persons who w’ait on the tomb of our father.'*' 
What ! could not we, his four sons, support his 
relict as he did ?” His Majesty then swallowed a 
cup full of Sherbet^ ‘and did not break his fast till 
next day. 

In short, all the officers and chiefs of the Prince 
Kamran waited on his Majesty, and were all received 
in the most gracious njanner ; after which he order- 
ed the town crier to be sent round the city to 
proclaim pardon and safety to all the inhabitants. 
He then made a division of the district in Jagyrs to 
all his chiefs according to their respective ranks. 

• Baber was buried at Kabul, which had been his favourite 
residence . 
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As soon as the Kmg found Imnseif peaceably 
established in I'Labul, he sent a Fit man to Mjrza 
Soliman of Badukhshau,* the contents of uliich 
were, “ I am infonned, tluit in consequence of your 
friendship for me, my brotlier, ICamran, lias caused 
you a great deal of trouble. Now, thank God, the 
posture of affairs is changed , and as I wish to prove 
my affection, I request you will favour me with 
a visit, as I have a longing desire to see yon.” The 
Rlyrza however would not accept this kind invita- 
tion, but wrote back, “ that Kamraii had exacted 
from him a solemn vow', that he would not lisit his 
Majesty till he lirs^ had a battle with him.” 

As the King was then employed in preparation 
for the circumcision of his son, ^luhamnied Akber, 
he at that time took no notice of this insult, but 
ordered Caraja Beg and some other chiefs'to proceed 
to Candahnr, and convoy from thence the Queen, 
Hemyd Banu Begum, that she might be present 
on this joyful occasion During this time his 
Majesty employed himself in sporting on the river 
Baran,t and on Ins return encamped in a large 
garden called Suict AVm//e, < where grand prepara- 
tions had been made for this indispensable cere- 
mony The Queen having arrived, the royal throne 
v\as raised, and a number of stools were placed 
near it for the Princes and Nobility. The King 
then mounted the throne, ‘and all the grandees^ 
v\ere seated according to their respective ranks. 
The Prince Akber was then brought in, and cir- 
cumcised according to the Mussulman law ; after 

•He was either a descendant oEJengjz Khan or of Timur 

f The n\er Bann is described by Biber, in his Memoir* as 
abounding t\ith fish and all hinds of wild fowl, page i->3 
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which dresses of honour were conferred on all the 
chiefs, and a sumptuous entertainment was given 
to them and all their attendants. 

The King soon after found himself at leisure to 
think of Myrza Soliman’s affair : in consequence of 
-which he appointed Myr Muhammed Aly to be 
governor of Kabul, and marched out to the fort of 
Zuffer, where he mustered his forces, and thence 
proceeded to Anderab. The Myrza Soliman having 
at the same time advanced, the contending armies 
met at the village of Tyrgerdn, and a battle took 
place ; but, through the Divine favour, we gained 
the victory, and the Myrza was compelled to 
flee. 

After this event his Majesty marched to Keshem, 
where he remained for three months. Immediately 
on quitting Keshem he was taken ill, and was for 
one day in so dangerous a state that he was in- 
sensible, and several of the chiefs prepared to 
desert. During' this time Caraja Khan fearing a 
rebellion, confined the Prince Askery in his house. 
But the Queen, although greatly distressed, person- 
ally attended the King, and having squeezed some 
pomegranates, poured the juice into his mouth, 
which, through the grace of God, restored him to 
his senses : he then opened his eyes, and asked the 
Queen what was the state of affairs ; she told him, 
that every body was in the greatest anxiety and 
■perturbation. He therefore sent for Caraja 'Khan, 
and said to him, “ I feel much better ; go and com- 
fort my people.” On this the Khan came out, and 
informed the chiefs that his Majesty was again quite 
sensible. In a few days the King recovered, and 
returned to the fort of Zuffer, whence he despatched 
17 
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Mehter Vasil, and some other officers, to bring from 
Kabul the tents and arms requisite for marching 
into Hindustan. 


CHAPTER XX 

Acmml rf the return of the Prince Kavttanfrom Bhther,^ and 

^ his retaking Kabul hy iurpnse A H 953 “-^^ ^ 

Whilst the King was encamped at Zuffer, the 
Prince Kamran having made forced marches from 
BhiUer, first took the fort of and put out the 

eyes of the governor , he then took Ghizni, and slew 
Its governor, afterwards he proceeded rapidly to 
Kabul, and having found the governor and other 
officers off their guard, took the place by surpns^ 
and either blinded or put them to death , after which 
he again got possession of the Prince Muhamme 
Akber 

On hearing of these lamei\table events, the King 
made peace with Myrza Soliman, and gave him the 
fort of Zuffer, but Kundez, which was formerly 
included in the district of Zuffer, he separated from 
It, and gave it to the Prince Hindal he then 
encouraged his army, and proceeded towards Kabul 
but several of the chiefs deserted, and joined 
Kamran 

When his Majesty had reached TMican it snowed 
heavily for several days, which compelled him to 
halt at that place for some time, but when the 
weather cleared up he again marched, and having 
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arrived at Kundez, was hospitably entertained by 
the Prince HindaL 

At this time Caraja Khan represented to his 
Majesty, that, in consequence of the desertion of the 
chiefs, many of the soldiers were wavering in their 
minds, and that it was requisite to encourage them. 
His Majesty therefore went amongst the men, spoke 
kindly to them, and held out hopes to them of better 
days; and even I, humble servant ^ successfully 

used my influence with some of the soldiers. 

In short, the King having taken the route of the 
Chehar der ( four gates ), proceeded towards Kabul : 
it was then the depth of winter, and such a quantity 
of snow had fallen that the roads were quite blocked 
up ; we were therefore obliged to ram the snow well 
down ; after which the horses -and camels were 
enabled to move on. When we reached the' station 
of Charehkaran, news arrived that the Prince Kamran 
was resolved to risk the consequences of another 
engagement ; we therefore marched on to Ama 
Khuatiin. Here the men were ordered to put on 
their armour, and we advanced in battle array 
till we came to Awtt Chalak. Here his' Majesty 
alighted, and having finished his ablutions and 
prayers, performed some of the ceremonies used in 
discovering omens, which he found to be auspicious ; 
he, therefore, again mounted his horse, and advanced. 
When we reached the villages of the Afghans, 
Shyr Afgun made his appearance at the head of the 
advance guard of the rebels, and was immediately 
attacked by a detachment under the command of the 
Prince Hindal. Whilst the two parties were warmly 
engaged, his Majesty, perceiving that the. young 
•Prince was nearly left alone, was about to proceed 
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in person to his assistance ; but Caraja Khan 
requested that his Majesty ivould keep in the rear, 
and allowed him to attack the enemy ; the King 
consented ; and Caraja having charged the rebels, 
engaged in single combat with Sbyr Afgun; three 
cuts had been guen on either side, when the rebel 
chief making a violent lunge at his assailant, fell 
from his horse , Caraja then rode over him, took biro 
prisoner, and brought him to his Majesty, who gave 
orders that he should be taken care of ; but Caraja 
represented that the prisoner was a deserter and a 
rebel, and, therefore, ought to be put to death in 
consequence of this remonstrance he was beheaded, 
and the rest of bis psrty fled. The King then 
lauded Prince Hindal, and thanked the soldiers. 

Shortly after this event information was brought 
that the Prince Kamran was again endeavounng 
to escape from Kabul ; his Majesty, therefore, gave 
orders that small parties should be placed on every 
side of the fort to prevent his egress ; spies were 
also sent into the town to obtain intelligence. The 
King then went and alighted at the tent of Caraja 
Khan, when mutual tokens' of friendship were 
exchanged. 

At this time the Pnnce Kamran sent a message 
to Caraja, “that he wished to speak to him ; and 
that if he did not come, he should put his son, 
Sirdar Beg, to death.’’ Caraja represented the 
circumstance to the King, who said, “if he does, 
I will be your son to which the other replied, “I 
consider each hair of your Majesty’s head worth the 
life of a son ’’ 

The next morning, as soon as the sun rose, the 
King placed his troops all round the fort, and took 
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post himself at the Eagle’s Mount ( Kuh Akabyn ), 
whence he had a good view of the fortress, after 
which he ordered the great guns to be opened 
against it but Kamran having threatened to expose 
the young Prince Akber to the fire of the cannon,- 
his Majesty forbade their being used, but directed 
the troops to preserve a strict blockade. 


Note . — The long contest between the King and Prince- 
Kamran is very tiresome ; but as it led to a horrid catastrophe 
it cannot be properly abridged. ^ 


CHAPTER XXI. 

Account of the escape of the Prince Kamran from Kabul, and of 
his Majesty again taking possession oj it, with other occtirrences 
of the time. A. H. 954.—'^. D. 1547. 

After the fortress of Kabul had been besieged 
in this manner for thret months, the Prince Kamran, 
taking the advantage of a dark night, effected his- 
escape, and took the route of Zufier. The King 
then gained possession of Kabul, but sent the Prince 
Hindal in pursuit of his brother : he shortly came 
up with the refugee, and was astonished to find him 
mounted oii the back of a 7na7i \* he was about to 

* It is related by Foster, or some other writer, that through 
the province of Cashmire this is not an uncommon mode of 
travelling. The porters are very strong, and have small chairs 
fitted to their knots or pads ; it is said that a porter of Bussora 
will carry a pipe of .wine on his back. 
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seize Kamran, who cried out, “ if you make me your 
prisoner the King will certainly take my life, and 
what will you gain by that? ' The Prince was much 
aflfected at seeing Ins brotlier in that deplorable situa- 
tion, presented him with a horse, and turned back. 

The King, having been much incensed against the 
inhabitants of Kabul for allowing themselves to be 
surprised by the rebels, permitted bis troops’ to 
plunder them for a whole niglit , after which a cner 
was sent round the town to order them to desist, and 
that any person found plundering after that hour 
should be punished 

The Prince Kamran having arrived at Zuffer, 
attempted to take it, but was repulsed by Soliman , 
he therefore went and took refuge with the Uzbegs, 
who having assisted him with troops, he returned and 
laid siege to Kundez, now garnsoned by the Pnnce 
Hindal , but having written a note to Hindal, which 
fell into the hands of the Uzbegs, they suspected a 
collusion between the brothers, and effected their 
retreat , thus Kamran succeeded in getting posses- 
sion of Talican and Zuffer 

About this time an unfortunate difference took 
place between his Majesty and Caraja Khan, the 
circumstances of which were nearly these one day 
Caraja having urged the King to confer ten Tiivtans 
( the trifling sum of ten pounds ) on a certain officer, 
his Majesty consented , in consequence of which 
Caraja wrote the Perwaneh ( order ) on the treas 
iiry , but when it was presented, the Diwan^ Kuajeh 
Ghazy, refused payment, and represented to the 
King, “ that as he was answerable for the expenses 
of the army, he, therefore, could not allow any 
other person to intertere * The officer having earned 
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back the PerwamJi to Caraja, the latter remonstrat- 
ed with the King, who not taking any notice of the 
affair, a coolness ensued between them, and Caraja 
endeavoured to seduce several other chiefs to 
.desert with -him to the Prince Kamran.* His 
Majesty having received a hint of these circumstances, 
and being very desirous of a reconciliation, ordered 
his son Akher to go to Caraja and the other chiefs 
to make friends of them, and bring them back with 
him ; but the eunuch. Amber, represented that such 
a mission for the Prince would be derogatory to the 
royal dignity, and, perhaps, that they might seize 
the boy as a hostage. The King, therefore, sent a 
message by another person to Caraja, requesting 
him to overlook what had passed, and to feel assured 
that he had the greatest regard for him. Caraja 
replied, “if such is the case, let him deliver over 
the Diwan to me, that I may take satisfaction.” The 
King sent back another message to him, saying, 
“ you are my vizier and deputy ; the Diwan is under 
your controul, and on some other opportunity you 
. can call him to apcount.” Caraja would not be 
I reconciled ; but, having persuaded two other chiefs 
I and a party of Moghuls to accompany him, marched 
I off in full armour. 

When intelligence of this unlucky affair was 
brought to the King, he ordered out a party of 
cavalry, and pursued the deserters in person : he 
came up with them at a place called Ashter Keram^ 
when a skirmish took place ; but Caraja soon fled, 
and joined the Prince Kamran ; on which his 
Majesty returned to Kabul. 

* Humayun seems to have been similarly placed with regard 
to his chiefs as Mary Queen of Scots was. 

J 
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He then sent a message to Jleba Sultan Mym 
(probably a cousin of the late emperor) to ask* his 
advice. The Myrza replied, “ Kamran * is now 
puffed up with pride by the junction of Caraja and 
the other chiefs ; but whichever of you first pass, 
the mountain of Hindu Kush will be successful." ^ 
The King immediately said, “Pride must have a 
fall; if It please God, I will first cross the mountain, 
and be victorious." He then offered up prayfers for ( 
his success, and on Tuesday having mounted, he , 
proceeded to the station of Aurct Jalak^ and des- 
patched a messenger to Gluzneh to summon Hajy 
Muhammed Keshky to join him ; who, contrary to 
the wishes of the other disaffected chiefs, waited 
on his Majesty. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

The Kin^ seeks far art auspicious ornert, and in consequence lays 
siege to the fori of Tahean^ &c. A, H. 955. — A. D. 1548, 

was the custom of his Majesty always to keep 
a Cock in the Ewry^ for the purpose of awaking the 
servants early in the morning : it was a beautiful 
white bird, and the King used frequently to feed it 
with ratsins • one day, while his Majesty was stand- 
ing in the E'wry, he said. to himself, “if it is the will 
of fortune to favour me, the cock will mount upon my 
shoulder, and evince his delight in an instant the 
bird flew on the king’s shoulder, and began to crow ; 
on which his Majesty was much pleased, took the 
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cock in his. luuicls, and put a silver ring on its 
neck. 

The ne.Yt day we marched to Cara Bag, 
thence to Kerani, thence to Gul Behar, thence 
to Penj sheher, * which is situated in a delightful 
valley, abounding with all kinds of luxuries, the 
inhabitants of which are nearly connected with the 
unbelievers, who wear black clothes ( Syahposhan ) ; 
but it is considered as a dependency upon Kabul. 
From this place we again marched, and entered the 
mountains called Hindu Kush (the Hindu slayer); 
the next day we got through the pass, and encamped 
on the banks of the river Bengy. 

At this place a messenger arrived from the 
Prince Hindal, bringing a letter and a present of 
some fine melons. The next day we marched after 
morning prayer, and continued our journey till after 
sun-set, when intelligence was brought that the 
Prince Hindal was ai'rived. The Prince vvas about 
to dismount to pay his respects, but the King 
requested he would not take the trouble ; in short, 
they embraced on horseback, and the King spoke to 
him in the most affectionate manner. During their 
discourse his Majesty enquired what was become of 
their brother Kamran, and the other insurgents ? the 
Prince replied, “ that they were in possession of the 
fort of Zuffer.” After travelling a great part of the 
night, we halted on the bank of the river Helcana. 

During the next day, the Prince Kamran, having 
made a forced march of fifty miles from Zuffer, 
arrived, when a^watch of the night had passed, in 
front of our encampment, where he drew up in battle 

•See Rennell’s Map of the places between Delhi and 
Candahar. 

i8 
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array As soon as the day broke, the King ordered 
his troops to form into line, and oppose the 
enemy 

When Kamran saw our army drawn out, he 
made a violent charge, but was strenuously opposed 
by Hajy Muhamnied Khan, 'i\ho \\as posted on the 
left of the King, but who i\as obliged to give away 
I have heard that on that occasion the Prince 
Kamran ivith his own hand clove the skull of one 
of the Hajy s followers from the top of his head to 
the nose , m short, that division i\as routed, and 
Kamran s followers having obtained much booty, 
retired with it to the fort of Talican, of which they 
had previously gained possession On hearing of 
tins event, his Btajesty enquired what they had done 
Avith the library, and was informed that it was quite 
safe 

In short, after the rout of our left division, the 
King, having ordered his own standard to be 
unfurled, and the kettle drums to be beaten, ad- 
vanced in person against Kamran, who being thereby 
terrified, made his retreat to Talican His Majesty, 
then advanced close under thp walls of the fort, 
and gave orders to put to death every follower of 
Kamran that should be taken prisoner , but after 
several of them had been killed, he had compassion 
on the remainder, and let them go 

The King then encamped in a grove at a short 
distance from the fort, and wrote the following note 
^ to the Prince “ Oh, my unkind brother, what are 
“you doing? every murder that is committed on 
“ either side, you will be ans'vWrable for at the Day 
of Judgement come, and make peace, that mankind 
“may be no longer oppressed by our contest ' He 
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then called a messenger, named Nesyb, the astrolog- 
er, and told him to carry the note to the Prince 
Kamran. When the messenger came to the fort, 
and told his errand, he was allowed to enter, and he 
delivered the note. After the Prince had read it, 
he remained silent ; on which Nesyb requested an 
answer : the Prince then repeated the following 
well known verse ; 

“He shall obtain the bride of the kingdom who 
embraces her across tlie edge of the sharp sword.” 

Nesyb then made his obeisance, came away, and 
reported the circumstance to his Majesty. 

The King then gave orders to station the troops 
round the fort, and to erect batteries at several 
places, and on this occasion ordered me ( the author ) 
to erect one of them before he returned to that spot. 
His Majesty was employed the whole night in fixing 
the batteries, after which he gave orders for the 
guns to be mounted. For nearly two months a fire 
was kept up against the fortress ; at length Kamran 
being reduced to great extremities, made it known* 
that if the King would send his Almoner into the 
fort, he might there* proclaim him as the rightful 
sovereign. 

O 4 

In consequence of this information, on the first 
Friday, Mulana Abdal Baky, the Suddey^ went into 
the fort, and read the Khutbeh in his Majesty’s 
name. 

On the following day Caraja Khan, and the other 
chiefs who had deserted, came with quivers, 
and swords tied about their necks, and threw them-, 
selves at his Majesty’s feet, who was pleased to 
pardon them. On that night the Prince Kamran 
made, his escape from the fori,, and halted on the 
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bank of the river Bengy. Here he was attacked b) 
the troops of Myrza Ibrahim Hussyn, son of Soliman 
King of Badukjjshai), and taken prisoner. Or 
hearing tins circumstance, his Majesty sent an agen 
to Hussyn to demand his prisoner , he also sent ai 
honorary dress and several presents to Kamran, al 
of which he respectfully received ; and having pu 
J on the dress, agreed to wait on the King, who ii 
the mean time took possession of Talican, 


CHAPTER XXIII. 

Of the armal of (he Prince Kamran, the division of the countrf, 
and of the Kin^ s return to Kabul A H 935 — A D 1548 

When the King was informed of the intentions 
^of Kamran he was much pleased, and'gave orders 
that the chains should be taken off JMyr za A skery, 
who had remained in confinement since the indis- 
position of his Majesty When the Prince Kamran 
approached, orders were given to alk the chiefs to 
go out and meet him , tents were also pitched for 
his reception, and the bands of music stationedat the 
proper places to give notice of his arrival. On bis 
first entering the camp, he was earned to the tent of 
Prince Hindal , but without giving him time to sit 
down, he was informed he might proceed to the tent 
of audience, as the King was ready to receive him. 
As soon as he stepped on the carpet of the royal 
pavilion, he took a handkerchief from one of the 
attendants and lied it round his own neck (as an 
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acknowledgement of his crimes ) ; his Majesty, on 
f -eeing this, said, “ oh my dear brother, there is no 
. .ecessity for this, throw oflf the handkerchief.” 
The Prince then made three salutations, after which 
the King embraced him, and caused him to sit down 
on his right hand. After he had made some excuses 
the King arose, and said, “ what has taken place was 
a ceremonious meeting, now let us meet as 
brothers they then reciprocally embraced each 
other : upon which the trumpets sounded, and the 
whole assembly were much delighted ; a cup of 
sherbet was then brought, half of which was drank 
by the King, the other half by the Prince ; they 
then entered into familiar conversation. After which 
the Princes Hindal and Askery were seated on the 
same carpet with them, and the four brothers eat 
('sa/t together ;* they then offered up prayers for his 
Majesty’s prosperity. The feast was prolonged for 
two days, which were passed in every kind of 
rejoicing. • 

On the following day the King marched from 
Talican, with his three brothers, to the fountains of 
Ashek Meshek, wher«e they remaind for a week ; 
during which time the king made a division of the 
country between thqjn and the other chiefs. The 
districts of Kulab he assigned to the Princes 
Kamran and Askery, burthened with a pension to 
Chaker Beg, one of the generals of Kamran. The 
forts of Talican and Zuffer, with their depen- 
dencies, were given to Myrza Soliman, and that 
of Candahar to the Prince Hindal. After this 
division they all took the vow of fealty, and 

•This w^s- considered as a renewal of their vows of 
friendship. 
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\>ere disnnssed to theit respective governments; 
and the king, having fust taken the fort of Punan, 
which belonged to the Syaliposhans^ gave it in 
charge of Mnlk Aly, and then returned to Kabul 

Some time after this it \vas reported to the king 
that a dispute Ind taken place between the Prince 
Kamran and Chaker Beg , that the former had left 
the country of Kulab,* but bad previously inflicted a 
severe chastisement on the latter In consequence 
of this information, his Majesty sent Myr?a Shah 
Sultan to reprimand Chaker Beg, but forwarded a 
letter to the Prince, inviting him to come to Kabul, 
and that he would bestow on him a more valuable 
district The Myrja went and delivered the letter, 
but the Prince said, “ I have now abandoned the 
affairs of this world, and have no wish for any 
further employment m It Although this was his 
verbal answer, his heart was still full of deceit, and 
he meditated some other schemes 

The King, ignorant of his brothers plans, 
resolved upon conquering the province of Balkb, 
with an intention of making it over to Kamran 
With this view he marched, accompanied by the 
Prince Hindal, Myrza Soliman, and a number of 
other chiefs to\vards Balkh, ^expecting that his 
brother would join him on the route, but in this 
hope he was disappointed 

When the army reached the fort of Aybeky 
which was garrisoned by the troops of Pyr Khan, 
the Uzbeg chiefs, the king laid siege to it, in a fow 
days took it , and having found there the family of 
the Prince Kamran, sent them to Kabul of the 

* There IS «.to\sn called T tlab mentioned m Baber s Memoirs, 
which I suspect IS the sime place 
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Uzbeg prisoners, some he released, and some of 
them he kept in the camp ; one of the chiefs, named 
Atabeg Beg, he took into his own service, who. 
strongly advised him not to proceed against 
Balkh, as he would thereby rouse the whole tribe 
of Uzbegs against him ; but the king would not 
listen to his advice, and marched on. When the 
army arrived in the neighbourhood of Balkh, some 
of the Uzbegs came out of the fort, and engaged us, • 
but in a short time were driven back. On this 
occasion the Prince Hindal followed them as far as 
the stone bridge, and sent a message to his Majesty, 
“ that if he would support him, they might their 
take the city by storm but the king refused, 
saying, “ he would attack the place next inorning.” 

During the night intelligence was brought that 
the faithless Kamran had made a sudden march 
with an intention of again surprising Kabill. Oh 
hearing of this news,' the chiefs and soldiers, whose 
families had been left in that fortress, were quite 
dismayed, which circumstance compelled the king 
to retreat in great haste ; and being pursued by the 
Uzbegs, were thrown into great disorder, and 
the troops suffered exceedingly, but reached Kabul 
in time to avert Kamrari’s evil intentions.* 

• 

* Here follows a long anecdote of Sultan Miihanime'd' 
Ghiznevy, to* evince the fickleness* of fortune, but it is omitted 
in the Translation. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 


BaitU of Kipchai, in uhch the Kwg vras set ere Ij uounded. 

A. // 957 -— -'J 1550- 

' The King having again entered the city of 
Kabul remained there for three months, when 
intelligence was brought to him that the Prince 
Kamran was still wandering about the country with 
bad intentions. His Majesty therefore having 
collected a few of his troops marched from Kabul. 
On the first day he halted at Cara Bag ; the next 
he proceeded to Charehkaran, and on the third 
reached the bank of the river Baran . he continued 
his march to the pass of Kipchak, and came to a 
river, over which he swam his horse. On this 
occasion not one of the chiefs followed him, but 
went up the bank till they found a ford; on which 
his Majesty, being angry, said, “ Oh ye blockheads I 
when Shah Ismael of Persia threw 'his handkerchief 
down a precipice, twelve thousand of his followers 
immediately precipitated themselves after it, and 
were dashed to pieces . you have allowed me your 
king, to pass the river alone, and not a single 
soldier has followed me ; what good can I ^ expect 
from such troops?” 

The king then consulted with Caraja Khan 
what was next to be done : the Khan replied, 
“ there are several passes in this part of the country ; 

I advise your Majesty to secure them, by which 
means we may seize the Prince Kamran, and put an* 
end to all further commotion and disturbance.” 

In consequence of this advice the king sent oflf 
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Hajy Muhammed, his foster brother, with a division 
of the army to secure the pass of Syrtiin^ while he 
with the remainder of the troops crossed the pass of 
Kipchak, and encamped about a coss on the other 
side of it. 

While in this situation, intelligence was brought 
that the Prince Kamran was iii the rear of his 
Majesty, and was forcing the pass. On this the 
King re-entered the pass, and in a few honrs was 
opposed by the ‘ Prince : in a short time several of 
the loyal chiefs were cut down ; the horse of 
Muhammed Amyn was also rendered unserviceable ; 
but the King presented him with one of his own led 
horses, and said to him, “ as I know your father is 
one of Kamran’s confidential followers, you had 
better go and join him Amyn replied, “ I care not 
for my father ; I will never quit your Majesty." 

About this time one of the scoundrels of the 
enemy approached the King, and struck him on 
the head with his sword, and was about to repeat 
the blow, when his Majesty looking at him, said, 
“you wretch\ how dare you?’’ upon which the 
fellow desisted, and some other officers coming up, 
led the King out of the battle ; but he was so 
severely wounded, that he became weak from loss of 
blood, and therefore threw off his Jubba^ * and gave 
it in charge of an Abyssinian servant ; but the ser- 
vant being obliged to make his escape from the 
battle, threw away the Jubba^ which having been 
found by some of Kamran’s followers, it was brought 
to the Prince, who immediately proclaimed that the 
King was killed. 

■* A coat, made of very strong quilted silk or cotton, used as 
armour : it will turn the sharpest swordj or a spent ball. • 

19 j 
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At this time there only remained with his 
Majesty eleven persons, including servants, and the 
author of these pages We therefore took him out of 
the battle , and as his own horse was unquiet, we 
mounted him on a small ambling steed, two of the 
chiefs supporting him on either side, and endea- 
vouring to console him by anecdotes of former 
Pnnces who had suffered similar adversity, and en- 
couraged him to exert himself, as it was probable 
the enemy might pursue him On hearing this, he 
resumed his fortitude, and proceeded towards the 
pass of Syr tun * On the march w e were joined by 
some of the chiefs, and at nightfall reached the en- 
trance of Syrtun As it was then very cold, and his 
Majesty sulfered much from weakness, a sheep skm 
cloak was brought and put on him 

In the morning we reached the top of the pass ; 
and as it was then getting warm, the King dismount- 
ed on the bank of the river, performed'his ablutions, 
and washed his wound , but as there was no carpet 
for prayer to be found, the humble servant, 
brought the cover of a stool of scarlet cloth, and 
spread it for his Majesty, who knelt thereon, and 
performed his devotions, and sat down facing the 
Ktblek { Mecca ) 

While m this situation Sultan Muliammed came 
up, and having made his salutation, "walked round 
the king, and said, " he was willing to offer his own 
life for the preservation of his Majesty’s ' 

The king then enquired if he had any news of 
the other division of the army ? he replied, “ that 
Hajy Muhammed, with his division, was coming, 

* It IS m the \icmity of Baruun, or Alexandria 
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and would very shortly join him : jiist as his Majesty 
had again mounted his horse the Hajy arrived, 
followed by three hundred well equipped cavalry, 
had the honour of paying his respects, and of con- 
gratulating the king on his narrow escape. 

The king was at this time suspicious of Sultan 
Miihammed and some other chiefs; he therefore 
resolved upon returning to Kabul. After riding for 
some time, we arrived at Zohakmaran ; his Majesty 
then dismounted under a tree, and calling for pen 
and ink, he wrote a letter to his kimily, explaining 
the circumstances of the battle, and his fortunate 
' escape : several of the followers also wrote to their 
families. He then sent off the letters by Hajy 
Jluhanimed and Shah Muhammed, with orders that 
as soon as they had delivered them at Kabul, they 
should proceed to Ghizneh, and secure that fortress, 
against the attacks of the Prince Kamran. 

Having despatched these officers, the king again; 
mounted, and rode on to Purwan, where he alighted. 
At this place the only tent that could be procured 
was a small ( canopy ), sufficient only to 

skreen one person ; under this his Majesty lay down 
and slept. In the morning the author of these pages 
awoke his Majesty, and told him it was the hour of 
morning prayer. Pie said, “my boy, as I am so 
severely wounded, I cannot bear to purify myself 
with cold water I represented that I had got 
some warm water ready for him : he then arose, 
performed his ablutions, and said his prayers. He 
afterwards- mounted his horse, but had not ridden ' 
far when he complained that the clotted blood on 
his clothes hurt him, and asked of the servants if 
• they had no Jameh ( coat ) they could lend him : 


142 


Mfc,M01t?S OF HOMAVUN. 


Behader Khan replied, “ he had a Jameh, but it was 
one his Majesty had discarded and given to him, 
and he had worn it the king said, “ never mind 
that, bring it he then put it on, and gave the dress 
which was stained with blood to his humble servant 
Jouher, the Aftabchy^ and said, “ take care of this 
dress, and only wear it on holy days " 

From Purwan we proceeded to J^ehemrKdyVfhtxQ 
Taher Muhaninied had the honour of paying his 
respects , he had pitched an old tent for the king, 
and had prepared an entertainment for him ; but 
the blockhead did not bring any present, not 
even a spare dress His ^lajesty ordered his 
followers to partake of the 'dinner, but went himself 
to the edge of a fountain, where they pitched an 
old tent, grimed with smoke and soot, for him ; 
but as there was no necessary tent, the humble 
servant went and procured two hurdles, winch he 
fix:ed up as a pnvy At this time an old woman 
came and offered his Majesty a pair of stik trowsers^ 
he Said, “although these are not proper for a man 
ter wear, yet, as my own are defiled with blood, I will 
■ put them on ’ He then enquiied what the woman ^ 
bad for her support , and on being informed, wrote 
an order to the Collector not to demand any tribute 
from her in future 

intelligence was now brought that a caravan 
of three hundred horses had arnved , Che king there- 
fore ordered two of the chiefs to bring the horses to 
him to look at they went and returned, saying, 
‘“there were seventeen hundred more horses come 
his Majesty said, “ 1 will go and settle the business 
myself ’ he then mounted, and having given, 
orders to secure the end of the pass, which prevented 
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give my comphuients to BSsal Alenky^ and tell him, 
when I come back tins nay to nait on me ’ 

About mid day Ins Majesty said to Ha}y Mubam 
med, Ins foster brother, " as we liave a number of 
spare horses with us, I wish you to search for a 
ford , go, ^nd when >ou have found it, return and 
take me with you The aforesaid person went, 
and having found a ford, sent a message by his ser- 
vant that he had done so^ then crossed the river, 
and requested the king to follow , but as he did not 
return himself as he was ordered, Ins Majesty began 
to suspect that he also had deserted he, however, 
mounted his horse, and seeing me, made a signal 
for me to follow him , after which we were joined 
by Allah Kuly Khan Nearly a wa^ch of the night 
had passed when we crossed the river, and were 
there met by Hajy Muhammed, and the remainder 
of the night was spent in conversation 


CHAPTER XXV 

Account of Myrza Kat iran again getti ig posssessiou of Katnl an£ 
of the yo tng Akher A H — A D 

The next morning the king, having mounted his 
horse rode to Anha Kheuja here the Prince Hindal 
also arrived, paid Ins respects, and offered to the 
King all the insignia of nobility which he used, 
after which we again marched, and reached the 
fort of Anderab, where the king fixed Ins residence 
W t must now return to the affairs of the Prince 
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Kamran, who after the battle encamped at Charke- 
ran ; the next morning he made a long march, and 
appeared before Kabul. It must be recollected 
that when his Majesty left Kabul he bestowed the 
government on Casiin Aly, who had formerly been 
a servant of Kamran’s ; but, notwitJistanding this 
circumstance, he for some time refused to give up 
the fortress, till assured by Kamran that the King 
was dead, who in proof thereof produced the Jubba 
or coat of mail ; in cousequehce of which the Prince 
was allowed to tjnter the fort, and again take 
possession of the young Akber. This news was 
brought to the Iving at Anderab, but he was at the 
same time comforted by the junction of Soliman 
jMyrjia, of Badnkhshan, and several other chiefs. 
After remaining a month and twenty days at 
Anderab, intelligence was brought .that th§ Prince 
Kamran had left Kabul, and had entered the 
mountains of Hindu Kush, and was laying the 
country waste. The Icing then determined on 
marching to oppose the rebels ; but he lirst 
assembled all his chiefs, and proposed to them to 
take the oath of aUegiance ; Hajy Muhammed 
Khan said, “ it was also incumbent on his Majesty 
•to take the oath of confederacy the Prince 
Plindal said, “ such a proceeding was highly im- 
proper but the king said, “ if the chiefs wished itj 
he would take the oath to satisfy them.” In short, 
the oaths were ratified on both sides ; and to give 
,the ceremony more solemnity, the king fasted all 
.that day. 

■On Thursday the king marched' from Anderab, 
and encamped on the skirts of the mountain Hindu 
Kush ; the next day he marched to Perijchereh (now 
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Penjsheher), thence to Shutergurden, where be 
found his brother Kamran drawn up to oppose 
him 

The king, anxious to avoid bloodslied, called 
Shah Sultan, and sent him with a message to the 
Prince, saying, ** that the distnct of K ibul was not 
worthy of contending for , let us leave our families 
in the fort, and let us join and invade Hindustan 
through the Lunighanat ’ The Prince was inclined 
to accept these termsj but the scoundrel Caraja dis 
su ided him, saying, “ we will rather be hungxm the 
g ttes of Kabul than give it up ’ Shah Sultan re 
turned with a negative to his proposition, and gave 
information against Caraja 

On this the king called a council of all bis chiefs 
and deliberated on what were the measures most 
proper {o be pursued After the council broke up, 
liib Majesty gave orders that the troops should next 
morning put on their armour, mount their horses, 
and proceed to engage the enemy Myrza Sohnian 
commanded the right wing, and the Prince Hindal 
the left , the advance was led by Hajy Muhammed 
(the kings foster brother } ^ but when the army 
arrived within a short distance of the rebels, Hajy 
Muhammed, who was suspected of intriguing with 
Kamran, objected to engage on that day^ and re 
quested the king to postpone the contest till the 
following one 

His Majesty at first consented to this proposal, 
and gave orders for the army to halt, and encamp , 
but several of the other chiefs came up, and opposed 
this measure, saying, “ the tents were a long way 
in the rear, that the day should not be lost, and we 
ought to engage The king then agreed that, as 
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soon as he had performed his usual prayers, they 
should advance. 

t 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Defeat of the Prince KamraUy and the death of his comisellor 
Caraja Khan. A. H. 958. — A. D. 155 1-2. 

The army of Kamran was drawn up on a'high 
hill ; but his Majesty having ordered his matchlock- 
men to open a fire on them, the scoundrel ( cara- 
bukht ) Caraja made a charge with his cavalry on 
our left wing, and threw them into disorder ; he 
again charged our right wing, when by the decree 
“of the Almighty, the disposer of all events,” a ball 
struck him, and he fell lifeless on the plain : some 
of our soldiers seeing the wretch fall, immediately 
galloped up, cut off his head, and brought it to the 
king, who said, “ it should be hung on the gate of 
Kabul, to make good the words of the traitor.” 
Soon after this the Prince Kamran fled in great 
dismay, and was pursued by the Prince Hindal. 
The Myrza Ibrahim was ordered immediately to 
■proceed* to Kabul, and Myrza Soliman to remain 
with his Majesty ; but the king marched the next 
day,' and on the second day again entered Kabul 
in triumph. But previous to the king’s entering 
the fortress, he was met by the young Prince 
Akber ; his Majesty embraced the child, kissed his 
forehead and eyebrows, returned thanks to the 

Almighty for his favour, and, in fact, renewed 
20 
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the meeting of the Patriarch Jacob his son 

Joseph \ 

After a short time intelhgcnce \\as broufclit that 
the Prince Kaniran ^\as 5>tiII loitering /bctueen 
Kabul and the river Sind, his M ijesty, tiherefore, 
marched in that direction , but ivhen he /arrived at 
Chekry was informed that the Prince Inad taken 
refuge with the Afghan chief, Muharometi Khelyl, 
he, therefore, resolved to push on to the territory of 
that chief On arriving at a place called/ Cheperha, 
fearing the night attacks of the Afgh hns, he ga\e 
orders to erect a redoubt, in order toj defend the 
army against any sudden attack having fixed on 
a spot for the fort, the people were i^mployed m 
erecting it f 

During this interval, while the kirig and his 
brother Hmdal were returning to the tVmp, three 
deer passed by them, one of which was shot by Abu 
al Mualy, the second escaped, but the Prince trans- 
fixed with an arrow the third , it fell on its side, 
raised its large eyes to heaven, and expired the 
attendants were astonished at its motions, and said, 
“ this antelope appears to have laid its complaint 
before the redresser af all wrongs^ may it turn out 
well ' the Prince then proceeded, and jomd his 
Majesty 

The following night the Prince Kamran* induced 
the Afghans to make an attack upon our camp 
the king was in the redoubt , but the Prince Hmdal 
was actually going the rounds of the camp, and 
keeping th® people on the alert, when the assault 
commenced having no other arms but the very bow 
ana arrow with which he had shot the antelope, he 
opposed the enemy ,»but m the furious cJnset of the 
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Afghans he was ,soon cut down, and thus became a 
martyr in defence of his Majesty. 

The Afghans were, however, repelled ; but when 
the affair was over, and his Majesty enquired for 
his brother Hindal, no person had the courage to 
reply. He then mounted the highest place of the 
ground, and called out the name of his brother ; 
but, although surrounded by at least three hundred 
persons, no one answered. He then ordered Abdal 
Vehab to go and search for the Prince ; the messen- 
ger went ; but when returning was shot by one of 
our matchlocic men, who took him for an Afghan ; 
thus by mistake' he was also added to' the number of 
martyrs. After that Abdal Hy was sent, and 
brought back the melancholy intelligence. 

. On hearing it the king instantly retreated to his 
tent, where he was overwhelmed with grief,* but the. 
chiefs endeavoured to console him, by saying that 
the Prince was blessed and happy in having thus 
fallen a martyr in the service of his Majesty, for 
whose long life they joined in offering up’ their 
anxious prayers. From this place we marched, and 
took post in the fort’ of Bysut, but the Afghans 
surrounded us on all sides ; and whenever they 
caught hold of any of the Moghuls, plundered and 
put them to death ; they even reproached us for not 
coming out to fight them. 


CHAPTER XXVI/ 


Account of the (ie^eui of the Afghans — oj the fitghi of Pnnee 
Kamran — of his takiug ecftige xuttk Sultan Adam, the 
Ghuker chief— of hts being given up to the King^ by uhose 
orders he u as blinded A H ^tO~\ —A D 155**3 

After we bad been for some days pent up in the* 
fort, our chiefs began to murmur at our want of 
exertion , on which the Ling ordered out some spies 
to bring intelligence of the situation of the enemy ; 
they returned with information that the Afghan 
chiefs were enjoying themselves with their respective 
clans , that they had no fears from bis Majesty, and 
that they had agreed that the Prince Kamran should 
spend a xveek with each of the clans ( cabyleb ) in 
succession 

On hearing this report, his Tklajesty, i/ie Prtnee 
Akbci^ and the general Abu al ^lualy, perfumed 
their heads, bathed, and said their Friday prayers, to 
be prepared for death , and on the following 
morning, having mounted their horses, they sallied 
out with all their troops on the Afghans, who 
although at least amounting to twelve thousand 
were shortly dispersed, and left an immense number 
of cattle and sheep in our hands, with some of their 
women and children , but the Prince Kamran 
j again made his escape, re-entered Hindustan, and 
( sought refuge with ,SeIim ( son and successor of the 
usurper Shyr, Shah ). 

After this victory the king returned to Kabul, 
made great rejoicings, and bestowed largesses on all 
the chiefs 

The following year (A. H. 962, A D. 1554) bis 
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Majesty meditated the invasion of Hindustan, 
and therefore took measures to secure the fortress . 
of Candahar (against the Persians) previous to 
setting out. ’ About this time the king received 
letters’ from Sultan Adam, chief of the Ghickers, 
stating, “that the Prince Kamran was now in his 
territory, and that if his Majesty would take the 
trouble of coming there, he would give him up.” 

In consequence of this information the King 
immediately marched ; and having entered the 
country of Bungish, first seized and put to death a y 
pretended prophet, who was leading mankind astray 
by teaching them a false religion ; after which he 
proceeded to Dhencut (Deencote of the maps); be 
then crossed the Nilab (Indus), and, after repeated 
marches, entered the territory of Sultan Adam. 
When arrived within ten coss of the residence of 
this chief, he was met by an ambassador, who request- 
ed him to proceed ; he, therefore, about mid-day 
reached Pirhala his Majesty then ordered tents to 
be pitched for the meeting between him and the 
Prince Kamran ; but the ambassador returned, and 
said, “that the Prince insisted upon the king’s 
coming further to meet him.” On hearing this his 
Majesty was surprised, and said, “ after I have 
taken the trouble of coming so far, and have prepar- 
ed accommodation for the interview, it is strange 
that he should delay the visit but to gratify him 
the tents were sent on another stage. At this place 
the' ambassador again returned, and said, “ the 
Prince was not yet satisfied, and requested the king 
would still advance his Majesty ' replied, “ after 
evening prayers I will do so.” 

• See Edinburgh Gazetteer. 
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About this time tlie GIncker chief, Sultan Adam, 
attended by tuo others, cinie and paid their res- 
pects The king said, “Sultan Adam, you have 
taken a long time to perform this ceremony the 
Chief replied, “ I should certainly have’ done m)self 
the honour of uniting on )our Majest} at the Nilab, 
but I had a ^//^^Mii my house, ulioni I could not 
leave (Kami an) , ’ the king replied, “you have 
done right, that uas of more consequence.” 

Sultan Adam again repeated the Pnnee's request 
that the king would move on , his ^tfajesty hesitated 
for some time , but the Chief said, “ the Prince 
Kamran IS mv prisoner , \ou may do as jou like” 
On this the king advanced to the banks of the river 
(Rud Ab), and sat there on a bed or couch After 
about an hour of the night had passed the Prince 
arrived, and advanced with great humility , the 
King, however, received him graciously, and point- 
ed to him to sit down on the bed on his right hand ; 
his Majesty then sat down on the bed also, having 
the young Prince Akber on his left hand ; Sultan 
Adam, Abu al Mualy, and the other chiefs, were 
also seated in due order After some time his 
Majesty called for a water melon, one-third of which 
he himself took, and divided it with his brother , 
another third he gave between Akber and Abu al 
Mualy, and the remaining third between Terdy Beg 
and Sultan Adam After this the Prince Kamrtin 
uiade an apology m the name of several other chiefs 
for not having waited bn the king, but said they 
would do so next morning His Majesty replied, 
“ very well, let them do so but Sultan Adam said, 
“ as your Majesty has taken the trouble of coming 
so far, it will be more respectful for them to wait on 
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you immediately he^ therefore, sent off a messen- 
ger for them ; and the chiefs, having been introduced, 
were graciously received. The king then enquired 
if the tents were all pitched ; and being informed that 
they were, having first distributed to all the 

visitors, he mounted his horse- and rode to the 
encampment. Preparations having been made for an. 
entertainment, and , public singers assembled, the 
whole night was passed in jollity and carousing. 
Early in the morning, the king having said his 
prayers, lay down to rest ; the Pi'ince. Kamran 
retired to his own tent, and did the same. The next 
night was also passed in festivity. 

the following day the King’s officers demand- 
ed of him what he meant to do with the Prince 
Kamran? he replied, “let us first satisfy the Ghicker 
chief, after which I will do whatever is deemed 
proper.’’ 

On the third day a grand entertainment was 
expressly given to Sultan Adam ; he was clothed in . 
• a dress of honour ; the standard, kettle-drums, and 
all other insignia of royalty were conferred upon 
him ; after which he Was graciously dismissed. 

On the next day the business of Myrza Kamran 
was taken into consideration ; and it was resolved in 
the first place to remove all his servants from him. 
Then the king ordered five of his own people, viz. 
Khenjer Beg, Arif Beg, Aly Dust, Sudy Muhammed, 
and his humble servant Jouher, to attend upon the 
Prince ; and he said to me, “ my boy, do you know 
where yqu are sent?” I said, “yes ,• and I know your 
Majesty’s (wishes) he'replied, “your business is to 
take care of the interior of the. tent ; you are desired 
not to sleep for a moment.” In obedience to the 
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kings orders, I u utcd on the Prince about the hour 
of the second pnyer , he asked for a carpet, for the 
purpose of kneeling on I brouglit one, and spread it 
for him In the evening he performed his devo 
lions inside the lent After that, he said, “hoy,* what 
IS your name * 1 replied, “ray name is fouher, he 

asked, “ do you know the art of cliavtpoatug (kha 
demy)? I replied, “yes, a little , I then began to 
cliampoo him He asked, “ how long have you been 
m the king s service ? I replied, ‘ I ha\ e been nine 
teen years in his Majesty s employ , he said, “ you are 
an old servant , I replied, “ yes he then asktd 
me, “if I had ever been in the service of the Prince 
Abkery, I answered, “no he then said, “I have 
fasted six days, during this holy month of Ramzan , 
cm you be niy deputy for the renninder of the 
month , I replied, ‘ I can, but your highness will 
do It yourself , keep up your courage , do not allow 
melancholy anticipations to take possession of your 
heart he then said, ‘ do you think they will kill 
me? I replied “ piinces only understand the 
motives or intentions of princes , but this I am • 
certain of, that no man should commit suicide , aud 
I know that his Majesty is a very compassionate 
personage The night passed m this kind of 
melancholy discourse * 

Early m the morning the king marched towards 
j Hindustan, but before his departure determined that 
the Prince should be blinded, and gave orders 
accordingly , but the attendants on the Prince 
disputed among themselves who was to perfoim 
the cruel act Sultan Aly, the paymaster, ordered 


The word g! ulat i maj be rendered either slave or boy 
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Aly Dust to do it ; the 'other replied, “ you will 
not pay a Shah Riikhy (3s, 6d.) to any person with- 
out the King’s directions ; therefore, why should I 
commit this deed without a personal order from his 
Majesty? perhaps to-moirovv the King may say, 
‘why did you put out the* eyes of my brother?’ 
what answer could I give ? depend upon it I will 
not do it by your order! Thus they continued to 
quarrel for some time : at length, I said, “ I will 
go and inform the king,” On which I, with two 
others, galloped after his Majesty ; when we came 
up with him, Aly Dust said, in the Jagtay Ticrky 
language, “ no one will perform the business,” The 
king replied in the same language, abused him, 
and said, “ why don’t you do it yourself?" 

After receiving this command, we returned to 
the Prince, and Ghulam Aly represented to him in 
a respectful and a condoling manner that- he had 
received positive orders to blind him ; the Prince 
replied, “ 1 would rather you would at once kill 
me Ghulam Aly said, “ we dare not exceed our 
orders he then twisted a handkerchief up as a ball 
for thrusting into the niouth, and he with the Ferash 
seizing the Prince by the hands, pulled him out ol 
the tent, laid him down and thrust a lancet (Neshter) 
into his eyes ( such was the will of God ). This they 
repeated at least fifty times ; but he bore the torture 
in a manly manner, and did not utter a single groan, 
except when one of the men who was sitting on his 
, knees pressed him j he then said, “ why do you sit 
upon my knees ? what is the, use' of adding to my 
pain?” This was all he said, and ' acted with great 
courage, till they squeezed some ( lemon ) juice and 
salt into the sockets of his eyes ; he then could not 
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f«r(,e .r. and cnlkd out. " 0 Lord, O Lord, my God 
rrh-rtcver s.ns I may Inve committed have been 
amply pumshed in this norld, have compassion on 


me in the next * ,1.1 

Atter some time he was placed on horseback, and 
Me proceeded to a grove planted by the Emperor 
Firoz Shah, where, it being very hot, we alighted , 
and after a short period again mounted, and arrive 
in the camp, xvhen the Prince ivas lodged in the tent 


of Myr Cassim 

The Author of these pages seeing the Pnnee in 
such pain and distress, could no longer remain with 
him , I therefore went to my own tent, and sat down 
m a very melancholy mood the king having seen 
me, sent |an Muhammed, the librarian, to ask me 
“ if the business I had been employed on was finish- 
ed, and why I had returned without orders the 

humble servant represented, “ that the business 
had been sent on was quite completed," his Majesty 
then said, “ he need not go back, let him get t le 
a\ater.ready for me to bathe ” 

The next day we marched, and entered the terri- 
tory of the chief, Puaneh Jaiiuah The aforesai 
Piraneh came and paid his respects to the Kmg , 
but Sultan Adam having requested that the country 
might be given to him, it was so , his Majesty t eii 
entered the country of Raja Sunker, plundered about 
fifty of the villages, and took a number of captives , 
but these were released upon paying a certain ransom, 
by which the army gained considerable wealth 


• The usual mode of blinding Princes was by passing ® , 

il^/ (needle or bodkin) o\er the pupil of the eye, whic * 

not gi\e much pain Fenshta and Abul Fazil both erroneous y 

state that it was done by antimony 


MEMOIRS OF HUMAYUN. 


157 


The king now resolved on going to Cashmire ; 
but the chiefs said, “ this is not a proper season for 
going to such a country as Cashmire;” the king 
was, however, obstinate, and Abu al Mualy shot one 
of the refractory Moghul chiefs with an arrow, and 
ordered the others to march ; on which several of 
the nobles seeing the determination of his Majesty, 
W'ent and complained to Sultan Adam, who 
immediately came to the king, and falling at his feet, 
requested him to forgo his intention, assuring him 
that Islam Khan Sur * was advancing into the 
Punjab, and that the Afghans, who had for some 
time abandoned the fort of Rhotas and crossed the 
Behut river, had returned and again taken possession 
of that district; He, therefore, advised his- Majesty 
to return for the, present to Kabul and Candahar, 
and having there recruited his army, he might next 
year come back and enter Hindustan or Cashmire ; 
but in the mean time to place the river Sind between 
him and his enemies, and trust to Providence for 
the furtherance of his wishes. 


CHAPTER XXVI rr. 

Return of the King to Kabul, and of his granting permission to the 
Prince Kamran to proceed on a pilgrimage to Mecca, Gfc. 
A. H. <) 6 i.—A-. D: 1553. 

Sultan Adam having represented to his Majesty 
that the inhabitants of that part of the country 


■* Sultan Selim; 
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were suffering much from the presence of his army, 
requested that he would issue orders for them to 
march immediately to the westward. In consequence 
of this representation, the public crier* was sent 
round to proclaim the orders, and we accordingly 
marched to the banks of the Nilab. At this place 
the king gave permission for the Pnnce Kamran to 
proceed ( by way of Tattah ) to the pilgrimage of 
Mecca t after which we crossed the nver, and 
having, reached Pyshavur, the king gave orders for 
erecting a fortress at that place j and although the 
chiefs grumbled at keeping the army longer in the 
field, bis Majesty persevered, and the foundation 
of the fortress having been marked out that very 
day, it was finished in a week , and as the grain was 
still standing in the fields, he ordered it to be cut 
down, and stored in the fort The Khuthch was 
then read in due form, and the command of the 
place was given to Sekunder Khan, an Uzbeg, and 
a dress of honour conferred on him. 

After the second prayers the army again marched, 
and his ^lajesty soon after happily arrived auKahul 
he took up his residence in ^he upper fort, and 
passed the new year s day m great festivity and 
rejoicing. 

Some time after this the king marched to Canda- 
har, and remained there for three months ; he then 
returned towards Kabul , Byram Khan accompanied 
him as far as the river Turung, which is half way 
between Ghizneh and Candahar, and then returned 
to his garrison , but previous to his departure it was 
settled that, as soon aj the winter should be over, 

* The mode of issuing orders by the Orientals 

t He died near Mecca, \ H 964 A D-I3S7 
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he would come to Kabul, and from thence attend 
his Majesty on the invasion of India. 

About this period Hajy Muhammed ( the foster- 
brother) who commanded in Ghizneh was dissatis- 
fied ; a»d, although the king took measures to- 
reconcile him he was not contented, and' a coldness 
continued between them ; but when his Majesty 
made an excursion through the Lungham district,, 
the Hajy broke the kettle-drums, standards, and 
other insignia of nobility which had been conferred- 
on him, as a proof of his disrespect. On hearing 
this, the king sent and confined the Hajy and 
•his brother, Shah Muhammed, and said to them, 
with great ■ temper, “ do you write out a list of 
all your ■ and I will write your demeritSy 

and ' let us see which preponderate ; if your claims 
on 'me are more weighty than your transgressions- 
against ine,- I will forgive you ; but, if the 
contrary, I will not only dismiss you from my 
service, but put you to death.” In short, they 
made out a list *'of their claims on the king, and- 
he wrote an account of their faults ; and, as- 
the latter predominated, he ordered them botk 
first to be confined, and afterwards to be slain. 

His Majesty then returned to Kabul, buti . 

frequently went to amuse himself in hawking and- 

fishing on the river Baran and in other places with' 

his companions. During this period he sent letters to- 

Samerkund, Bokhara, and other towns, inviting the 

chiefs and warriors to accompany him on his invasion- 

of Hindustan : to some of the chiefs he sent presents,, 

and letters explanatory of his intentions, with- prayers- 

for their combined- success. 

* 



CHAPTER XXIX. 


Account of (he Ktn^ s tnvauan of Ihnduitan-^ an I of /its resatntng 
thtl empire A II 965 — A D ^234 5 * 

Verse 

“O, \\ise man ’ the sphere of fortune is always 
revolving it is constantly interchanging gnef and 
happiness Pleasure does not endure for ever, 
neither does pain continue to the end of time " 

When every thing was arranged for the king’s 
departure he quitted Kabul, and marched to 
Jeilahbad, he there embarked on a raft,* and was 
pleasantly floated down the river to Pysbavur 
Here he halted for two days, and sent off an express 
to Sultan Adam, the Ghicker chief informing him of 
his proceedings and further intentions After that, 
by repeated marches the royal army reached the 
western bank of the Nilab (Indus) It was on the 
last day of the month when the army crossed the 
river , and just as his Majesty passed over, ly the 
humble servanty saw the ueti} 7f{ooUy and immediately 
congratulated his Majesty on this auspicious event, 
also of his having crossed the river, and having 
re entered the kingdom of Hindustan at the moment 
of the new moon s appearance , the king replied, 

“ God be praised, may it be propitious ’ ' This he 
repealed three times Amen 

After the troops had all passed the river, vve 
continued our march day after day till we entered 

* These rafts are frequently mentioned m Baber s Memoirs 
they were composed either of timber and reeds or of the latter 
supported on skins distended by nr they are co\[(id*JalcAs 
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the district of Pirhala. At this place his Majesty 
said to his humble, servant^ “ go, and have the 
Prince Akber bathed and dressed, and bring him 
hither.” In obedience to the royal order, I went 
and delivered the message to the Prince, who 
said, ” I cannot bathe, nor appear naked before 
you.”* I replied, “if your Royal Highness pleases, 

I will call your valet, Refyk he said, “ call him.” 
After having bathed (in private) he put on a new 
dress, and I accompanied him to^the king. When 
we arrived his Majesty was sitting, facing the setting 
moon ; he ordered the Prince to sit down opposite 
him ; he then read some verses of the Koran, and 
at the end of each verse breathed on the Prince, 
and was so delighted and happy, it might be said 
that he had then acquired all the good fortune 
of this world, and the blessings of the next. His 
Majesty then continued his journey, and when .we 
arrived at the distance of four coss from the Pirhala 
he alighted. • 

The next day the king gave an order for a 
mustering of every description of his followers, 
and said he would, commence with the Ewry 
department. In compliance with this order the 
humble] servant Jouher, and the other persons 
belonging to the department, having dressed and 
armed ourselves, stood in a rank before the king, 
who having looked at us was much pleased, and said, 
“ I consider tnis review as an auspicious omen on 
which, we -all offered up prayers for his Majesty’s 
success and happiness. Amen, Amen. 

* The Muhammedans are very scrupulous on this head, and 
some extraordinary anecdotes are related of them in consequence. 
Tlie Prince, was then thirteen years of age. 
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We then nnrclied towards the river Cliunab ; and 
when we Ind arrived within four coss of its bank, 
we came to. a lull or high ground, on which the 
king directed his tents to be pitclied, and the dinner 
to be served After dinner he ordered the Khan 
''Khanan, B>ram Klnn, and some other chiefs with 
their troops to proceed towards Jalhndhar, and 
ascertain whether the Afghans were still in these 
districts , if they were found, the chiefs were to 
return and inform bis Majesty , but if not, they were 
to push on, cross the nver Sutlege, and enter the 
district of Sirhind His Majesty at the same time 
directed his secretary, his chamberlain, and several 
of the domestics to proceed to Lahore, and make 
preparations for Ins arrival in that city On tins, a 
servant named Herbay^ came and said, “ that Lahore 
was Ills birthplace, that all his family were there, 
and that if his Majesty would grant him permission, 
he would go on and make inquiries respecting 
them the king replied, “ if you go 'who is to carry 
my water bottle ? ' the paymaster and the chief 
ounuch replied, “ his brother, Futteh Allah, will 
carry the bottle His Majesty did not approve 
this arrangement, but said, “ he may go, but I 
will give the bottle to another person " he then 
ordered me to take charge of it. 

The aforesaid Herbay having gone some distance, 
said to himself, “if the bottle is once given in charge 
to another attendant, God knows whether I shall 
ever get it back again ’ * Having thus reflected, he 
repented of what he had done, and during the night 

* It may be unnecessary to add that the office of bottle 
carrier is a very confidential situation the bottle is made of 
leather, and called Kernijf 
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Returned ) but as the bottle had been entrusted to 
me, I thought it requisite to ask the king’s permis- 
sion before I gave it up. 1 therefore said to his 
Jlajesty, “ is it your royal pleasure, that I shall 
continue in the Abday Khaneh (water house ), or in 
the Ewry f" he replied, “ you are to remain in the 
latter, but remember you are always to keep a china 
cup, a jug with a lid, and the water bottle in your 
own possession ; you are not to allow any other! 
person to offer me water to drink without your seal; 
being affixed; don’t permit the bottle to remain^ 
empty during the night ; when you give me to 
drink, pour the water into the china cup, a?>d on the 
march have the bottle on the horse with you.” 
Thus his Majesty kindly instructed me ; but, as 
mankind is ever liable to error, the next morning, 
when we were about to march, Herbay having re- 
turned, asked me for the bottle, and I gave it to 
him ; when we were all mounted, and the king saw 
the bottle in the hands of Herbay, he was very 
angry, and when he alighted gave me two blows 
on the side of the head, and said, “ whenever I 
again confer an employment on you, beware not to 
resign it to any body.” With this reprimand he 
graciously forgave me. 

The chiefs that had been sent towards -Jallindhar 
having crossed the Sutlege, and passed through 
Machwareh, entered, the district of Sirhind, where 
they plundered all the property of the Afghan chief,-- 
Tatar Khan. The king in the mean time having 
arrived at Kiillanur (Callanore .of the maps), halted 
there for some days ; during which time his Majesty 
and Abu al Mualy agreed to enter the northern range 
of hills ; the chiefs, however, were not satisfied to 


cn 
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do so, but being ifnid to tell tbcir opiuion to tbc 
king, they employed me (Jouher) to explain to him, 
that it was highly impolitic to lose lime by making 
excursions, when more important business was m 
hand 1 did so , but concluded by saying, “ they 
were willing to obey bis orders the king replied, 
“ very well, I ivill go back to Lahore “ The order 
wis immediately given, jnd we set out for that city 

When the king arrived witbm ten coss of JLaho rg, 
all the Syeds and principal people of tbe city, led 
by Shykh Abd Allah, came out to n>eet his Majesty , 
but as there were two parties in the place, beaded by 
✓^Muklidumhl Mulk and Mjan Hajy-Mebdy (religious 
persons), he had some difficulty m reconciling 
them 

The king then entered tbe city in state, and a 
few days afterwards made a division of tbe appoint- 
ments of the province among bis folioners to the 
humble servant Jonhcr was assigned tbe collection 
of the Pergunnabof Hybetpur , but previous to my 
departure bis Majesty called me, and said, “ young 
man, listen to this story as a piece of advice *’ A 
Moglml having received in 'appointment,* began 
his supposed duty by snatching a blanket from the 
shoulders of a citizen, and upon the man’s remoa 
strating, said, “ you scoundrel, don t you know 
that I have been sent by Government to collect,” 
On receiving this hint, I said, “ I am aware of ray 
own unfitness for public employment, but trust 
that through your M ijesty s favour, and having had 
the honour for so many years of pouring witer on 
the royal handS) I shall not discredit the appoint- 
ment to which I have been nominated , the king 

* The Moghuls are made the butts, of numerous anecdotes 
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replied, “ good produces good, and evil causes evil.” 
I then made my obeisance. 

When arrived in the Pergunnah, I found that 
it had been the custom of the Afghan farmers to give 
their wives or children in pledge to the H mdii 
bankers for money advanced on account of the 
ctfriections ; therefore, the first thing I did vvas to 
collect all the grain that had been hidden in dry 
wells and other places, and having sold it, paid 
the bankers, and liberated the families of the 
peasants. On hearing of this affair his Majesty was 
much pleased, and promoted me to the collectorship 
of the villages belonging to the Afghan chief, Tatar 
Khan Lody.* 


CHAPTER XXX. 


Of the battle bctwee 7 t O^ner Khan f Ghicker and the imperial 
general Abu alMualy. A. H. 962. — A^ D. 1555* 

■ 

Information having been brought to the Icing 
that Omar Khan Ghicker having collected a very 
large force at Fyruzpur, which is situated at the 
junction of the Beyah and Sutlege rivers, with an 
intention of joining the Afghan Emperor Sekunder, 
his Majesty called a council of his officers, in which 
it was determined to attack the Ghiekers. In 
consequence of this resolution, a detachment under 

■* Abul Fazil mentions his appointment. See Price’s 
Muhammedan History, vol. iii. page 923. * 

I By other historians he is called Shah bar Khan. 
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the command of bhah Abn al Miialy was sent 
against them The contending parties met in the 
Pergunmh of Chuhy the enemy i\ere about twelve 
thousand in number, while the ro)al forces consisted 
only of eight hundred cavalry, and a very furious 
battle took place , the Afghan general charged with 
such impetuosity on Abu al I\Iualy, that he nearly 
fell from his liorse, and would have been slain, were 
It not tint a brave Moghul soldier having placed a 
small drum on his head instead of a helmet, called 
out the war cry Allah Ah6cr {God is greatest), 
and rushed on Omer Khan with such violence as 
to unhorse him ,* on seeing which the Afghans took 
to flight This was Ins Majesty victory since 
his re entering Hindustan, and if the disproportion 
of the numbers is taken into account, it will be 
evident that we were indebted to the grace of God 
for our success 

When the letters announcing this victory were 
received, his Majesty answered them, with hearty 
thanks to the army, and a promise of promotion to 
all who had distinguished themselves on the occa- 
sion , he also ordered that alf the Afghan prisoners 
should be collected, and sent to him , but a chief, 
named Ferhad Khan, having represented to his 
Majesty that he had promised not to detain any 
prisoners, he commanded that they should all be 
released 


♦ See Dow « Hiiidostan \ol ii pige 197 



CHAPTER XXXI. 


.'Vw accuittit of the victory ^s^aincii by the royal army at Machwareh. 

A. //. 962. — A. D. 1555. 

Soon after this time letters were received from 
the Khan Khanan, By ram Khan, then at Sirhind, 
stating that the enemy who had at first retreated 
were now advancing in very great force against him, 
under the command of the Afghan generals, Tatar 
Khan and Hj^et Khan, and requested orders for his 
conduct ; his Majesty replied, “ have you not heard 
that my yoiuig general, Shah Abu al iMualy,with only 
eight hundred horse, has defeated twelve thousand of 
the enemy, why should you ask for lurther orders ? 
do as he did.” On receipt of this reprimand, all 
the chiefs resolved to exert themselves to the 
utmost. 

About this time the Afghans, being puffed 
up with pride and self-sufficiency, marked out a 
ford across the Sutlege, opposite to the town of 
Machwareh, with an intention of crossing the river 
and of annihilating our small army ; but Byram 
Khan, trusting in the divine protection, and the 
good fortune of his Majesty, crossed the river by 
the very ford the Afghans bad marked out, and the 
enemy diaving in their retreat set fire to some 
villages enabled our troops by the light of the fires 
to pierce them, with our arroVs : thus by the grace 
of God we obtained a second victory. 

After this success our army advanced to Sirhind \ 
from thence the Khan Khanan sent letters to inform 
his Majesty that Sultan Sekuiuler, the Afghan 
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emperor, ms advancing with an army of eighty 
tlionsand horse, wliile Ins forces amounted only to 
seven or eight hundred As it uas impossible for 
him to contend against so great a supenorit), he 
requested the king would advance to Ins assistance, 
or allow him to retreat and form a junction On 
receipt of these letters his Majesty wrote, “be 
patient only for two diys, and I will join you ’ 
Accordingly the king crossed the Siitlege at Mach- 
wareh, and on the next day joined the army at 
Sirliind 

The Afghan Emperor advanced at the same time, 
•and encamped opposite our army , he then said 
to his courtiers, what presumption it is in the king 
Humayun to oppose our army of eighty thousand 
horse with only five thousand 1 

It now becomes requisite to mention an event 
in which I was personally concerned It has been 
stated, that when the king took possession of Lahore, 
he appointed collectors to each of the districts of 
that* province thus when our army had crossed 
the river Sutlege, we were left without any military 
support , in consequence of which a body of four 
hundred Afghans entered the province of Lahore, 
and began to plunder all around When tins 
intelligence reached the collectors,* we consulted 
together on what was to be done I advised that 
we should assemble every man bearing arms that 
we could, and trusting to the good fortune of his 
Majesty and the divinl; favour, advance against the 
plunderers This measure being agreed to, we 

* Abul Fazil states that Ferhad Khan was appointed Foujdar 
Cmihtary governor) of the Penjab Baboos Beg Amyn ( superin 
ton Ic il of the rev enue ) ind Jb iher ( treas irer ) 
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appointed fellul Sunbuly, a brave and active young 
man, to lead our advanced guard, and having 
assembled about four hundred men, we crossed the 
river Zengy-sar during the night ; and at the dawn 
of day having taken the Afghans by surprise, and 
led on by the gallant Jellal Sunbuly, we made a 
vigorous attack on them, and through the good 
fortune of his Majesty, completely defeated* them, 
and took five of their chiefs prisoners. 

IVe then wrote an account of these transactions 
to the king, and said, “your slaves have gained a 
victory over the enemy, and hope it will be a har- 
binger of your Majesty's conquest of the Afghan 
Emperor in answer to this letter we received a 
most gracious firman, approving our conduct, and 
desiring us to keep the prisoners till the end of the 
war, when their fate should be decided. 


CHAPTER XXXII. 


O/' the victory gained by the King at Sir hind* and the flight of the 
AfgJum Emperor^ Sekunder Snr, A. H. 962. — A, D. 1555. 

The contending armies having continued for 
nearly a month encamped opposite each other, hiS 
Majesty said, “we must erhjiloy the same means 
against the Afghan Emperor that I did against Sultan 
Behader of Gujerat, that is, to cut off his supplies of 
grain and other provisions.” In consequence of 


* See Edinburgh Gazetteer, 
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liiis delerminaiion, Terdy I3eg Kli.ni uas ordered 
with hii> division to eirect tluj» nieisure He 
accordingly marched, and having fallen in with a 
brother of tlie Emperor Sekunder Sur, blew him, 
took all lus insignia ot nobility, and sent them to his 
Majesty 

After this event the tuo armies drew up opposite 
eicli Ollier, lus Majesty retained the command of 
one division, the second division Mas led by the 
Khan Khanan { Lord of Lords), the third by Shah 
Abii d Mnaly, and the fourth by Sekunder Khan, 
the Uzbeg The Afghan Emperor considering that 
the strongest part of our line was that commanded 
by the Khan Khanan, made a furious attack upon 
It , but the Ipian having thrown up an entrenchment 
in his front, merely stood on the defensive. Dunng 
this time his Majesty was employed in prayer, and a 
report having been brought that the Khan Khanan 
was killed, he sent off a special messenger to 
ascertain the truth , and when informed that the 
report was groundless, returned thanks to God for it. 
He then ordered Shah Abu al Mualy and Terdy Beg 
to wheel round the Afghans antf make an attack on 
their rear, while they were engaged in front By 
the favour of the Almighty, who in a moment can 
convert a beggar to a king, and change a king 
into a beggar, and his Majesty’s good fortune, 
this manoeuvre was skilfully executed, and in a short 
tune the Afghan army.took to flight, and his Majesty 
obtained a decisive victory. 

{ Here follows a number of verses fi am the 
poet Nekhskeby J 

After this victory lus Majesty proceeded towards 
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Dehl}- ; but it having been ascertained that the 
Emperor Sekunder had taken refuge in the northern 
hills of the Penjab, orders were given to Shah Abu,, 
al Mualy to march to, [allindher and watch the 
•motions of the fugitive ; but the aforesaid chief ^nbt 
content with literally obeying his orders, afterwards 
proceeded to Lahore, where he took 'upon hipiself 
the command of the province, thereby supejseding 
the officers left in charge by his Majesty.’^ 

As I had received positive orders from the king 
to procure intelligence of every thing that was 
\ (oing on, even as far distant as Candahar and Kabul, 
* therefore sent spies into the camp of the Afghan 
Emperor, who brought me. information that Sekunder 
having seized upon all the treasure he could find, 
was recruiting his army by employing a number of 
archers, and every idle person jie could collect, 
and was encamped in the vicinity of the fortress of 
Mankut. I, therefore, communicated this information 
to Shah Abu al Mualy, who having consulted with 
his chiefs, resoU'ed on marching against the Afghans. 

- . But, as I was aware of the inferiority of our 
numbers, I conjured the chiefs not to think of 
-moving' until provided with (Arabeh) carriages: 
they listened to my advice, and I immediately 
ordered a quantity of timber which had been brought 

■ for repairing the fort to be sawn up, and made into 
coarse carriages ; I further said, here are a number 
of old chains will answer for some of the hooks 

■ and links, the remainder may be made of raw 
leather, which in fact is better for fastening the’ 

. carriages together than iron'; in short, .we,, made, a 

* Abut Fazil says that Abu al Mualy was appointed Governor 
. of the Penjab. . ' ' • ' 

23 



Ml-\101US OF HUMAN UN 


I7i 

number of these carnages sufiicietu to surround the 
troops, and prevent the enemy fiom charging on 
them. Then the humble servant Jouher, in order 
to fonrard Ins Majesty’s service, procured 300 boTcs ^ 
300 quivers full of arrous, 300 spears, J50 shields, 
50 matauh of gunpowder, and 30 manttifs of lead 
for bullets. I also presented the General Abu al 
Jliialy with a coat of mail, and other eqiupnieuls, 
with all of which he was much pleased, and spoke 
very highly of my useful e.xertions ; he even said, “I 
did not suppose that you had been a person of so 
much ability ; whcAever 1 sliall see the king, I will 
not fail to recommend jou in the strongest manner." 
He then distributed the above-mentioned articles to 
such of the troops as required them. 

About this time nearly five hundred Moghul 
soldiers came from beyond the river Okus to seek 
for employment ; but as very few of them were 
armed, the General consulted me what he should 
do with them , I said, “ give each of them a bow 
and a quiver of arrows, and advance them a small 
sum of money to support them for a month, by 
which time the business with the Afghans will be 
settled." He took my advice, and having advanced 
the money to the i^loghuls, they joined the army 
as volunteers 

After tins the General advanced by easy marches 
towards the Emperor Sekunder, and every night 
surrounded his camp, with the carriages chained or 
tied together with leathern ropes, or with entreiich- 
ments- 

It so happened, that during Abu al MuaJy’s 
residence at Lahore, he had frequently talked in a 
very presumptuous and independent manner, which 
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raised suspicions against him, of which the officers 
in charge of the district thought proper to acquaint 
the king, and advised him either to return in person, 
or to nominate some other General to the command. 
In pursuance of this information his Majesty immedi- 
ately appointed the Prince Muhammed Akber^ and 
Byram Khan to command the army against the 
Emperor Sekunder ; in consequence of which, upon 
their arrival at Sirhind, a number of the chiefs quitted 
Abu al Mualy’s army and joined the Prince, which 
of course put an end to the General’s operations 
against Sekunder, and his own ambitious projects. 
Abu al Mualy therefore wrote a complaint against 
these chiefs to the king, in which he mentioned that 
he had reduced the Afghan Emperor to great 
straits, and should certainly have captured him, had 
not the chiefs before mentioned deserted him. He at 
the same time sent an Arzy (representation) to the 
Prince and Byram Khan, stating his grievances, and 
urging them to advance an.d finish the business, as 
the enemy were now cooped up at the foot of the 
hills, but that he should leave the army and return 
to Lahore.t Byrain Khan also informed his Majesty 
of all these particulars, said he would immediately 
proceed with the army to the Penjab, but should 
order Abu al Mualy to return to the royal presence. 
Having obtained copies of the king’s answers to 
these petitions, I subjoin them. 

* See Price’s Muhammedan History, vol. iii. page 933. 

t In answer to this letter, the Prince and Byram Khan wrote 
to him a joint letter, viz. “ Your letter safely arrived, and its 
“ contents were understood ; do you come quickly here, after 
“which you must proceed and join his Majesty. PFc will very 
“ shortly enter that country.’’ 
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To Abu al Mual) be wtote 
“The representation of that fortunate iOM was 
" dul> received, and what )ou wrote respecting the 
“misconduct of certain chiefs was understood. 

‘ Please God, when they rejoin me, I will order 
“ their conduct to be enquired into, and punish them 
‘ according to their deserts , do you return to me 
* inimediatelv 

To the Khan Khanan he wrote 
“ Be It known to m) faithful Generalissimo 
" Bvnm Khan, Khan Khanan, that letters have been 
“received from our (adopted ) son Abu al Mualy,* 

‘ stating that he had cleared the country of the 
“enemy , why don t you advance more quickly to 
“ his assistance 

On the very day that Abu al Miialy received the 
king s letter, an ambassador ( Aylchy ) of the Khan 
Khanan arrived at Lahore, and said to the General, 
“you have come here without any good reason, you 
must proceed immediately to the king the General 
replied, “ I will set off instantly , call the other 
chiefs who came with me ” Ishmael Sultan said, ^ 
“ wc have marched fourteen coss this morning, and 
are much tired , besides, it is now evening, and 
lieavv ram is coming on , if approved, we will set off 
early in the morning This being agreed on, they 
consulted who was to entertain the Khan Khanan s 
imbassador, and determined that Joiiher was the 
proper person, as being one of the officers of 
Lahore In consequence I took the agent to mv 
house tnd entertained him in a most hospitable 
m inner The next morning atcompanied by 

* He was a S>ed and a great favourite of the King s 
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Abu a! ^^aaly and the other chiefs, he set off to join 
his Majesty. 


CHAPTER XXX I II. 

Account itf the death of his Majesty y tv ho nozv dtvelh in Paradise^ 
and the ascending the Throne by his Majesty Jcllal addyn 
Akbc)\ A* TI, 963. — D, 155 ^* 

When Shah Abu al Mualy quitted Lahore, he only 
marched the first day as far as the king’s palace, 
there he halted for two days ; he then proceeded 
and reached Calanore, where he was met by the 
Prince Akber and the Khan Kiianan, attended by a 
number of chiefs, and reciprocal visits were inter- 
changed, and a reconciliation took place ; but while 
the armies were encamped here, the melancholy 
intelligence ■ arrived that the king Humayun had 
drunk of the last cup from the hands of the Angel 
of Death. * . 

[Quotation from the Koran.] 

“ Every soul shall taste of death ; death is 
decreed to every man ; and when it arrives, he can 
neither luuiten it, nor delay it a single hour. From 
God we came, and to him we must return.” 

This event happened at Dehly on the nth of 
the month Rubby al Avul, A. H. 963, January 
2 1 St, A; D. 1556. ’' 

The circuinstanceb of the King’s death are thus related in 
Dow’s History of Hindostan, vol. ii. page 113. 

‘‘In the evening of the 7th of the first Rubby. Humayun 
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f Htrc /olloAs It numbtr of vases, then 

it long ihcant of the Authot portending this 
melancholy eicnt ) 

He concludes with pra) ers that the whole habit- 
able world may be subjected to the descendants eA 
the gieat Emperor Timur, Saheb Keran^ and be 
dtpepdeiU on the kingdom of Delhy for ever. 

He hopes thit the liberal and enlightened persons 
of the age will excuse and pardon the imperfections 


w liked out upon the terrace of the librar}, and sat down there 
for some tune to eti^oy the fresh air When the Emperor begin* 
to descend the steps of the stair from the terrace, the cner, 
according to custom, proclaimed the time of prayer The King, 
conformably to the practice of religion, stood still upon this 
occasion and repeated his creed, then sat donn upon the second 
stair till the proclamatioi# liras ended IVlien he was going to 
rise he suppofted himself on a staff which unfortunately slipped 
upon the marble, and the King fell headlong from the tdp to the 
bottom of the stair he was taken up insensible, and laid upon 
his bed he soon recoiered Iijs speech, and the physicians 
administered all their art but in vain , for upon the i jthof the 
month about sun set his soul took her flight to Paradise He 
u as buried in the new city upon the banks of the riser, and a 
noble tomb was erected over him some years after by his son 
Akber Humayun died at the age of fifty one, after a reign of 
twenty five years in Kabul and India ’ * 

On the 3rd of tJie second Rubby, \ H 965, A D 
the illustrious Akber ascended the throne at the tovw of Calanore 
( Kulljiiur ) m the Penjab, then in the fourteenth year of his age 
Price 5 Muhanimedan History, vol 111 page 930 


• In the Memoirs of Baber it i« stated that Humayun was born 
on the fourth day of ( the eleventh month) Zilkad of A H 9i3t 
or January 1508 , and as he died on the seventh of (the third 
month) Rubby, A H 963, or January isS^j he was only forty 
eight so/nr years of age being nearly fifty litmryciii • 
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und errors ol Ins woik, and piajs that the readers ot 
it may be preserved irom all misfortunes. 

Copied by Nazir, son of Talib Husseny, in the 
month of Jemad al Avul, of the year of the reign 19. 
( Name omitted.) 



APPENDIX TO CHAPTER XVI.— Pagh 109. 


As very htlle of the hisiyry of Shah Tahmasp 
IS generally knouai, I have, hy pennissioa of the 
Committee of tlie Oneiiul Translation Fund, reprint- 
ed the English pan of a chapter of the AaUm Aray 
Abbassy\ published by me as an Appendix to the 
Descriptive Catalogue of the Library of Tippoo 
Sultan of Mysore in the year 1809, (now out of 
print,) as throwing a considerable light on the leigii 
ol that Peisian monarch. 

No. XXVI. — History. ^ 

Tai ikh Aahtvt Aray Abbassy, ^ 

Book I. contains tiie genealogy of tlie Persian kings 
of theSeffy dynasty, traced to Aly, the son-in-law 
of Miihammed ; and the history of Shah Ismael, 
the first monarch of that race, who commenced 
his reign, A. D. 1499 ; also, ihe Life of his son 
Shah Tahmasp, with memoirs of the learned and 
other illustrious men who flourished during, their 
reigns 

Book II. The History of Persia from the death, of 
Shah Tahmasp in 1575 to the accession ol Shah 
Abbas 

Book III. Memoirs of the first thirty-three years of 
• the reign of Shah Abbas the Great, u ho ruled 
Persia with an iron hand for forty-five )ear» 
Author, Sekunder Humnesh}!!} ( the companion, A 
D. i6i6) dedicated to Shah Abbas 
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An Account of the Arrival of Ambassadors from 
differ exit Monarchs^ at the Foot of the. Imperial 
Throne of Shah Tahmasp I 

When his Majesty, who now resides in Paradise, 
had settled all the internal commotions of his king- 
dom, and had concluded a permanent peace with all 
his neighbours, he resided tranquilly for. twenty 
years at the royal city of Cazvin, without ever 
moving to any (considerable) distance from it. 

‘ During the whole period in which th# royal 
throne was adorned by his Majesty’s presence, the 
standards of his prosperity daily rose higher, and 
the eagle of his good fortune at length ascended to’ 
the, sky. Various Kings sent eloquent ambassadors 
to his court, entrusted with costly presents and 
valuable curiosities, as offerings to his Majesty. 
Of the most potent ’ sovereigns of the world, and 
rulers of independent kingdoms, who frequently 
sent embassies to his Majesty, the first was, the chief 
of the Emperors of the age, the greatest of the 
Kings of the dynasty of Othman, the Sovereign of 
Rum, Soleyman the Magnificent, t who, after being 
engaged for many .years in war with his Majesty,, 
sent the most confidential and principal of his 
ministers, Mohammed Pasha, with letters, to solicit 

• This Prince was the second Persian monarch of the Sofy 
dynasty. He succeeded his father Ismail, A. D. 1523, and reign- 
ed with considerable reputation for fifty-two years. He was 
contemporary with the Othman Sultan* Soleyman, and the Em- 
<peror Humayun of Hindustan. ■ With .the former he had frequent 
wars, and enabled the latter to recover his kingdom from the 
1 usurper Shir Shah. Our histories are .very deficient, in the 
accounts of this reign. Vide Universal History, Voh V, 
t Vide Universal History, Vol. XII. 

24 ,0 
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peace. In return for winch compliment, Mir Shema 
Addeen Khan was sent with an embassy from 
Persia ; to whom the Emperor So ley man was 
pleased to say, “ From the commencement of the 
prospenty of the house of Ot liman to the present 
moment, although Kings from all quarters of 
tli^ world have sent ambassadors to us, we have 
never (before) sent an embassy to any one, nor 
have we ever done more than merely sent a messen- 
ger wntl^ letters from our ministers.” And, in fact, 
It never had been customary with the Othmans to 
send ambassadors, until Sinan Beg, one of the chief 
confidants (of Soleyman), who, being taken prisoner 
by the Persians, and afterw^ards released, as we have 
before related, was sent, on the conclusion of peace 
between the two Empires, by Sultan Soleyman, to 
demand the Turkish Prince, Sultan Bayezid.* 
This ambassador arrived at the Gate of Paradise, 
Cazvin, A. H 966, (A. D. 1 558) ; when, having 
obtained the honour of an audience, he assured his 
Majesty of the friendship of his master, and stated 
the objects of his embassy. During the conference, 
his Majesty observed, “ As it is* not customary fqr 
the Othman princes to send ambassadors , to foreign 
courts, how does it happen that the Grand Signior 
has now sent you, a pious Mussulman, on this 
business The answer which Sinan Beg gave to 
this qaestion was a verj sensible one, and much 

t This Prmce, having quarrelled with his father, fled, and 
took refuge at the court of Persia. Vide Universal History 
Vol XII 

* Soleyman wrote, with his own hand, a postscript to the 
pubhc letter , m which he gave Shah Tahmasp the option, either 
to deii\ er up his son to the anibassadorj or to put out fiis eyes ; 
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SUum (Forty Pillars) His Majesty, having (some 
time after) conferred honours on all the members 
of the embassy according to their respective ranks^ 
gave them their audience of leave * 

In the year of the Hejira 969, (A D. 1561,) 
Khosrau Pasha, a person of the highest rank among 
the Othmans, accompanied by Aly Agha Capujy 
Bashi, arrived, and presented letters, written m the 
most fnendly and cociliatory style, from the Emper- 
or Soleyman The consequences of this embassy 
have been rehted in our account of the Prince 
Bayezid t After this a fourth embassy, at the head 
of which was Asbeg Beg, a confidential person of 
the Grand Signior s, arrived at the Heavenly Court, 
bringing with him numerous presents from the 
Turkish Emperor for his Majesty of Persia The 
most valuable of these were, forty Syrian and 
Arabian horses, each of which rivalled the others 
in goodness and swiftness Every horse bore a 
saddle studded with gold, silver, and precious stones, 
* and covered with housings of embroidered cloth 
There was also the sum of 500,000 FaloryX ashrafies, 
equal, m the currency of Portia, to 50,000 royal 


* It IS related in the Twelfth Volume of the Universal His* 
tory that the Turkish Prince was given up to these ambassadors , 
but our author postpones this disgraceful event until the tlurd 
embassy 

+ The Prince and his four sons were delivered up to the 
ambassadors by whom they were shamefully murdered Qur 
author attempts to palliate this disgraceful acUon, by saying the 
Persian King did not suspect such conduct , and that if he had not 
given up the Prince a wa* would have ensued and thousands of 
Mussulmans lost their lives 

t Probablj Florins , 



Iralcy tomans,* besides various rarities and curiositi- 
es ; the zv/tok of which his Majesty, whose generous 
mind is as capacious as the ocean, distributed 
amongst the princes, nobles, governors, and officers, 
according to their respective ranks ; excepting some 
articles which he sent to different princes ; viz. to 
the Uzbeg chiefs ; to Pir Mohammed Khan, of 
Balkh ; to Abd Allah Khan, of Bokhara ; to Abu 
Saed Khan, of Khuarizm ; and to z\bul Mohammed 
Khan, and fajim Khan, of Urgenj. He also sent a 
portion of the Othman presents to his mother.f 

After the death of Soleyman, and the accession 
of Sultan Selim ( the Second ) to all his father’s 
dominions, this Prince, in the year 975, (A. D. 1567,) 
sent a splendid embassy, under Mohammed Agha, 
to the court of Cazvin. The letter which he brought 
was written in the most afiectionate terms,, and in 
the style of a dutiful son to his father. The subject 
of it was, soliciting a confirmation and renewal of 
the treaty of peace, and assurances of eternal friend- 
ship. During the course of the following year, the. 
Persian ambassador, Masum Beg Sufavy, having 
.undertaken the pilgrimage of Mecca, was, with his 
son Khan Mirza and all his retinue, murdered on 
the road ; and thus obtained the honour of martyr- 
dom. The Turks threw the blame of this disgrace- 
ful action on the savage Arabian robbers of the 
Desert ; and Sultan Selim sent an ambassador, 
named Aly Agha, to make his excuses, and to excul- 
pate him from having any share in it. Plis Majesty, 

* A Toman is worth fifteen dollars and a half. 

t Shah Tahniasp probably considered these presents as “ the 
price of blood," and cither unlawful or unlucky to be kept by 
himself. 
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regiiding the good of Ins people, and reflecting on 
the miseries that a war would bring on the Mussul- 
mans, admitted of these excuses, and disturbed not 
the chain of friendship. 

From the descendants of Jengiz Khan of the 
tribe of Uzbeg, there arrived, in tlie jear 948, 
(A. D. 1541,) Adineh Belndur,* * * § an ambassador 
sent by Kusken Cara Sultan, the Sovereign of Caikh 
and Its dependencies 

From Abd al Aziz Klnn, son of Obeid Khan, 
King of Bokhan, arnved Khodavurdy Behadur, for 
the purpose of removing all cause of former enmity, 
and to establish the bonds of friendship Frequent 
embassies also arrived from the Sultan of Khuanzm 
and Urgnnj From the Princes of the Dekhan often 
came ambassadors, especially from Nizam Shah, 
the ruler of Ahmednagur Puttun, and Cutb Shab.t 
the ruler of Golcondab and Hyderabad, ( both of 
whom claimed the honour of being Shiahs,) with 
professions of friendship, and assurances of their 
great respect for Aly, the other Imams,:}; and their 
descendants ,§ on all of whom be the grace of God * 
Aly Aadil ^hah, the rulep- of Bijapor, also fre- 
quently sent embassies with assurances of friendship 
and attachment, accompanied by valuable presents 
and curiosities Tins Pnnee also informed his 
Majesty, that he had ordered the Khutbeh || of the 

* Commonly called " Khan Chchteh 

t Vide Scott’s History of the Dekhan 

t Vide Catalogue, No LXII History 

§ The Sofy family either were, or pretended to he, descended 
from Aly, the son m law of I^Iohammed, and first of the Imams 
II An oration, containing praises of the Prophet, and pray 
ers for the roj al familj. . 
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Shiahs to be’ read in all the mosques through his 
dominions, in the illustrious name of his Majesty the 
King of Persia. This circumstance gave much satis- 
faction ; and the ambassadors were gratified by 
dresses of honour, crowns inlaid ( with .precious 
stones), horses with rich saddles, swords, &c. &c. 

In the year 971, (A. D. 1563,) Sultan Mahmud 
Khan, the ruler of Sind and Bikr, sent Abul 
Mukarim, as his ambassador, with professions of 
fidelity, and a representation of his family attach- 
ment .and ancient claims, together with many 
curiosities, and pious offerings. During the year 
958, (A. D, 1544,) there arrived ambassadors from 
the descendants of Shiban the Turkoman chief; 

' also several envoys from the Kings of different 
■countries of Europe ; bringing letters containing 
professions of friendship, together with numerous 
presents. Although the latter class were .strangers 
to the Mohammedan religion, yet, as ■ they were 
known by some of the persons connected with the 
court to be sovereigns of consequence and repute, 
'the envoys were gracioUiSly received."*" 

Again, in the 5 fa"t 982, (A. D. 1574,) an ambas- 
sador of consequence and^ repute, having a retinue of 
fifty persons besides. .servants, arrived at the Imperial 
court, *sent by the King of Portugal, in order to 


* This paragraph Is not clearly expressed ; but these envoys 
were probably some * European merchants, who, to flatter the 
vanity of the King, were introduced as ambassadors. An English 
’ merchants, named Anthony Jenkinson, carried a letter to Shah 
Tahmasp from our Queen Elizabeth, but was very indiflferently 
received: the letter is dated 2pth April, 1561, and is given in 
Malcolm’s Persian History, page 51 1, and in Hakluyt’s Voyages, 
vol. i. page 381. 
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utrcugthinJ,. ihe^ (omidatioris of' frieridsbip and, 
[^oijd ' faiu/'Thjs person brouf;ht with him some very - 
acpmpiirjbl'j presents, and such curiosities as* shave’ 
heeii.very’srfdom’seuu at any Mohuiiimet^an court j 
jiitj'tlic ; ambassadors having been, guilty of some 
action coutrafy io|the Mussulman religionj; and the 
prohibition' of the use of mosques, which had been' 
ikued by the Christians (in India), r prevented 5 their 
\jeiiig honoured with any- proofs of the royal favour. 
,Nor did they obtain leave to depart during thc-life- 
lime’of his Majesty ; but soon after the , at|€CSsion'of 
Sultan Mohammed (iwho. dwells in' they 
received their dismission^ , and returned nV', haste / to 
t{jeir ’owii, country .* '■ 'J . / ■ ^ ’ 'wj/y 

i ,5 Shall Tafmisip died A. H. ^83, (A. D. 157$)/ and .was 
i'^tcyedeJ his son Ismail, who died in less than two years ami 
Was, Succeeded by his > brother j. Mohammed , -Khodabiindcb, 
i.'\. D.'-i 577 . •, j '' 



Aalum Khan, Sultan- Behadur’s 
principal^ ofTicer, duped by the 
Moghuls, 6-7 

Abdul Rasid, second son of 
Shyr Khai 1 

Abdar Khaneh ( water house), 

163 

Abhypur, plains of, Humayun 
encamped in, 29 
Abu Beka, Myrza, 4 
Abul Fazil referred to, 69/. mtc. 
Abyssinian force, 9 
Adam, Sultan, Prince Kamran 
takes shelter in the territory of, 

‘ 151 

Advertisement to the Spcond 
Part, 81-85 

Afghan farmers, custom of pledg- 
ing wives and children to 
Hindu money-lenders prevalent 
among, 165 

Afghans of Joanpur, rebellion 

of, 3 

Agra, capital of the. Moghu} 
Emperors, 3, 8 ; palace of, ii 
Ahmadabad, '9 

(superintendent ), 48 
Akber (Badraddyn Mahammed), 


Prince, birth of, 65 ; cir- 
cumcision ceremony of, 122 
Akber 'Namch referred to, 67 
f. note. 

Ala Kuly, the chief engineer, 5 
Aleg Myrza, 9 

Alkum Myrza, Governor of 
Sehwan, 46 

Allah Akbe>, (God is Greatest), 
war cry, 166 
Alur, 27/. 7 iote. 

Amerkote, position of, S 5 /- note. 

Humayun arrives at, 62 
Amerkote, Rana of, see Pursand. 
Aris, fort of, in 
Aroul, Raja of, 30 
Aru, village, 50 
Askery, Prince, 8 ; Sumbal dis- 
trict conferred on, ii ; Prince 
Akber carried to Candahar by, 
77 

Ayeen Akbery referred to, 20 
Aylchy ( ambassador ), 174 
Baber, .Emperor, 28 ; garden of, 
at Futtypur Sikry, 34 
Baber’s Memoirs referred to, 8, 
26, 136 /. Jiotes. 

Badukhshan, 122 j King of, 134 



I^DEX. 


Baikh, 136, 137 

Bayazid, the Afghan, rebellion 

of, 3 

Bctf, Huraayun’s great aversion 
for, lai 

Beg Myrek, government of 
Chunar vested upon, 14 
Behadcr, Sultan, 4 , defeat of, 
by Humayun, 5 , flight of, to 
Cambay, 6 , treaty with the 
Portuguese made by, 9 
Behera, King arrives at, 39 
Behylc, King arrives at, 43 
Bejke, Mjr, 25 
Belgram, 9 , district of, lO 
Benares, Shyr Khan takes pos 
session of, 18 

Bengal, 10 , Gour, capital of, be 
sieged by Shyr Khan, 11 , 
Khaa Khanan Ludy takes the 
command of, 19 
Bengy, river, 131, 134 143 
Beshy, tribe, 143 
Bher Kund ( Jar*Kund), district 
of, 15 

Bheker (Baker), King arrives 
at 42,45 
Bokhara 159 
Best, fortress of 1 rj 
Buja, Raja of Benares, 1 3 
Bukshu Lenga, a powerful 
Zeminder, 41, 53 
Bulouches, Humayun hospitably 
received by the 77 78 1 

Buluchians, 41 | 


Burhanpur, district of, 4 
Buxar^ battle of, 1 2 /. mle 
Bj kc Begum, King’s concubine, 

19 

B) n, the Afghan ^ rebellion of, 3 
Byram Beg ( Khan Khanan ), 69, 
70, 74, 76 , Shah Tahmasp’s 
improper conduct towards, 91 
Caesana, bazar of, iro 
Callinger, 3 
Calpy, 26, 27 
Cambay, 6 

Candahar, Prince Hmdal mar 
ches towards, 45 , district of, 
75 , Prince Akber taken to, 77 , 
Humayun takes the fort of, 
1 14 , Persians take possession 
of, IIS r retaken by Hunnyun, 
117 

Canouge, 9 , battle of, 30 32 
Carmanian horses, 93 
Cashmire, 157 

Cataldgiie of Ttpaa SuUan s 
Library referred to , 9 Z" note 
Cazvin, King invited to come 
at, 88, King royally received 
at, 91 

Chehar dcr (four gates), route of 
the, 12 $ 

Chekaw, 70 
Chetur, fortress of, 4 
China plate, 6$; cup, 163 
Chohdar (wand bearer), 57 
Chowsar, village of, 22, Shyr 
Khan surprises Humayun at, 25 


Chenab river, 162 
Chunar, fortress of, Humaytin in- 
vests the, 3: Humayun takes 
possession of, 12-161; Shyr 
Khan besieges the, 18, 21; 
ceded to Shyr Khan by Huma- 
yun, 23 

Chuneh, villdge, 34 ; Humayun 
arrives dt, 35 

Chunpanyr, fortress of, 5; capi- 
tal of Gujerat, ii. 

Colgong, 17, 21 
Cossacks., 4, 66 
Couch Behar, 10 
Cutch, Raja of, 67 
Deyya Knlzan (the Caspian Sea), 
no 

Dilder Begum, mother of Prince 
Hindal, 44 

Diwan, council room, 120 
Dow’s History of Hindostan re- 
ferred to, 26, 69 f. notes, 
Edinburgh Gazetteer refetred to, 
12,15, 39, 41,52/ 

Eutiucks, 20 

Ewer department, 62, 163 
Feroz Shah, Emperor, 156 
Feryd Gur, Myr, Humayun pur- 
sued by, 26 

Feryd Sekergtinjy, the Saint, 23 
Futtypur Eundavy (Gundava), 
73 

Futtypur Sikry, 34 
Fyruzpur, battle of, 165-66 
Georgians, 102 


Gicker, tribe, 151 
Goompty, river, battle of, 3 
Gour, capital of Bengal, Shyr 
Khan besieges, ii; Humayun 
takes possession of, 17 
Gujerat, 4, 5 

Gul BalucH, King halted at, 41 
Gundwal (Bayah) river, 37 
Gurk Aiy, 25 

Gurm Syr (warm climate), dis- 
trict of, 78 et note. 

Hajypur, 22 f. 7 tote. 

Haram, 18 
Hazareh, village, 29 
Helcana, 131 

Hemyd Banu, Begum, married 
to Humayun, 44-45 
Herut, city of, 86 
Hindal, Prince, 9 ; Humayun for- 
gives, 28 ; desertion of, 39; dis- 
pleasure of, for the marriage of 
Humayun with Hemyd Banu, 
for whom he cherished the 
keenest affections, 45, deserts 
Humayun in consequence and 
marches toward Candahar, tb. 
killed, 149 ; Humayun ’s sorrows 
for, ib. 

Hindoo Kush, mountain, l 31 , 
145 

History of BengaH^te.v 72 ixt'i) re- 
ferred to, 3i 11 /• 7 iote. 
Humayun, Emperor, defeat of, 
at Chowsar, 25 ; escape of, by 
swimming across ithe Ganges, 
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25-26, Shah Tahmasp’s igno- 
ble conduct towards, 95-97 > 
hmasp’s attempt on the life of, 
102-103 , Shah’s reconciliation 
with, I03-I08 , departure of, 
from Persia, 109 , death of, 
175 

llussyn, the Turkoman sent by 
Humayun to Sbyr Khan, IS 
liussyn Kurchy, seizure of the 
w ealth of, 63 
Hussyn Shah, Sultan, 42 
Imam Aly, son of Musa, tomb 
of, 87 , King pays a \isit to 
the, 111-12 

Imam Hussyn, the martyr, 57 
Indus, river, 11 / note 
Islam Khan Sur ( Sultan Sehm ) 
157 

Ismael Shah of Persia, I3S 
Jacob, the Patriarch 143 
Jag>rs, 18 

Jallmdher, King retreats to, 
’7 referred to, 1C3 171 ! 

( coat), 141 
Jam, Raja of, 67 

Jarkund, district oI ( m Behar ), 
II 

Jat troops of the Rana, 66 
Jehangyr Kuly, 16 
Jelal Khan, son of Shyr Khan, 
33 submission ot, 3 
Jellalabad 160 

JeUal addyn, the Saint, 52 foot 

7io*e 


Jengjz Khan, 33/ mte 
Jessclmir, 51 , distnct of, 58 } 
forts of, 59 

Joanpur, 3 , protouce of, 9 
Prince Hindal takes possession 
of, 10 besieged by Shjr 
Khan, 21 

Joseph, son of Jacob, 148 
Joudpur, 53 
Jougy, pond of, 55 
Jouher Aftabclty, the Author 
of the Memotrs of Humaymty 
the Emar bearer to the Em 
peror, 51, 73, 63, 74 , attends 
Prince Akber at Candahar, 77, 
rejoins the King at Htxat, tb , 
referred to, 87, 90, 114 , Prmce 
Kamran placed m charge of, 

1 54 seqq , promotion of and 
salutary advices by Humayun 
to, I64-65 , apologises to the 
reader for the errors and im 
perfections of his composition, 
176-77 

Jumna, riser, 26 / note 
Jun, 64, 66, 67 
Jnngel^ 51 

Kabul, contest between Hu 
mayuti and Prmce Kamran for, 
120, 124, 126-27, 145, 147 
Kamran, Prmce, suspected trea 
chery of, 37-38 , marches to- 
wards Kabul, 39 , the person 
and property of Kelun Beg, the 
Governor of Behera seized by, 
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•iO ; Byr.im sent to, 113; 
Humnyun takes Kabul from, 
120 ; Kabul recovered by, 12 1 ; 
Huniayun takes Kabul for the 
second litncj 120-27 but again 
recovered by, 145 ; ilumayun 
takes it fur the third lime, 
147 ; makes his escape and sub- 
se»iuently captured by Himia- 
yun, 152 ; made blind by order 
of Ilumayun, 155-5G ; permit- 
ted to proceed to Mecca, 153 
Kasim Ilussyn, 22' 

K:isim Kerachy, 27 
Kebcr Beg, 42 

Kcruly (water bottle), 51, 1G2 
/. mtc. 

Khan Khanan Ludy, command 
of Beng.ar vested on 19; Shyr 
Khan seizes and confines, ib, 
Khelyl Shykh sent to Shyr 
Khan to sue for peace, 23 ; 
warns Huinayun of Shyr’s trea- 
cherous intentions, 24 , 

Khoda bundeh, Sultan Maham- 
mad, founder of the Shiahs in 
Persia, the dome of, 95 
Xhorasan, 78 ; the province of, 
86 

Khuandzadeh, sister oh Emper- 
or Baber, 114‘ 

Kiiuas Khan, 24 
Khushab, King retreats at, 40" 
Khutbeh, 133 

Kiblch ( Mecca ), 140 j 


Kipchak, battle of, 138*40 
Kurra, province of, 9 • 

Lahore, King arrives at, 37 
Ldktiil Kttddcr^ the celebrated 
horse presented to King by the 
Governor ofSeistan, 79" 

Lodi, .Mahmud, rebellion of, 3- 
Lyly, tlie large gun, 5 
Machwareh, battle of, 167 
Mahammad, Sultan, son of Shah. 
Tahmasp, 86 

Maldeo, Raja, 53, 54, 55, 56 ; 
hostilities of, 58-59 ; afl'airs set- 
tled by the son of, 61 
Malwa, province of, 5 
iManikpur, province of, 5 
Marian Mukany, the Queen, 96- 
Mary, Otieea of Scots, 128 
f, note. 

Mary, Virgin, ‘11 J\ note 
Meshed-Sheryf, King invited to 
proceed to, 86 ; King arrives 
at, 87 

Moghul Emperors, the practice 
of giving entertainments to the 
ladies of tile court by the, 41 
/. note. 

Moghul merchant, story of a, 54 
Mohrs, 63 
Monaim Beg, 47 
Mongier assaulted and burnt by 
Shyr Klian, 19 ; King advances 
to the vicinity of, 21 
Mujenun, the large gun, 5 
Mundu, fortress of, 5 





Muncali, lO, 22 

Murad Ba^h ( garilcn of desire ), 
80 

Murry, a village, 4. 

(leatliern bag), 20 
Muv>d Beg, 21, 22 
Nasir, Myrza, 32 
Negro force, the, 9 
Ntlah ( the Indus ), I5l, 132, 
158, 160 

Nishapur, King amv es at, 68 
Nizam addjTT Auha, 26 
Ouch, 41, 51, 53 , position of, 
52 / note 

Oude, 10 I 

Oxus, river, 172 j 

Oxydracx, 41 f note \ 

Pat, town, 42, King arm es at, 14 ; 
Pattala, 42 / note 
Patan {,pdjt ?) 153 
Pelhudy, village, 5 1 
Penj Sheher, 131 , ( Penj Cher 
reh ), 146 

Perbeham, Raja, King rcceiv es 
generous help from, 26, 30 
Perhetn^ fruit tree, 53 
Persepolts, rums of, 97, 104 
Perwanch ( order ), 128, 129 
Portugueses of Surat, 9 
Pursaud, Rana of Amerkote, 
hospitable conduct of, towards 
Humayun, 62-63 , Shah Hus 
syn tries to win over, 68, dis 
niption of, with the Moghuls, 
69 


Putc, 30 

P^lpur, village, 55> 

/J r Zadeh ( rev erend ), X2 
Queen Marian Mukany,2C^ 
Queen lof Scots, Mar>, 128 
/ mU > 

Raju, King’s porter, treacherous 
conduct of, 55^ 

Ravy, nv er, 30 

Ra^kc Begum, widow of the 
late Emperor, 121 
Rcfia addyn, S>ed, 33 
RctineH’s ( Major ) Map referred 
to, 131 f uoUf 
Rhotas, fortress of, 11 
Ro>aI Sachek ( fruit), 103 
Rumy Khan, the engineer, 5, 
11 , poisoned, 14 
Rushen Beg, King’s foster- 
brother, 47 
Russians, 102 

Rutay ( Runay ) v illage, 73 
Samarkand, 159 

Sambal, distnct of, conferred on 
Pnnee i\skery, 11 
Sell wan, distnct, 42, 45- 
Seistan, the Persian province, 
position of, 79 f note ^ King 
enters, 7^ 

Sekunder ( Sur Emperor ), 165 , 
defeat of, at Sirhind, 67 70; 
flight of, 171 , preparations for 
another contest made by, i3; 

I Moghul General surrounds the 
camp of, 172 , Prince Akber 
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and Byram Beg Khan Khanari 
sent against, 173 ^ 

Selim ( Sur Emperor ), son and 
successor of Shyr Shah, 150 
Semnmy 74 

Shah Hussyn, hostilities of,^ 68 ct 
^eq. \ tries to win over the Rana, 
68 ; fresh hostilities of, 69-71 j 
Humayun agreed to the peace- 
ful proposal of, 71 J .fresh feud 
of, 7 S 

Shah Mahammad, 26 
Shahrnkky (silver coin, worth 
about 65,72, 155 

Shah Tahmasp, King of Persia, 
Humayun sends Byram Beg at 
the palace of, 90 ; reception of 
Humayun at the court of, 94 ; 
outrageous conduct of, 95-97 ; 
hunting excursion of, 98-99 ; ' 
various causes of Humayun’s 
dissension with, 100-102^ ; the 
nefarious plan of destroying 
Humayun abandoned through 
the interventiont of the brother 
and sister of, 102-103 ; Huma- 
yun again taken into the good 
graces of, uoj-ioS ; he bids^ 
farewell to, 109 
Shamianek ( screen ), 141 
Shyr Khan, 3 ; rebellion of, ii - 
Humayun^s camp surprised by, 
24-25 

Sikrygurhy, pass of, 16 
Silhet, district of, 20 /. note. 


Sind, xVnieers of, 52 / note. ' ^ 
Sinde, river, 46, 47, 148 
Sirhind, King^s retreat at, 36 ; 
district of,M6i, 163, 167 ; con- 
centration ol Emperor Sekmi- 
der’s vast army at, 167-68 ; 
battle of and defeat of Em- 
peror Sekunderat, 169-70 
Soane, river, r6, 22 
Soliman, Diwan of ‘(prison), 
105 

Soliman, Throne of ( ruins of 
Persepolis ), Humayun pays a 
visit to, 97-98 

Soliman, Myrza, chief of Badukk- 
shan, 89 

Stone Palace, 27 
Sudha, Raja of, 67 
Suferchy ( butler ), 94 
Suja ad Dowla, 22 /, note\ 

Sunker ( fruit-tree), 53 
Sutlege, river, 36, 162, 163 
Symech, Raja of, 67 
Syria, dome of, no 
Systan, King comes in, 112 
Tabriz, 107 ; position of, 109* 
f. note. 

Tatta, 42- 
Terdy Beg, 7 
Terryagurhy, pass of, i6» 

Tetta Beg, 25 
Timur, 33 f. note. 

Tukhti Soliman ( the ruins of 
Persepolis ) Humayun visits 
the, 98 
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Tnman (com worth about £i ), 
9 St 128 

Tupchack howes, 70 
Uzbcg, trjbc, 76, 10a 
Yadgar, Prince, 3 , wounded by 
the peasants, 33 , Huraajun 
deserted by, 39 , intrigues with 
Shah Hussyn, 49 50 , dccet\cd 
and expelled by Shah Huss} n, 
72 73 


Ytliy, Sufy, Samt, the tomb of, 
22 

Zahid Beg, Humayun’s courtier, 
condemned to death, 18 19 , 
flies to Agra, 19 

Zalnr, Myr, 42 

Zeman, Sultan Mahatnmad, 3 
rebellion of, 9 

Zer Afthdn (scattering gold") 
garden, 27, 29 




